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Nesting of the Eastern Nighthewk

This particular nest was found approximately 2 miles southeast of
camp on June 28, 1934 in an hspen and Pteris aquélina associestion. The
following day I was invited to see the nest and decided tc use it for study
in-connection with my bird course. Early the next day I bezen more accurate
observetions of the bird and her nest, noting that the femsle was the incu-
betor and that her nest was only solid ground covered thinly with a few

dead brown leaves and loceted abowt one and e half feet from the base of a

small Aspen tree, growing on the edze of an unused path, which had become
embedded with Pteris aquglina. At this time I also made an accurate
measurement of the ezgzs and recorded carefully mg description of the two
egzs and according to Barrows' Michigan 2ird Life no iwo set-of ezss
resemble each other in coloration and no two people would give the szme
description. The e~zs were 31 x 23mm and 32 x 23 mm each. They were a
light grey back-round with darker zrey, lizht brown and derk brcwn blotches

~ivinz the avrearance of g heavily, byt uniformly blotched and mottled eggs.
- z oI ys DW S

. N N . - are 1
I was survrised to learn thrcous my library resdings on the Zastern Night-
. e (2 = ~—

hevk th

(

't 211 avthors zave the bere ground in open fields ar bare rocks
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zs the most comron nesting -ite of this bird while Berrows emphatically
steted he hed never known ezze tc be 12id in woods or even in the shade of
e bush. This nest was slightly shaded by the ferns.

fefore leeving the nest I decyded to leern just how near I could
anproach the nest without disturtinz the bird and also determine et whet
distence I would have 4o rlace myself in order to zet her to rsturn. 1t

the sa—e time I was wondering whether sisht or noise was less disturbing

to her. The bird beins off the nest I selected a larze stump aspproximately

20 fee: ewey from the nest and c-ncealed myself behind it for twenty rinutes.




Zhe mede no efort toc return so I moved to & more distent stump getting

no response from her after another twenty minutes. I,then, mede myself
conspicuous by widely circling the nest and then welking out of sizght of
the nest. In less than five minutes she flew directly to the nest. i
Avoiding showing myself anles quietly es possibtle I, erzin, made en approech
to the nest but just before sighting her I chenged my position by gettingr
on my stbmach and in this manner I wes stle to get within four feet of her. !

In this position and at this distance I noticed her position as fecing toward

the“Bouthwest and that she was practically'motioniess except for e constz=nt
quiverinz of the chin, suprosedly due to the hest of the day as the time
was epproachinz néon. In leaving I disturbed her and noticed th=t her
flight wes practicelly noiseless and ‘het she flew low over the vegetation
dorn into the ferns ocut of sizht not far eway.

The s=cond day I visibed +{he ne-t 2°%4er ncon 2nd found the female
still doinz tk= incubating and facing the direction as “he dz2y befdre and
when I frichtened her che flew =way in the serme direction 2c the rrevious

dey, which direction was slizhtly scuthenszi. Yorever, she hehoved
slightly different. Instead of flvin
her wir-s sz che flew down to the -roon? =nd with her mouth orén =nd :
fluttering winze che furned to free me not =c very
liar ourrin~ noise she came %owrrd me for 2 short distence end flew ewey.

In this st I =22t for ferty-five rinctes, bt kein~ —ithin 20 feet of her
nest snd not concealed she wovld not re‘urn vntil T hed roved o crest din-

thet ~he =cg ezfe on the nect J left —ithout

hevin~ leerned enythin- perticulerly interesting =nd did n-%t vicit the

ne=t the folle~in~ day,.
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Cn tho “hird <o I, with = compenicn, wont Lo the nest esrly in the rerring
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ith the rvrpose of esstiin~ up =2 “7ind, Clher than cccompliching 4hie
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the dey proved ic “e udneventful —ith the excertion of lezrning leter in
the dey thet the blind, which had bteen placed epprorimetely 15 feet eway,was

not & distarting fector in the life of a femele nighthawk.

The d2y follewing I did nct visit the nest but soreone did end

reported the tird on the nest. The next dey I, with & compenion, visited

tre nest

early in tte rorning.

with e moving picture camera we slipped

s

Thinking we might do better

o
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into the tlind end mede a picture of her nest.

on the cutside ve czrefully came dut but dksturbed her before we could get

the cemera set up 2zein. Then entering the tlind agein we pztiently waited
cne half hour for her return, hceping tec get e very zood picture of this

ection. Tealizing that che knew we were in the blind I very czreleessly
left the n=sting site end in five minutes she flew directly to the nest.
The camera being reedy the following ecticn wes teken. Jfter Plying

Zewn to the nect end rseching ezss she, with her short bill, pulled the
es;3s under her, constantly shifting her position as she did so. Then she

had thue sescurely hidden her ez~s she wee in = vosition faczinz rorth sc

by recadjustment =he finally frced =slwost wost. Eesving scceomn}ished our
rurpoze we left the zres end on the follewi z dey I visited the nsst ezrly
in the morning =nd £-2in in the svening Jjust =fter = Eiz reain. t btoth
timss che we- ox the neszi,




fcreinz oy head end body from under the tlind I was prectically erect
before she flew. I went into the blind szein while che was only a few

feet ewsy end had to leave before she returned.
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Probebly the most intersstiing event in ry nesting study wes the
visit of the mele. On the nizht of July the ninth between the hours cf

8:00 and 9;00, while listening to the "peents" and the zooming of seversl

nighthawks'in the area o% my nest, I noticed & eslight movement froz the
tird on the nest. I watched her rore closély end also the nighthawks in
the aiff One appeared to circle neerer the nest than did the others and
a2s it did she, the bird on the nest, bezan & soft cooing conversation

which lasted for several minutes and until the male flew directly cown to
the nest arnd up tc her where h: conversed with her freely, in 2 nuch deeper
tone, something which I could not undersiand. LZter the converssticn she
moved off the esgs end he looked them over carefully before flying zwey.
This intzrested ne enovch to visii ihe nest the fcllowing evening erriving

thefe at 9:C0 and for the first

fad

ime finding her eswey. che returned in
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out 25 minutes and flew down in e very guick end businesslike manner.
Having my flashlight with me, I flsshed it off end on through the peer-
hole to see if she would give me & little action to write sbout. I
left the nest at 10:30 F. lbffbrther observeiions.

Durin~ ihe neit seversl days I went 2t vervins times of the degy,
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elwzys to £ind her on the nest facins the seme directiong flyinz ewey in
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the isuzl manner. Cn the 134k of July, the 16th nesting day (thet I know
abcut), end the day thet +the ezzs sheuld have hatchedy, I went to gy n-st

~rticles, to put up e fernce arcunil y zne=t. Le=rrin

rove their young ~hen ther - r35 dieivtted I was heoring to rrevent thise
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Aftef spendinz ene half hour in setting urp ihe fence I went eway end returned
in ten minutes to find her on the nest.  The following &fternonn I stent
a couple of hours in the blind but added no fhew knowledge to my nesting

tudy, I vidited the -est before breakfast the nei?’day end found the
femele still doing the incubating.

By the 16th of July theie w&ﬁ/;till no young and én,the 17th I, with
two companidns, visited the nest for the chief purpoae of tgkihg pictures
of hei. - She was on the nest when we arrived but""f"rightened her ewey, 80
we set,ﬁp the eamera, placing it on the outside of the blind end covering
it with greén netting bef ore going into the :lind.  After sitting in the
blind for sometime without getting her return weAeﬁcg, one by one, left
the blind, wishing to get her on ihe nest ezein. LfPter an hour or more

we decided the e:zs were getting too much heat from the sun sc we -haded
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them by enchorinz & broken esven twig near them. Leaving the ezzs thus

sheded I returned the followinz dey lete in the afternocn tec find the bird
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zone ~nd the eczs cold. I'éyou;ht the ezzs and the blind into cemp and
the ezrs w=re exemined and preonounced zs infertile.
Commins my knowledze on the nestinz of nizhthawks I would szy that

the nza®e does not al eys essist in the incubation. The female evidently

does her own f2elinc or at lesst it sprears sce.  Zhe is e very consistent
incubator, being foundof t-e nest conly conce. “ve is £zith®ful to her 2im,

ivinz her a total of
tile or snoiled by som=thinz for which I mer” ¥zt he’ r-sponsible such as
iteepin: her’ from the nest too o:ten or precbebly hendling the ezzs too

fregquently.




