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2. Vesper Sparrow 0 gooecetes gramine-1s g r z ~ i n e u s  

The n e s t  was found July 7th, Just  a f t e r  the  f i F t h  
m d  last chick w a s  hatched, so t h a t  weights a d  measurements 

k weref made from the day of  hatching. 

Best, Location and Structure: The nes t  was located 60' south 
of the  road on the  top of the h i l l  back of camp, and about 20' 
from e chipping sparrow's nest.  It w a s  in a s l i g h t  depression 
at t h e  base of  a sumac seedling and a s m a l l  bush honeysuckle, 
the  lezves of t h e  two bushes aL&ost covering the  nest .  The 
bulk was of g rasses  and some very f i n e  roo t l e t s .  There was 
prac t ica l ly  no l in ing ,  just a few c i r c l e s  of  fine grasses. 
Depth 2",  d izne te r  inside 3", diameter outside 3h". 

Reactions toward Obszrvzr: A t  a l l  times the  male WES f a r  the  
more nervous af the  two. The nearby chippy generzlly warned 
of my approach but  i f  th-c -,ale a ~ z s  absent the female generally 
paid no a t t e n t i o n  t o  m e .  The f i r s t  day I used a white ne t t ing  
thrown over an aaelanchier ab?ut 5' f m m  t b e  nes t ,  but  t h i s  
was not as sz t i s fzc to ry  as just wearing dark clothing and d. tt- 
ing under t h e  amelanchier. The t h i r d  day I erected a blind. 
The female usual ly  brooded facing eas t ,  having a view of the  
blind and t h e  road. She a i d  no a t ten t ion  t o  the b l ind ,  hoxever, 
except when t h e  male pers i s ten t ly  ta lked about me f rom one of 
h i s  f ive  f a v o r i t e  vantage points. H i s  f avor i t e  guard posts  
c i rc led  the n e s t  a t  a range o f  about 20' 2nd var ied i n  height 
from a s t i c k  about one-half foot high, t o  a stwnp, a bush, and 
f i n e l l y  a t r e e  . Towards the end of the week t he  female adopted 
the habi t  of lezving the  nest  by hopping r i g h t  up t o  t h e  door 
of the  bl ind -zkich was a t  a distance of two feet .  

Csre Gf t h e  Young: Both parents brought food, the  female on an 
zverage of every f i f t e e n  minutes, t he  male, on an average of 
once an hour. This would have undoubtedly improved i f  he could 

. - hzve overcoine h i s  fear. Sev6ral t imes  he carr ied food -in @e - - - 

v ic in i ty  of the nest  f o r  m hour a t  a t i m e "  t r y l n g  t o  s u ~ e q - x i -  
h i s  nerve t o  %be pofnt of approaching- the nest.  S e v e i d  t i k e s  he  1: 

Z 3- ^ gsve up and a t e - t h 6  food himself. lQ<en'he di'd v i s i t  %-he hgst his * 

~ t z y  w a s  very Brief ,  and h i s  8pproach w a s  soundless save f o r  the  
f l u t t e r i n g  of h i s  w i n g s .  The fenale  had a special  food c a l l ,  a 
s ~ f t  cooing note ,  xhich the young soon learned to'-recognize. 
Both parents approached and l e f t  t he  nest by a regu1.a r route. 

The food was n;ainly c a t e r p i l l a r s  of vzrious species and - 

mzyflies. It w a s  roacersted between the  ~ ~ d l b l e s  and shared 
mong a t  l e a s t  th ree  young a t  a v i s i t .  Tkere was no system of 
rotat ion f o r  during one observation one chick didn ' t  s;lcceed in  
obtaining food once in an hour and t ~ e n t y  minutes. A t  one time 
a cr icket  dropped the nest  but  evidently t h i s  i s n ' t  the  
Froper food f o r  young vespers f o r  the  female car r ied  it of f  and 
dropped it. 

The female brooded the young several  t i n e s  an hour, stay- 
c Ing on t h e  n e s t  zbout t en  rninutes each time. This usual ly  

followed 2 feeding. Forbush s q s  t he  male a l so  he lps  i n  the  



broo&hg,  but be was altogether t o o  sk f t t i sh t  

E e ~ t  stmitation was cared f jr by the  parsnt E ezting 
the  f e c s l  sacs* 

n the first day in the evening there 
was nata l  down on the  head, w i n g s ,  and two spots below the 
shoulders. There appeared to be a berry i n  the  stonzch. Growt f i  
in weight was very regular, being about 2 g .  a day- Growth in 
length w a s  much more irxeguler, the  greatest  j:mp being the 
6th day when the  length increased 8 m. On the 7th day there 
was no increase in length. However, undoubtedly there were 
many personal e r ro r s  i n  the process of measurenent- 

On the  second day the fea ther  t r e c t s  showe2 on the chin, 
neck, and ~ i d e ~  of chest and 3elly.  The t h i r d  day the  f e z t h ~ r  
t r a c t s  on the back mere evident, a d  ths  eyes w e r e  huesln2ing to 
open. The primaries began t o  ap-,ear on the second day and 
mede tteir grez-test growth 'letmeen the f i f t h  and sixth c?ay st  
The t a i l  feathers appeared the f i f t h  day and on t h i s  dry zlso 
the feathers were very dis t inc t  on a l l  the t rac t s .  

On the  evening of the eighth dzy t h e  young and adults  
had disappeared- The nest  was in perfect condition. I judged 
t h a t  they had been destroyed, for  although I returned t o  the 
nest  on several consecutive days I found no trace of them. They 
seezed t o  me t o  be too helpless t o  hzve l e f t  the nest normally. 
There had been l i t t l e  nest  ac t iv i ty  of stretchins,  e tc .  and 
they seemed t o  have very l i t t l e  grasping power. After ~hudying 
the goldfinch t h e i r  increased ac t iv i ty  in comparison t o  the 
helplessness of the  vespers seemed t o  confirm my suspicion tha t  
the nest  was not empty a s  a natural  event. 

However, much l a t e r  I happened t o  read Za Forbush t h a t  
vesper sparrows often leave the nest  a t  eight days and i f  
unmolested, f l y  a t  1 2  days. So probably t h e  nest leaving a s  I 
observed it was-normal ,__and the apparent immaturity - tygical  of 
a ground-nesting bird which can f i n i s h  i t s  development on the  

- ground with great  safety away from the  nest .  It i s  also qui te  
A l i ke ly  that  the  parents had actually removed them from the v ic in  

because of my at tent ions.  




