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In t roduct ion:  

Some of z L e e s t  F l y c ~ t c h e r ' s  n e s t i n g  & b i t s  ? r e  h e r e i n  

reported.  nChebecsn Ere found n e s t i n g  commonly i n  the Doug- 

l ~ s  Leke r e g i o n  of Cheboy~zn County which i s  l o c ~ t e d  i n  the  

nor thern  p z r t  of the  lower peninsulz  of  E i c h i g ~ n .  

Discovery end ~ r r ~ n g m e n t  f o r  s tudy:  

The n e s t  w e s  discovered nine f e e t  cbove the  ground f ~ s -  
, 

tened t o  the  -oole  of a pgper b i r c h  t r e e  E t t h e  f o r k  o f  two 

- sm.ll brsnches.  The incubc t ing  c d u l t  w ~ s  d i s t u r b e d  . rnd  

l e f t  g iv ing  the  i n t r u d e r s  a n  oppor tun i ty  t o  m k e  a m i r -  

rored  observet ion.  This d i s c l o s e d  t h r e e  white  eggs. 

_ ~ l l  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g r t i o n s  were m.de from E! d i s t ~ n c e  

u n t i l  the  evening of the  next d ~ y ,  6/"9/36. This  time the  

mir ror  in t roduced F n e s t l i n g  w i t h  the  two eggs. 

The i rmnedi~te  v i c i n i t y  of the  n e s t  w ~ s  ;voided u n t i l  2 

c; nvEs c u r t ~ i n e d  tower "b l indn  w i t h . ?  p l ~ t f o r r n  on F l e v e l  

w i t h  the  n e s t  W E  s p l ~ c e d  n e ~ r b y .  The n e s t i n g  k - b i t s  could 

now be observed wi thout  d is turb i r lg  t h e  f : m l y  cnd E nes t -  

l i n g  could be removed ~ n d  weighed ~ n d  me: su red  ~s des i red .  

Incubc t i on :  

The ekgs were covered by the  p ~ r e n t  d:y :nd n i ~ h t  when- 

ever observed. Sometir:les movements of the body of the ~ d u l t  

i n d i c ~ t e d  t k t  the  eggs were be ing  turned .  A f t e r  h r t ch ing  

the n e s t l i n g  f e d  on yolk  f o r  the f i r s t  dcy. 

HE tching: 



t c u n g :  

The f i r s t  n e s t l i n g  h ~ t c h e d  on  6/:9/36. The second on the  
1 

next  d ~ y  , 6/30/36 s n d  t h e  t ' l i r d  one o n  7/1/36. The ~ d u l t  cc-r- 

r i e d  p i e c e s  of s h e l l  from the  n e s t  2nd the  w k e d  l ~ r g e - b e l l i e d  

n e s t l i n g s  begen  t o  s t r e t c h  f o r  food  p f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  dpy. 

Young Bi rds - - -  
Weight 2nd Me~surements :  

One of t h e  n e s t l i n g s  w s s  weighed ~ n d  r n e ~ s u r e d  d ~ i l y  i n  or-  

der t o  de te rmine  develop ment (ChFrt  I ) .  Weight i n c r e ~ s e d  ~ 1 -  1 
most r grzm p e r  d ~ y  on  t h e  t h i r d ,  f o u r t h ,  $nd f i f t h  d rys ,  In- 

c r e z s e  w ~ s  r z p i d  i n  viing s p r e z d ,  p r i m a r i e s ,  ~ n d  t&il ( C b r t  I 

2nd 11). The ~ c t i v i t y ,  we igh t  ~ n d  growth development r e c o r d  

may be  noted o n ( C b r t  1 1 ) .  

Feeding: 

Duririg the  f i rs t  dzy t h e  n e s t l i n g  d i d  no t  r e c e i v e  food 

from the  p 2 r e n t s  b u t  f e d  on  yo lk .  Then the  & ? r e n t s  f e d  them 

by r e g u r g i t a t i o n  sometimes f e e d i n g  two i n s t e r d  of  j u s t  t he  one 

~t 2 t ime,  B o t h  p s r e n t s  p e r t i c i p ~ t e d  e c u ~ l l y .  One p : r en t  ~ n d  

t h e n  t h e  o t h e r  f e d  t h e  n e s t l i r i g s  i n  r ~ p i d  succession b u t  i n  F 

d e f i l l i t e  o r d e r  f o r  t he  r o o s t  p ~ r t .  ( s e e  #V f r o %  the  o r i ~ i n ~ l  

no t e s  which I f e r e  t zken  w n l l e  o o s e r v i r ~ ~  h c b i t s  froiu the  b l i n d . )  

So~tietirnes, vlhen food wc s , r e s s e d  i l l t o  t h e  t k - 0 ~  t i t  ar s not  

sw&ilowed : nd vd-s reiaaved by  t h e  ~ d u l t  znd plr-ced i n  t he  ioouth 

of  noth her n e s t l i n g . .  S e v e r ~ l  t imes  t h e  young s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  

a mouthfu l ( such  c s  z l ~ r g e  b e e t l e  o r  & y f l y )  u n t i l  p r o s t r ~ t e  

2 t  the bo t tom of t he  nes t .  Food l i s t e d  ( ~ ~ r t  111) i n d i c ~ t e s  

~n i n s e c t  d i e t  f o r  t he  most p ; r t .  C r c n e f l i e s ,  AGyflies,  L i ce ,  

p o r t i o n  of G r ~ s s h o p p e r s ,  F l i e s  ( w  ny ~ i p t e r ~ ) ,  F! b e e t l e  ~ n d  

s l s o  o t h e r  Arthropods s u c h  2 s  H ~ r v e s t m e n  ~ n d  S p i d e r s .  Some 



green food which hEs not  been i d e n t i f i e d  looked l i k e  th.  l ~ r v c e  

of En tarae~t wrs l i ~ e d  ~ 1 6 0 .  

Th? ~; i l~ro : .ch  t o  t he  n e s t  r v t s  gr;ldu: 1. The "food noten  

announced the presence of food ~ n d  ~ l l  he;ds csne ug. Peeding 

w z s  done from the  0 2 9 %  r i m  of the  nes t  w i t h  5 ezcept ions  when the 

west s i d e  of the  n e s t  ILS used. The e ~ s t  r i m  wes ~ e r c e s t i b l y  morn. 

The t r e r t e s t  i ir- tervsl  ~ e t w e e n  feeairrgs WES 54 rmnutes. l isu~1i.y i n  

the nortune; from 4:4G t o  10:40 =rid i n  the ef.ternoon f r o a  ~ : ( I c I  t o  
- 

6 ; ( r ~  the biras  were h e ~ v i l y  fed. k s u a a m  i ~ c r e z s e  i n  food derr~nd 

csme o n  the a ~ y  when t h e  young were ebout t o  f l y  ( ~ b r t  IV). 

Seni t a  tion: 
The c d u l t s  f e d  the  you* end then  w ~ i t e d  f o r  the r e f l e x  which 

ccuses the n e s t l i n g s  t o  vo id  a n  e x c r e t s  SFC. A t  f i r s t  t he  c d u l t s  

s w a l l ~ w ~ d  t.b a ~ s t e  b u t  l ~ t e r  they c e r r i e d  these  s ~ c s  from the  nes t .  

nvo o r  three  d rys  be fo re  l e z v i n g  the n e s t  the  young b i r d s  b e g ~ n  t o  

r a i s e  t h e i r  bodies  ebove snd  over the worn e ~ e t  rim o f  the n e s t  ~ n d  

voided the wsste over  the r i m  o f  the nest. 

Brooding: 
The brooding p e r i o d  per  dsy d e c r e ~ s e d  r ~ p i d l y .  It WA-,-S cool  e t  

f i r s t  6Ut l e t e r  when i t  w z s  very s p r m  the  ~ r r e n t  ( u s u r l l y  the  

f e m l e  el though the  m l e  p ~ r t i c i p ~ t e d )  r e m i n e d  & s t r i d e  the  n e s t  

while the young s p r e r d  t h e i r  wings c nd s t r u g g l e d  Fgr i r l s t  her. She 

held the n e s t  t o a e t h e r ,  ken* the  voung from f ~ l l i n g  out ,  pnd r t  tiroes 

wi th  wings spre: d  she k e p t  the h o t  r: y s  of the sun from the yourlg. 

xhe ~ r e z t e s t  n u m e r  of minutes of continuous broodin6 p e r  hour f o r  

the dc t e s  ~ i v e n  s l o w  with the mr ximum temi>er: t u r e  f o r  the  d ~ y  : re 

cor re le  ted -- 



. Brooding continued-. 
UP t e  w X . ~ o . Y i n . p e r  hour laax. Temp. 

4 
7/1/36 48 min, 76 deereee 

7# 2/3 6 4 1  69 

?/3/3 6 46 76 

7/5/36 38 83 

7/8/36 ( LO brooding, 10 1 

7/9/36 a d u l t   stride 100 

7/10/36 n e s t  w i t h  w i n g s  10 3 

7/11/3 6 s p r e ~ d  t o  s h i e l d  10 1 

7/1?/3 6 n e s t l i n g s  from sun.) 1 0 ~  

Repdy t o  f l y  ~ n d  m i d e n  f l i g h t :  
The n e s t l i n g s  s t r e t c h e d  t h e i r  hi d  whenever given E chince. 

They pushed ~ n d  turned  i n  the n e s t  ~ n d  were f e d  c o ~ t i n u ~ l l y  dur ing  

the d ~ y s  paeceding . f l i g h t ,  They s t r e t c h e d  ~ n d  ~ lmos t  c ~ u g h t  the 

food e s  the ~ d u l t s  f lea,  p ~ s t  the nes t ,  They preened 2nd s t r e t c h e d  

t h e i r  wings end s p r e ~ d  the  t ~ i l .  A f t e r  f l ~ p p i n g  2nd f l u t t e r i n g  ~ n d  

s p r e ~ d i n g  the f e z t h e r s  from v ~ r i o u s  ~ n g l e s  on the r i m  of the n e s t  

the young perched on the  h i g h e s t  p o r t i o n  of the n e s t  ~ n d  ~ f t e r  

r e s t i n g  2nd s t r e t c h i n g  i n t e r v r l s  took the f i rs t  f l i g h t  t o  the twig  

below, B p l ~ n c i w  end bouncing on the pe rch  while  the F d u l t  f e d  

the young ~ f t e r  F muffled "food noten ,  The o t h e r  g: r e n t  r e t u r n e d  

t o  the n e s t  w i t h  f o o d  ;.t first b u t  l~ t e r  lot,--ted the juveni le .  

Appe~r?nCe: 
I t  w 2 s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  imrgine these n ~ k e d  b i r d s  which next  

bec,-me f l u f f y  ,-nd t h e n  c p p e ~ r e d  to  be covered vii th bl,--ck p i r s  c s  

the o f f s p r i n g  of L e c s t  Flycz tchers .  The f l u f f  d i s tppec red  ~ n d  the  

b l e c k  p i n s  unshe: thed  so  t h ~ t  the o l i v e  b: ck c nd crecrq-white f r o n t  

W F S  r e v e ~ l e d  p l u s  w i n g b ~ r s  before  they l e f t  the nest .  The fern  l e  

Bore r\rvc?y the crecmy c o l o r  on he r  b r e ~ s t  while  brooding znd the m l e  

zlweys wzs trim end n e r t  ~ n d  ~ l s o  more wzry, 



song 2nd C c 1 1 :  
Twice the m l e  s m g  En i n d e s c r i b ~ b l y  melodfus ~ o n g  which 

incorpors  t e d  the  well-known nChebec* Be?;€ mingled v e r i ~  t ion .  

Eech time this  song wes g iven  from F perch  high i n  F t r ee .  

The m l e  gEve his 1ocFt ion  by u s i ~ g  the nChebec". From e f e r  

ccme the note ~ n d  then the food note pnr~ounced t b t  he c e r r i e d  

food. The fern-le znnounced food i n  the scme f e s h i o n  2nd while 

brooding m d e  rueer  h i s s i n g  hiccup notes  which were o f t e n  ~ n -  

swered under her  by i m i t a t i o n s  of this h i s s i n g  by the nes t l ings .  

The = l e  b d  a smpping  sound which he used ,-long w i t h  r r p p i d  

f l u t t e r i n g  of the wings when i n t r u d e r s  ;nd chipmunks were too 

neGr. There were four  v s r i ~  t i o n s  i n  the wing beg t  which e f f e c t e d  

the e c t i v i t y  of the nes t l ings .  

(while  the melodious song of the mile w ~ s  f i l l i n g  the ,-re2 

o v e r h e ~ d  w i t h  song , the femrle  on the n e s t  grve Fn i n t e r e s t i n g  

whispered response 5nd then  the  young under her  wings murmured.) 

BE ndi ng: 
A m e t ~ l  b,c nd w ~ s  p lcced  on one f o o t  of e~  ch n e s t l i n g  on 

the n i n t h  dzy (7/8/36) T h i s  W F S  two drys  before  f l i g h t .  The 

recorded "Chebecn i s  # 17804 ,  h he o t h e r  two ? r e  #I7803 ::nd 

# 1?80:! r e spec t ive ly .  ) P l e ~ s e  r e p o r t  cny irifornu t i o n  con- 

cerning these m- t u r i n g  L e r s t  F l y c ~ t c h e r s .  



The Nest 

The f l y c ~ t c h e r  n e s t  under o b s e r v ~  t i o n  w ~ s  complete 

b e f o r e  discovery-  The n e s t  w e s  f ~ s t e n e d  t o  P bo le  o f  

the Pcper B i rch  s c p l i n g  t=t e p o i n t  where i t  w t . s  i n  con- 

t a c t  w i t h  b u t  not suspended by two sw.11 brenches.  The 

nec. t, c o m p ~ c t ,  c u p - s h ~ p e d  s t r u c t u r e  W E  s grc duel ly  worn on 

the e c s t  r i m  of the nes t .  This p o r t i o n  s ~ g g e d  when 

the young exerc i sed  and they were n e r r l y  pushed out ,  

The trimming of s t r i p s  of  woven B i r c h  berk   round 

the bu lk  of the n e s t  of r o o t l e t s  2nd 4 ~ 6  i n  the  cup 

the cot ton ,  webs, end f l u f f  l i n e d  the bottom, This w ~ s  

.lumped when the n e s t l i n g s  flew. 



Mclric-Form 20 Cro. U.*hr. 1'~blralrer. Ann Arbor. hlich. 
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swnms ry:  
0bseZ-v~ t i o n s  were m d e  from F cur t ra ined  tower nblirldnpl: tform. 

1. Le;st 3'1ycc&hers' n e s t  commonly i n  ChebOybc n County i n  e 
cup-sh~ped  n e s t  ~t the forkcof i t r e e ) r h i c h  i s  8 t o  15  f t .  from 
the  ground. 

f .  Three white  eggs i n  the n e s t  k tched. One hr tched ezch  d ~ y .  1 
3. Weight i n c r e ~ s e d  s grgm p e r  d ~ y  on the 3rd84th ,pnd 5 t h  deys. 

Increzse  i n  growth w ~ s  r ~ p i d  i n  wings ~ n d  t ~ i l .  1 
! 

4. Xest l ings  f e d  on yolk  f o r  the f i r s t  dry. Then f o r  s e v e r a l  
dsys they were f e d  by r e ~ u r g l t ~  t i o n  ~ n d  1,- t e r  were cpred f o r  on 
an i n s e c t  d i e t .  

5, Approach t o  the  n e s t  W E S  g r ~ d w l ,  I 
6, A r e f l e x  c ~ u s e d  the  young t o  void  sn e x c r e t ~  S F C  e f t e r  

feeding. This W F S  d isposed of by the ~ d u l t s  ~t f i r s t  b u t  l ~ t e r  
the n e s t l i n g s  voided t h i s  sec  over the worn e ;s t  r i m  of the nest .  

7.The n e s t l i n g s  were brooded dur ing  the  f i r s t  k l f  of the 
per iod  b u t  l e t e r  the s d u l t s  s h i e l d e d  them from the werther  by 
r e m i n i n g   stride the  nes t ,  

8. A f t e r  s q l e  p r e p ~ r ~ t i o n  t h e  b i r d s  were reEdy t o  f l y  from 
the h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i n  the nes t ,  

9, The n ~ k e d  b i r d s  were covered w i t h  down which r e m i n e d  on  
the t i p s  of the  b lock  p i n s  which pushed o u t  end u n s h e ~ t h e d  so 
t k t  the f l e d g l i n g s  were s i m i l r r  t o  the r -dul t s  when o u t  of nest .  

10, A n  unusuel song w a s  w ~ r b l e d  by the m l e  t o  which the f ~ m i l y  
responded ~ p p s r e n t l y .  The l o c ~  t i o n  nChetecw, "food wcrblen ,  
and h i s s i n g  notes  of the f ~ m i l y  were i n  evidence cont inu; l ly .  

11, The n e s t l i n g s  were b~  nded (#128(i4, #12803, #lr802)  r e spec t -  
f u l l y ,  C b r t s  r ecord  d ~ i l y  development, growth, ~ c t i v i  t y ,  ~ n d  
feeding. 

I=). Hourly pe r iods  Fre surmn~rized f r o m -  the  d r i l y  minute by 
minute record.  For ty  minutes of "b l ind* no tes  Fre included. 


