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Xestinz of t h e  Eastern Eighthawk 

75is per t icu lar  nes t  was fcltlnd approximately 2 miles southeast of 

c' 
c a p  on Jme 28, 1934 i n  an Aspen and P t e r i s  aquglina associeticn. The 

follow in^ day I mas invited t o  see the  nes t  and decided tc us? it f o r  s t ~ d y  

in connection with my bird course. Early the  next day I besen more accurate 

observetions of t h e  bird and her  nest ,  not- t ha t  t he  female was the  incu- 

bator and tha t  her nest  was only solid g r ~ u n d  covered th in ly  ~ i t h  a f e w  

dead bror,m leaves and loceted abo.:t one and e hal f  f e e t  from t5e base of a 

small Aspen t ree ,  gro-xing on tke  edge of an unused path, which had become 

embed2ed s i t h  P t e r i s  aquJlinE. it t h i s  time I alao made an eccurate 

measurement of t k e  e7;s and recorded ceref olly q description o f  t h e  two 

e g p  and accordin2 t o  2arroyrs' Xichigan 2ird Lifs no tmo s e t  of ezze 

reserfiblc nock other i n  colorat ion and no two people -.YOL-ld give the  s=e 

description. ?he e - - s  ;;-ere 31 :< 23m an3 32 3 23 nm ea-h. ?hey vere a 

l i g h t  grey b z c k ~ r ~ u n d  with derker grey, list brorrn and derlr br-xr, blotches 

-ivin= t1-e a?yezrmce of heaviZy, byt urnifor-ly blotcheZ end -2t t led egss. 

1 aas surcrised to learn t%r-.:z n;; l i b r e r ~  rea3ings on t h e  Zestern :'izh+,- 

h ~ . ~ k  thp t  e l l  a i i t ho r~  -eve - tkie Sere 5roxnd i n  c ~ e n  f i z l d s  or bare rocks 

2s t : ,~ ~-0st so:%-on n c z t i x  j.te of t h i s  k i r d  while S,erroi-rs erl?hstically . 
e t ~ t e d  he hed ne-.:er knom c z 2 s  t z  '3" l ~ i d  i n  7;oods or even in the  shade of 

2 bnsh. This r e s t  - 2 s  sli;htl:: ~ h s j e d  "y th "ferns. 

Zefore leeving t he  risst I dc,-fied t e  loorn j - ) s t  'ho.;;. nezr I cn7-1ld 

e s p r c ~ c k  the !:-st -::ithout dist'.~r'zk,- - the bird en3 a1 s o  deters in^ e t  vhzt 

3istecce I ~ o u 1 3  ;-,ave tz ~ l e c e  qrself  1511 order t o  z e t  her t o  rsturn.  !.t 

t h e  62-e t i r e  I ;;as xor,?erir,g vj5ether s izh t  or noise nss l e s s  d i ~ t x r b i r g  

t o  her. 3 e  Sird Seinz off t he  nest  I selected a la?-ze st.:- ~ p z r o x i m t o l y  

2C f e ~ t  er;zy fron! t V . 5  nest  end c - n c e z l ~ d  myself behind it for  tzenty rrinutes. 



Zhe mde no ef for t  t c  re turn  sc T zoved t o  e more d i s t m t  s t u p  getting 

no respmse fron: her a f t e r  another twenty ~ i n u t e s  . I,iAen, mede myself 

conspicuous by r i3e ly  c i rc l ing  the nsst p_?d then nelking out of si$t of 

- - t h e  nest. In l e s s  than f i v e  nin-;tes she ,Plm d i r e c t l y  t o  the  zest .  . + 

. Bv9idi.n;: showini; qyself A s  q ~ i a t l y  ~s ~ r s s i h l e  I, e z ~ i n ,  - mdc m ~pproech 

t o  the nest  but just  before s i ~ h t i n i ;  her 1 chenzed my pzsi t ion by get t ing 

on q stonech and i n  t h i s  manner I cec skle  t o  get  within four fe5t  of her. 

In  t h i s  posit ion and a t  t h i c  distznce I noticed her position a s  fnc7ing to-  ard 

the-bmthwest and t h a t  she was pract ical ly  oot ionless  except f o r  e constznt 

quiverin; of' the &in9 ~LIp~osedly dve t o  t h e  he& of t h e  day cs t h e  t i n e  

xes e~proachTr,- r,6on. In lezvin? I dicturbed her and noticed t h ~ t  her  

f l i s h t  T;PS prect ical ly  noiseless en6 t i l ~ t  she ?leg lo-u oo-r the vo_oetstior_ 

dom in to  the  ferns cu t  of s i zh t  not P e r  9--zy. 

The s3cgnd day I visiCed tl-,~ ne-t r'L,er m0~1 end f c ~ m d  tk feza le  

s t i l l  doin? - tl-= inc~zbst.inz en:! "cir: t'.e dlrectior.  3 s  t ' le 4.-y befare eni - 

:?her, I fri;fiter,zd her zhe fie:- F:;ay i n  +_ke s 2 r e  d i r e ~ t i o n  EC the -?.e-v~ious 

-- dzy, ::.l?ich diirncticr! -73s cllyktl:r - 3~11L:1~~ r t  . ' ~-.--~.r-r,  she k ~ k - r e d  

s l igh t ly  different .  I n z t ~ e d  o f  fl;.ir_, d1r3otly out of ~ i - k t  she sprppcl 



t h e  izy t h o t  t 5 e  t l i r . 2 ,  a h i c h  h?.d Eten  ~ 1 2 c r d  e ? ~ r o ~ k t e l y  15  f e e t  E Y J E Y I W ~  

n o t  a d i s t5 r t . i ng  f e z t o r  i n  t 5 e  l i f e  of a fem!e ~ i g h t k ~ v i k .  

The d=:- f o l l c n i r g  I did n c t  v i s i t  L3e n e s t  b~t. soreone d id  -ad 

r epc r t ed  t h e  E i r d  sn t h e  nos t .  T:?e c e x t  2ey IJ r i t h  E. cozpcnion, v i s i t e d  

t!-e n e s t  e e r l y  i n  tk-e zorning,  ; . i t h  e ~ o v i n g  p i c t u r e  caxere ;;e s l ipped  

i n t o  t h e  515~3 ~ r ?  c--?e a nict::re of h e r  n e s t .  %inking ae r i ~ 5 t  do better 

on the c 7 ~ t s i d e  -e ccra,PLilly c m e  6::t but 2Hsturbed h e r  k e f o r e  7;e ctiuld ;et 

the cEnera s e t  u? e;ein. Then e n t e r i n g  t k e  t l i n d  agein m e  z t i e n t l y  n a i t e d  

cne h s l f  ho.2 f o r  h e r  r e tu rn ,  hcping  to s e t  e ver; good ~ 4 c t u r e  zf t h i s  

zc t ion .  "e-lizin; tkt =he knev v:e - e r e  i n  ti:e b l i n d  1 ver,. c ~ r e l c s s l y  

l e f t  Y l e  r . - s t i n  r i t e  2x3 k? f i v e  n L ~ - ~ . t e s  she ffe: d i r e c t l y  t o  tke  m e t .  

Ti-e c m z r o  heir_; r::?y 5'-e f o l i o : ? i ~ g  c c t i c n  7 ~ s  telrer,. - . f te r  f l y i n 3  

- 1, .,.,,,, ,._ t c  t " ~  cszt 5x2 YCCC::~Z- a-- .,,_s she, --iA5h h c r  s 3 o r t  b l l l ,  p u l l e d  t h e  

D --c 
C ,," -adzr hcr ,  cor.stzntl,- c!zi_"ti,c,, h e r  ~ c ~ i t i a ~ ,  ES s h e  d id  SO. ..he3 6h0 

had t h e  s-curcl; h53?er, h e r  5;;s she c ~ c  ir, 3 yctcition faciLg m r t h  s- 

L- UJ 1-ccdjuz',zex', 2::: n i ~ ? ? 1 ! ~ ~  f r,nd ~.-l:---:t -.:st. r:-,,:,- ..-. - ,. -.pv-7 l i 5 p a a  Y - 2 u  oxr  

rurp3ze -:;e l e f t  t k e  zr-a cr,d o r  t!le r'cl]c-;;i , 2:;. I vi-.i:e2 ',I;? test ezrl:: 

- 3 % -  :,- L -  - c. a,-- 4:: %'-e zzr;=i;l; r n3  L. ,., ,~,,,h,; :-.st -3-r r kig rziz. .t h,ot,h 

, - c - c, -' 
- 2  .. r 

V-- - - -  ----u. 

T7 A-Ae T-:~;: t L 2  1 -75 3 - . -- , a z e r t  252 zc-e 5-  r.erks--tL,,;. I t:i-3 

2 =l:-i.-- rlc-;~?, k :-ia; q - s e ? ?  c.>< ~5 s i  -' a ,--, see if she -----." . , - ~ - 2  r.:t5c: i*. 

-. -::c e:.c;. ~2 nr i..t -:-zt r r  -i;r-s of it. ,.;sn - I c rep t  i n t c  t- 2 >:is:',, y:.?=d 

- - c , v  '.=7*:3 :r.d TYL t - . ~ ;  - -  L u - , - h ~ l e ,  r,i',:: :q a r,rte-Y,c:k Ir. hznd I 

--. . . - ~ - s d  ;I ?r~:-~'-- I 2:- - bA--12j 5~ Y-.e 2ir. u u L--c s 1 2 , ~ ~ -  2 5 2  C:L 2. i n2  ;. 

. . ..-.- dUrlr-~ -11 ='-is 9: I--- - " , I = ~ Z C '  . 
"b - "  - --.r-- -2 , ., =-lf or: t?e f l c c r  cf tt-e 'rlir.# cnd 



Zcrcing njr heed =d body fro= .unZer t5e  t-find I was ~ r e c t i c a l l y  erect 

before she flew. I in t c  t3e blind e s i n  vzhile ?he was cnly a few 

f e e t  enEy end had to  leave. befcre she returned. 

F~oSably t>e most intcrect ing even: iri y n ~ s t i n g  s 2 ~ d y  ~ 2 s  t h e  - 
v i s i t  of  t h e  ~ l e .  t he  nigkt o f  3 l y  the ninth betxeen t5e  ho-x8 of 

r 

8:OG d 9;30, whfle listening t o  the  npeentsn and tke  zooming of sevr rs l  

nfcghthawks i n  the  area og nes t ,  I noticed a s l igh t  movencnt fro= t h e  

i i r d  on the  nest. I zatched her rzore closely end also t h e  nighthewks in 

t he  a i r c  One appeared t o  c i r c l 2  nearer t f ie  nest than did the others and 

2s it did she, t h e  bird on t21e nest,  b ~ z ~ n  a s o f t  cooir_g co~ver sz t i cn  

vzhich l a s t ed  for  several c h u t e s  an3 t he  male ?lei7 direct ly  doi:n to 

C-.e nest  e ~ d  ur, t c  her %%re h: conversed x i t h  her f reely,  i n  e m c h  deeper 

tone, something wkich I could not uple r s t a d .  L 3 e r  t k ~  cznvers2ticn she 

mved off the e;gs end he looked the= over cerefully before f ly lng  eaz;r. 

cn .nis intsrested xe er-o.,5h t o  v i s i t  %l;e nest  t'e f c l l ~ v i r - ;  evening ~ r r i v i n g  

thefe  a t  3:CO and for  t h e  f i r s t  t h e  f k i i n ;  fier E-::BY. ,he retx~rned i n  

25 mir i tes  m d  f l e r  do:-n i n  F- v3r-y qt-tick end t u s i n ~ z s l i k e  =smer. 

.- n ~ v i n ~  --, f l a sh l ig5 t  a i t h  ne, I flashed it off ~ 3 6  o r ~  tbrc>-,;h t:le pee-- 

>ole t o  see i f  she mould ~ i v e  me  a l i t t l e  ection t o  -.mite rbout. I 
J+ 

l e f t  the  riest a t  10:jO F .  ~ : . ~ f ~ ~ r t ' : e r  rtssr--cf ions. 

E ~ ; ~ s ; - s  t 3  find 3er  or_ %Ye nest  f'zeir,; t h e  s?ra d i r e c . t i ~ z #  flj'5r.g :.:?;- i-- 

th d 1 e r .  ',n t:.e ISt!-; of ;3_;1;, Ylc 16th ne3ti.r.; :'_sy (t:i~% I kit:; 

& c . L ~ ) ,  EPIZ $kt? ~ 2 2 ~  tl--zt thr; -- - - . - -- - 2  sl:~- .I_3 ]ic-i.e k~tcF.2.3, I en% t o  i3;' n st 



YLer s~endin;: ene he18 hzur i n  s e t t h g  ufltl-e fence  I vent Exay en3 returned 

ir t e n ~ l l i n u t e s  t o  f i nd  he r  or, t h e z e s t .  The fo l l o r i ng&~Ptc rnom I s r en t  

a ccuple of hours in t h e  b l i sd  ht ed3ed no fiew knowledge t o  nry nesting 

st.;dyr I v i6 i t ed  t h e  e s t  befoore breellnest t h e  n e r r d e y  a d  found t h e  

f e m l e  s t i l l  doizg t he  incu5ating. 

i?y t h e  16th  of July t he r e  r ; M  st i l l  no young and on t h e  17th I, with 

two cerzpsnions, v i s i t e d  t h e  nes t  f o r  t h e  chief purpoae of taking p i c t l ~ r e e  

stV of her. She was on t h e  ne s t  wheri we ar r ived  but f r i gh t e r ed  her  &way so 
I 

ue set up t h e  emera ,  placing it on t he  oc t s i de  of t he  b l ind  m d  covering . 
it with green ne t t i ng  before goizg in to  t h t  klirid. After  s i t t i %  i n  t h e  

b l M  f o r  sometime without ge t t ing  her r e t u rn  W P  easb, one by one, l e f t  

t h e  blind,  wishing t o  g e t  her  cr, tL.5 nrs; ezein .  ;Ptor h3er ~r more 

r y e  decided t he  e;,s ::.ere g e t t i r z  too E ~ J C ~ !  hee t  from t h e  s 7 m  sc ~e -haded 

i -- ,:.el by snchsring E 5roken & ~ - e n  t - 4 ~  r e a r  the~. Leaving %I:= ezz8 t hus  

sheded I returned t h e  fo1io::ir.z de;- l e t ?  i n  t h e  a f t r r nocn  t c  f h d  the  b i rd  

~ C C P  cnd the  e;~s cold. I bo~ : ; t ^ t  t k e  ez-s end t h e  bl ind iritc cmr, end 

t h e  e;:s K - r e  ? s e i n e d  ?.nd yrcno-nced zc i n f e r t i l e .  

Z&.mxi~; q r  !i,l?o~::led;e on t';- nest%:; cCf ni;!lthe~rlcs I xol-ld say t!?aC 

L L m  .I., z32e does n s t  e l  ajrs ~ s s i s t  In t!:e b - c .  S 2 t l c n .  ?.2 f =ale eui2ently 

.:05S !ier c,sr 3 a c - 7  . --~ ln ;  - o r  a t  lesst. it er.-esrs s c .  ,he i s  P ve ry  c ~ n s i s t e l l t  * - 
- 9 i ~ c - A e t o r ,  being r"o.:n?off t' e   eat o3l>- ccc?.  i s  3pii,hIh';.l t o  h:r z i m ,  

. * 
r - ~ i ~ r  L e x r . ~ ~ . l  . . 
- - *  c.171 ~ : r ' - e r  of i:lcu'>.ti-; 6 - : - 5 ,  s iv rnz  :i?r e t o t a l  of 

29 - 21 d ~ ~ r ~ ,  P,? :zr 1 --;ri z h l p  t~ 3':.2erw A - . - e;;" ;r2re pit;-:er infer-  

/- t i : ~  o r  s?c i?e i  3y so~:-$bin;  for  ~ i ~ i c ? :  I -.:-%% '2, r s p o n s i j l e  sick a s  

,-'%a,-, ;,.-; irt; iier' t r oy  %he E P S ~  t o t  cl'ten o r  ?rc3~.bly  I;.-ndling tFie ezIs too 


