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Notes on the A e s t i m  

A P a i r  of Whip-poor-wills 

The Whip-poor-will, l i k e  the Nighthank, i n  f eed in  hab i t s  I 
i s  a b i r d  of the air, bu t  l i k e  the Righthawk, makes i t s  nest O n  - 
the pound,  if indeed, a f l a t  pki ceFamong the dead leaves  cBuld 

be. ca l led  a nest. 

The nes t  under observztion was unusually close t o  camp, 

main rozd i n t o  the  

- 

The nes t  vtax found on July  8 by accident ly  f l u s h i n g  the 
\ 

female who when disturbed gave a broken wing display,  cluck- 

i n g  and f l u t t e r i n g  along on the ground, drhgging her  wing, and 

then tdcing shor t ,  low f l i g h t s  which took her farth.er  away f r o m  

the nest  each time. two eggs were l y ing  on dead leaves  

under E, Bracken f e rn ,  bu t  i n  no way concealed by it. They 

wer 

pie 

e near the edge of 2 4 t t l e  CHearing i n  the young a s p e a  
? - 

s and gray bi rches  which form an open woods near the rodd. - 
The eggs were white, v i t h  r a t h e r  obsure l i l a c  ~ , r k i n g  2.nd a 

few d i s t i n c t  brown spo t s ;  one had very few makings,  b u t  the 

other was more heavily m.rked. From a li t t k  distance t$.ey ap- 

peared white. I n  comparing the eggs o f  the Nightha~.k and 

Whip-poor-will) Glover Allen says, "The Nighthawk l ays  a speckled 

egg that c lose ly  simulates i ts  backgkound and s o  i s  not conspic- 

uous when exposed, y e t  i ts close re% t i v e  the W h i p - i ; ~ ~ ~ - ~ i l l  



w i t h  a similLr h a b i t  of nes t ing  on bare ground, lays nearly 

white eggs w i t h  a few pale blothhes only, The di f ference  maJ 

be cor re la ted  w i t h  the d i f ference  i n  t h e i r  & b i t s  f o r  the form- 

e r  o f ten  f l i e s  by day, bu t  the l e t t e r  is ,  I think,  much more 

s t r i c t l y  nocturnal,  and   its c losely  a l l  day, concealing i t s  
A 

t e l l - t a l e  eggsm. The eggs measured 2fA19 hcc a d  J / n a o h .  

The nes t  was observed f o r  two days without a b l ind ,  

and then ( ~ u l ~  10) a b l i n d  was erected about 1 2  f e e t  away. 

!The t o t a l  number af hours .spent i n  wakching the  b i r d s  w a s  

53* of which 27* were w i t h  a Zantern o r  f l a s h l i g h t .   his 

includes three a l l -n igh t  observations).  During the per iod 

of observation the nes t  was visk ted  dai ly,  

There was no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  recognizing th.e female 

f o r  she lacked the  conspicuous white outer  t a i l  f ea the r s  

of the 3ea332, 2nd the band on her th roa t  was cre& buff i n  

mrked  conteast  t o  the  ~ h i t e  band of the male, as I found 
I 

when I had a chance to  see  the two together  l a t e r  and com- 

pare them. 

~ r o o d I i n g  was done e n t i r e l y  by the  few. le ,  who, ex- 

cept when flushed, r e m i n e d  on the IE s t  day and night,  She 

set nearly always i n  th s m  positbon w i t h  tk long axis of 

her body on a l i n e  t h e t  would have b i sec ted  tk i n t e r s e c t i o n  

of the $& foads; however, if the roads influenced her  choice 

of pos i t ion,  i t  seems strange tla t occzsiormlly she f a c e j i n  

exactly tb o ~ p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  ( bu t  on the s&e l i n e ) .  some- 

times &he faced more nearly toward the =in road. Usually she 

brooded w i t h  her eyes p a r t i a l l y  b\osed, opening them a t  any 

sudden motion, and shming  she wzs not asleep;  cccas ional ly  

* A l k ~ ,  G/O*'-'B,~L r n b  f h e j p  fln,rbYk'-lP.lll. 



her eyes were completely closed ad she seemdd t o  be s leepirg .  

She wauld remain ho t ion l e s s  f o r  an hour at a time, of ten ,  and 

*en move - only s lgght ly ,  rocking back ad f o r t h  as i f  turning 

the eggs w i t h  her f e e t ,  (only once did  I see her use her b i l l  

t o  turn the  eggs1 The ggga lay l a r  gthwise to  the long axir of 

her body and p a r a l l e l  t o  each other ,  unle ss she k $t i n  z hurry 

ank disarranged them. During the  daytime she w a s  not  d is turbed 

by noises such as czused by sm pping of f i nge r s ,  coughing, 

talking,  s inging o r  clapping of W d ' g ,  Passing cafa d i d  not  

seem t o  bother  her ,  although she wouU~ sometimes s l e e p i l y  open 

her eyes when One went by: Towad dusk. she w a s  more a l e r t ,  

If th? r e  w a s  any one t i r e  when she was more nmotionlessn 

than another,  i t  seemed t o  be on tk ho t t e s t  days. . Even with 

the loca t ion  of the n e s t  i n  mind i t  w a s  sont times Bard to  see 

her a t  f i r s t  when I entered the b l ind ,  s o  pe r f ec t ly  "obl i tera-  

t ive"  was her colorat ion,  and anyone e l s e  who cane i n t o  the 

b l ind  h d  the g r e e t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  l oca t ing  her. As Herrick 

says, "The Whip-poor-will I z y s  t w o  uhi t e  deaicately spo t ted  
E 

eggs which a.re conspicnaus enough whenever we cbance t o  f l u s h  
I 

the f a l l e n  l e a f  * t ha t  s o  sedulously covers them.. . .No o b l i  t e r -  ' - 
a t i v e  color ing i s  needed when so  close a s i t t e r  p i c t u r e s  upon 

her body with microscopic f i d e l i t y  tk subdued color ing of the 

f o r e s t  f l o o r ,  and i n  p a t t e r n  ah i ch  as Abbot Thayer t e r s e l y  re- 
I .  

mrked  i s  'p rec i se ly  s imi la r  t o  none, y e t  amply f i t t i n g  a l l '  

I could en te r  the  b l i n d  f r o m  the r e a r  of i t  without d is-  

turbing her ,  b u t  i f  I approached i n  f r o n t  of  the b l i n d  and more 

than three  f e e t  c loser  to  her ,  she flew o f f  th n e s t  w i t h  a 

sharp cluck and dropped to  tB ground a few f e e t  av;ay, f l u t t e r -  

I. Hcrr;&, ~ 4 1 4  Birds art H o m e  . 



ing  about, dragging her wings, add u t t e r ing  a s ing le  m t e  of 

d i s t r e s s  again k - d  ag i in .  Usually she d id  not  go far away nor 

f l y  high, but  solp times she perched crosswise on a small, low 

branch. With Wch mcluckm her head went up a ~ d  down and her  

th roa t  puffed out. Sometimes shw TAD a d  xibrake .&f l throat  rapid- 

ly ,  otherwise s i t t i n g  s o  s t i l l  t h a t  only this pu l sa t ing  @We a q  

ind ica t ion  of her presence; she would continue this  sometimes . f o r  

f i v e  o r  t e n  minutes a t  a t i m e .  A t  f i rs t  when f lushed whe stayed 

away f r o m  the  nes t  an hour and a ha l f  or two h o u r s ,  bu t  a f t e r  the 

b l i n d  w a s  up s'LQ WOUX usua l ly  r e tu rn  i n  f i f t e e n  to  t h i r t y  minuf;es 

On raiJly days i t  seemed t o  me th& she l e f t  the nes t  more r e luc t -  

znt ly ,  %ut whether tbt  w a s  because of a g rea t e r  des i r e  t o  pro- 

t e c t  the eggs o r  because I n&e l e s s  noise approaching on the wet 
-9 

leaves, I do not know. She d id  not r e typ  much sooner A t  thas e  .u.:x 

times. 

She l e f t  the  nes t  voluntaxi ly  only ~t dusk and damn, be- 

twem 8.40 and 9.00 p.m., and betwean 4.15 and 4.50 a m m e  (usual-  

l y  a t  8.45 p.m. ahd 4.40 a . m . ) ,  remaining away f o r  fnom 15-25 

minutes. Usually she gave one "cluckn and f lew off  d i r ec t ly .  

Sometimes she went s i l e n t l y ,  bu t  I never say her crawl E,Piay from 

the n e s t  before f l y i n g  as Bas been reported. On re tu rn ing  she  

would drop down netrby, give a cluck or  t w o ,  and drop down on the 

edge o f  tk nest,  before s e t t l i n g  herse l f  on tk eggs. On one oc- 

cesion she turned the eggs w i t h  her b i l l  a n d ' f e e t  before s e t t l i n g  

on them. These clucks she gave mere simik r to  the  c a l l  notes 

t h a t  I hea-rd her give t o  the m a l e  l ~ t e r ,  b u t  only once before tk 

eggs k t c h e d  d i d  I see the male, The f i rst  night  I found the nes t  

he flew i n  f o r  a few Winutes, b u t  as I d id  not b v e  the  b l i n d  up 



I could not ge t  close enough t j  s e e  whether he brooded the eggs 

o r  whether she remained on the nes t ,  It  w a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  dark 

on tbe ground, bu t  as he flew I could nee d i s t i n c t l y  the  white 

f l a s h  of his t a i l  feaghers. A t  o the r  times he stayed nearby sing- 
i t ing, One b r i @  moonlight night  he sang u n t i l  about 2.30, when ?r$,  

the moon went down, and s t a r t e d  i n  @gain about 3,30,~md tht  same 

night when I l e f t  the b l i n d  once o r  twice he s t a r t e d  a d i s t r e s s e d  . 

clucking f r o m  very Ear, keeping i t  up f o r  twenty minutes u n t i l  

I went back i n t o  h e b l ind ,  

The incubation per iod f o r  whip-poor-will eggs i s  var iously  

given as 1 4 .  days( ~udubon)  , 17days ( ~ u r n s )  , 19d.a.y~ ( ~ t w e ~ l ) ,  and 

24 days f ~ o m  the  lay ing  o f  the second egg ( ~ o b e r t s ) ,  The eggs 

i n  this nes t  hztched on July  20, twelve dzys aPter  tk$ discovery- 

Unfortunately I w a s  on en alh6day f i e l d  t r i p ,  and so m a s  not  pre- 

sen t  when they hatched, bu t  when I v i s i t e d  the nes t  a t  seven or 

clock tha t  evening I knew a t  once from tk ac t ions  of the female 

w k t  had occurred. She w a s  on the nes t  bu t  moving very r e~ t ik s s ly .  

S b  l e t  me ge t  very much c loser  than ususl  before leaving,  gave 

v o i c e  t o  louder clucks, and stayed very close t h i l e  I w a s  exam- 

ining the chicks. One s h e l l  w a s  not i n  the  nest;  the other  w a s  

i n  two pieces,  very neat ly  and c leanly  broken about one-third of 

the way f r o m  the b rge r  erd . I removed it ,  bnd l a t e r  pu t  i t  

back, bu t  crushed i t  i n  so doing; i t  was never removed, 

The young b i r d s  were covered wi th  golden brown n a t a l  down 

w i t h  bare spots  on the  back, under the wings adA knees. When 

picked up they "mewedu l i k e  k i t t e n s ,  The yolk showed p l a i n l y  on 

the n ght s ide  of the body, It gradually disappeared , the LCt 

trace  shoving w h e n  Athey were f i v e  and six days old. Their eyes 



- 6 -  

were not open b u t  they  could walk. When I went down t o  t h  

nes t  a t  t e n  o 'c lock t h a t  n igh t ,  tke f e d l e  t r i e d  t o  l e a d  them away 

and they were fo l lowing her .  

The m t i a p p e a a e d  almost immediately, end a l l  the  tine I - 

w a s  p u t t i n g  up a fence  a r m n d  t h e . n e s t ,  b o t h  b i r d s  s t a y e d  near,  

s lucking 2nd f l y i n g  about very low. The fence was arde of cheese- 

c lo th ,  zb'out 2 f e e t  high, and 

an enclosure  a p p r i f i -  
I m t e l y  four  by f i v e  f e e t ,  as . i 

shown i n  the accompanying . p i c  ' 
t u r e  . 1 I 

I 

Erom this t ine on t h e  
I 

mle took p a r t  i n  t h e  ca re  of i 1 
the  chicks. The female brood,: - 

ed them a l l  day and night b u t  'at dawn and dusk l e f t  f o r  f rom 

f i f t e e n  to  t h k r t y  minutes. I wes never a b k  t o  f i n d  the male 
N. 

during the daytime, hunt as I would, b u t  each eve&ng he appeared 

a t  about 8-45, not  alway, however, coming from the  same d i r e c t i o n .  
c&I i  The usual  preceeding w a s  then  as follows: - 

The rmle gave th whip-poor-will c a l l  a couple of times. 

~he-fmale gave a cluck i n  reply .  

The m a l e  f l ew near  t h e  nes t ,  sometimes so c lose  t o  t h e  b l i n d  

I could hear his wings. ( o r d i n a r i l y  they  bo th  f l ew s i l e n t l y ) .  

Sometimes he a l i g h t e d  on one o f  the guy ropes of the b l i n d  and 

went from t h e r e  t o  h i s  f a v o r i t e  2erch i n  a maple t r e e  nearby. 

Then the f e m l e  n a l d  k ave, end almost  immediately t h e  male 
*t c b - c  

nould f l y  t o  t h e  nes t ,  feedhand brood themr,fo~:.about f i f t e e n  

minutes. Both he and t h e  female always f lew i n t o  the n e s t  and 

l e f t  i t  f ~ ~ m  the same d i rec t ion ,  on the  s i d e  of the encl0sWe 



- 7 -  

toward the bl ind,  Then the fern l e  would r e  turn ,  cluck f r o m  a 

nearby t r ee ,  he woull leave and she vied come i n  t o  the nes t  

and feed  tb chicks, s t ay  a b m t  f i v e  minutes and leave for  an- 

other f i f t e e n ,  while he took her place. She f e d  sometimes one 

and som times bo th  youn$ each t i m  she came t o  tls nest ,  but  on 

some occasions she stayed away only f o r  one i n t e r v a l  gnstead of 

two, Twice i t  seemed t o  me t h a t  ore of the bab ies  climbed on the 

back of the male Snd b ~ o o d e d  t h r e  f o r  a few flinutes. The t w o  

pa.rents were bo th  on the nes t  only once when the e l e  d id  not lea= 

immediately on the r e t u r n  of the f e m l e ,  whereupon she flew i n  

from the s ide  opposite t o  the bl ind ,  wx% a l m o s t  knocke 
* 

the nes t  i n  her haste.  He l e f t  as she lqnded, 

The feeding w a s  by regurg i ta t ion ,  The ym ng b i r d  graspdd 

the paren t ' s  b i l l  between his, his nmewsn changed to  a high squeal 

ing,and by a f l u t t e r i n g  of t iny  ou ts t re tched  wings he kept  h i s  

balance. B o t h .  parents  when feeding the chicks ke2t  up a con- 

tinuous s o f t ,  g u t t e r a l  chucking w h i $ H  had the e f f e c t  o f  coming f r o 4  

deep i n  the t h roa t  and was qui te  d i f f e r e n t  from the ordinary 

clucks, mebe V\/G s m * ha# sczh ~ d a h o n  w ordins ,( f7 t h  r vY.U/d /ea ve 
t h e  s l k  />,me d,ct%. 1. 

After feeding time, 'tk male usual ly  s tayed near&, o f ten  

s inging o r  if qu ie t  he would f l y  a t  me with clucks o f  d i s t r e s s  

when I l e f t  the b l ind ,  showing t h a t  he was "on tke  jobn. I a m  

not sure t h a t  he always a s s i s t ed  $ith the  morning feeding which 

took place about 4.40, ( ~ t  l m  s t  once he d i d  ~ o t  s b w  up). 

The f a m i l i a r  c a l l  of the %hip-poor-pi l l  cons i s t s  of 

three notes,  the f i r s t  a c k  ar ,  r ing ing  w h i s t &  the ' boor -a i l l * '  

o r  boor-wee' o r  hoor-way a reedy, v i b r a t i n g  ut terance  w i t h  e q h a -  

sis and a  r i s i n g  i n f l e c t i o n  ofi the 3a st  sy l l ab l e .  This p a r t i c u l a r  



/ 
b i r d  i n v a r i a b l ~  s a i d  nwhip-poor-ween. The loudness and r a p i d i t y  

of his &%Is seemed t o  be c o r r e h  t e d  w i t h  the  weather. There were 

none i n  bad weather, scarce lyaay  on windy n ights .  The c a l h  were 

most f r e q u e n t  on warm, c a b  evenings and on br ight  moonlighb 

n igh t s  they kep t  up almost  a l l  night .  

The number of c a l l s  v z i e d  from L8, 28, 31, 38, 41, 50, 

58, and 78, t o  120, the average number without  emen a t i n y  pauee 

be ing  28. Saundere i n  his "Guide t o  B i r d  Songsn says. 'when 

one i s  near t h e  s i n g i n g  b i r d  he may s o m e t i s  s hear  a s h o r t  ex- 

p los ive  tuck1 before  the f i r s t  wl- i s t led  note of tk phrasew.  / '  

I n  this case not  one, b u t  2, 3, 4 ,  o r  5 short  c lucks prededed 

each ca l l ing .  

The speed a l s o  v a r i a d  from one i n  every second and a half 

t o  s o ' r a p i d  they could not be counted. Tt sonetirnes seemed as i f  

the s i n g e r  got  going s o  f a s t  he s t u t t e r e d ;  then  he woua s t o p  and 

start i n  slowly and d e l i b e r a t e l y .  Some times he s a i d  nwhip-poor- 
/ / / / 

wee, poorzwee; poor-wee, poor-wee, poor-ween. Once when " tuning  

upn, he s a i d  nWhip-poor-wee, whip-poor!, and stopged i n  the middle 

of his song when the female c a l l e d  t o  h i m  as i f  t o  remind h i m  of 

household d u t i e s .  AS the season advanced, the c a l l i n g  became 
/ A l e s s  f r equen t ,  6 th  longer  i n t e r v a l s  be tween each Whip-poor-1ve.e ". 

1. After making notes  t o  this e f f e c t ,  I found Dayton S tone l s  re- 
$%rt?bf  a s tudy of Vhip-poor-will c a l l s  which ~howed d e f i & t e l y  
that the  average number diminished w i t h  the  advancing season and 
a l s o  that the c a l l s  b e c q e  more and more labored  and i r r e g u l a r  
as th  energy and incen t ive  f o r  p r o t r a c t e d  c a l l i n g  w a s  l a c k i n g  
toward tbx c lose  o f  t he  breeding  season. He a l s o  found that the 
h o u r  a t  r h i c h  the  eaehhng c a l l s  began averaged e a r l i e r  (by the  
clock)  zs t h e  season advanced, and that the i n t e r v a l  between 
the  s e r i e s  of c a l l s  increased. 



Two days a f t e r  t h e  eggs hatched I mmed the  b l i n d  w i t h i n  

two f e e t  of the  enclosure .  That n ight  when I v i s i t e d  the nes t ,  

both  b i r d s  f l ew about ve ry  l o w ,  f l y i n g  a t  me,  and hovering i n  

ohe spo t  w i t h  tngs e i b r a t i n g  r k p i d l y  t o  mainta in  their pos i t i&.  

This was t h e  only time I s a w  them behave i s  this  fashion .  

I was s t i l l  a b k  t o  e n t e r  the b l i n d  from t h e  r e a r  without .  

d i s t u r b i n g  the femab , However, when I f l u s h e d  her t o  wd gh 

and measure one of t h e  young b i r d s ,  s h w  s t a y e d  away f o r  longer  . 

2nd longer  i n t e r v a l s .  Whim I v i s i t e d  the b l i n d  wihout f l u s h i p g  

her ,  I found her m0r.e and n, r e  of t e n  ou t s ide  tk enclosure  c a l l -  

i n g  t o  the chicks and t r y i n g  t o  g e t  them through the fence.  -The 

5 c a l l s  %he gave on t h e s e  occasions reminded me of a hen w i t h  her 

chicks. I represen ted  them i n  my notes  as fol lows:  

- - - -  A/-/-_ _/--- - 
C/U& d u c k  c/u& C/P-VVU& -C/WK.  c/e -wu& 

11 

A t  t imes she sounded v e r y  exasperated b e c a ~  e  of t h e i r  f a i l u r e  

to  fiblitow her ,  he r  c a l l s  coming c l o s e r  ind c l o s e r  toge the r ,  and' c-1 

@.e herse l f  f l y i n g  a t  i n t e r v a l s  of s c a r c e l y  a minute f r o m i ~ a e  

' s ide  of the enclosure  t o  the  other ,  Even on r a i n y  days she was 

o f t e n  ou t s ide ,  2nd the chicks were chid and we*. One t e r r i f i c a l -  

l y  stormy d ~ y  (Monday, J u l y  26) she brooded them, b u t  on the 

next day which w.. s a l s o  r a i n y ,  one was dry and the  o t h e r  w a s  CON, 
wet, and pecked. T h  female m a s  nowhere i n  s i g h t ,  (1t w a s  

n z t  the one I had marked t o  weigh that w a s  pecked). BO th 

chicks kept  up a cont inuous *mevingn, sometimes w i t h  t h e i r  eys 

and mouths both  c losed ,  I warmed them up u n t i l  8.30 p.m , w i t h  

s t i l l  no sigh of th fem.le, and then  p u t  them back i n  the en- 

closure. A t  8 -45  t h e  male arr ived ,  c a l l e d  enqu i r ing ly  and f lew 

around the b l i n d  and enclosure  s e v e r a l  t imes; f i n a l l y  he a l i g h t e d  

and f e d  the chicks,  They snuggled under h i m  b u t  s t i l l  c r i e d  as 



if hungry. He l e f t  a t  9.00 as usual and sang, bu t  came back a t  

9.15. I l e f t  a t  9.25 t o  g e t  a f l a s h l i g h t ,  b h  nke t, hot-water 

b o t t k  and a fu r - l i ned  glue, so that i f  the male l e f t  I could 

ep the chicks warm without taking them'out of -the Bhcldsure. 
lrrfurnu) 

could pree by the  fiashlight that a br rd  w a s  on the nes t ,  bu t  

could not t e l l  rhich it w a s ,  srb I stayed i n  the b l i n d  a l l  night. 

1 ~ '  the l i g h t  of a f l a s h l i g h t ,  the  eyes aE a Whig-Boor-will glow 

l i k e  red  coals .  A t  dawn I found that i t  w a s  tkE  femak on the 

nes t ,  ,&who evident ly  had been there  s ince by shor t  absence 

the night before.  One of the  babies w a s  under her ,  b u t  the other 

was l y ing  i n  f r o n t  of her, end looked dead, On c loser  examina- 

t ion  I found hb m a s  more pecked and there w a s  f r e s h  lihood oh his 

wing. I took h i m  home and warmed h i m  up s o  t&.t he s t m  t ed  

chirping f a i n t l y , b u t  ~ X l e  I w a s  a t  b reakfas t  he died. 

After  this I d id  not tale the other chick out of the encloe 

sure, but  t he  fenrale w a s  more and more e a s i l y  alarmed, and stayed 

away longer o r  t r i e d  pe re i s t en t ly  t o  ge t  the  chick through the 

fence, f l y i n g  from one side t o  the o ther ,  z.nd he answering her 

c a l l s  and t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  L way out. I n  the  e a r l i e r  h i s to ry  of the 

nes t ,  I had obserbed i t  with a l an t e rn ,  pacing the l i g h t e d  lan- 

t e rn  i n  the  enclosure a t  7.30 o r  8.00 o'clock a h i l e  there  wa.s 

s t i l l  dayligh3. The b i r d s  hed not seemed to  mind it. NoE, how- 

ever, they v ~ a u  ld not co nle i n  t k e  enclosure while i t  was there.  

Saturday night ,  Ju ly  31, nei ther  b i r d  care armnd,  even r!ith the 

l i g h t  gone. I waited u n t i l  10.30 without hezring the cluck 

yi::hich usual ly  announced t h e i r  p e s e n c e  some~~here i n  th v ic in i ty .  

A s  I stood outs ide  the b l ind ,  one of them f lew a t  me out  of the 

dakness  suddenly, S O  cloee I could f e e l  tb a i r  from i t s  wings. 



I l e f t  very q u i e t l y  wi thout  t u r n i n g  on a f l a s h l i g h t .  I debated 

whether t o  take the  f ence  down ad 3e t the chick go, b u t  s i n c e  I 

thau.ght the p a r e n t s  had r e t u r n e d  ~ e ~ w ~ & a B b y ,  I decided t o  s t a y  

away f o r  a couple of days, and  see i f  they woux remain. How- 

ever,   hen I went back on A w s t  t h i r d ,  the  second chick had 
* 

died. I v i s i t e d  the nes t  a couple of ti= a t  dusk b u t  t h e  parents.  

t o  my knowledge d i d  not come back t o  it. 

* 
From t h e  r e p o r t s  '8lhave hezrd of t h e  n e s t i n g  of the  N i g h t -  

hawk I s h a l d  say that the Whip-poor-will, while c lose ly  r e h  t e d ,  

i s  shyer and more e a s i l y  a;armed, ( I  w a s  never abk  as m a s  Mr. 

Mathiak, t o  put  t h e  l a n t e r n  i n  t b  enclosure without d i s t u r b i n g  

the b i r d ,  no msltter how 5L omly I approached. ) 

I t  might be poss ib2  t o  observe a Whig-poor-will's n e s t  w i t h  

a l a g e r  enclosure t h a n  I had. Once I found -the femzle b ~ o o d g n g  

the chicks a t  one s i d e  of the enclosure ,  a l though o r d i n a r i l y  when 

I p h c e d  them i n  the  o r i g i n z ~ l  n e s t  she would r e t u r n  t o  them t h e r e  

i f  she v;ent back t o  t h e  enclosure  a t  a l l .  I f e e l  th-t the lo-  

c a t i o n  of q y  n e s t  may b v e  had a good d e a l  t o  do w i t h  t he  d e s e r t -  

i n g  of i t  by the pa ren t s .  Severc l  people t o l d  me they went the re  

i n  my absence, and doub t l e s s  o t h e r s  were a t t r a c t e d  by the con- 

spicuous b l i n d  a d  f e n c e  so  c lose  t o  the  road, Also t h e  ve ry  bad  

storm, (D ming as it d i d  when t h e  chicks were so s m a l l ,  may h ve 

wezkened the f i rs t  chick. 

The brooding i n s t i n c t  i n  t h e  female s e e m d  t o  i n c r e a s e  ::I-+ 

u n t i l  zbout two days a f t e r .  t h e  chicks  hatched, and then diminished 

The day before  the eggs bztched, she r e t u r n e d  t o  the  n e s t  i n  f i v e  
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minutes a f t e r  I went i n t o  the b l ind  - the s h o r t e s t  time wi th in  

which she k d  returned.  She s a t  on the edge of tb nest f o r  

f i v e  minutes and then went back on the eggs. T-he day a f t e r  the  

eggs hatched, she re turned i n  f i v e  minutes t o  the chicks. 1 
1 
3 

I 

DEVELOPMIBT OF TFE YOUNG 

When hatched they were covered e n t i r e l y  w i t h  down, i 
b u t  otherwise were qu i te  a l t r i c a l ,  being b l i n d  and helpless.  ? 

Their a b i l i t y  t o  f o l l ~ e  the f emab has a l ready been IIE ntioned. I 
The fea ther  t r a c t s  showed. paainly on back ald wings, The f r o n t  I 
of the t a r sus  w a s  covered w i t h  down, the back &re. There wsts 

a l i g h t e r  spot on the head, and one on the th roa t ,  T h e i r  tube- 

l i k e  nos t r i l s  .were r a t h e r  conspicuous, and there  w a s  a w h i t i s h  I 

egg tooth a t  th t i p  of  tb upper mandible. 

A s  seen by the appended char t ,  there  w a s  a gradual  

increase i n  weight u n t i l  the k s t  tv:o days, By the f i f t h  day 

th pin  f e a t h e r s  on tk wing viere 6 mm. long. They showed f i rs t  

on the primaries,  then on the seconda.kres and f i n a l l y  -on the 
$-(/~s. w e e &  

t e ~ t i a 3 i e s , r n  ,.fie right wing increased from e igh t  t o  twenty- 

f o u r  mm. and the  len$th of the whole body f r o m  f i f t y  to  

s ix ty-f ive  mm. 



Date - Wei&t Rt, Wing 

# 
2 

July 20 
- - -- 

July 21 

July 23 
i 

- _ - __ 

4 -  3 s '  I I 

I 
4 

! - - - -  - 1 
I Daily Development of Nestling Daily Development of Nestling 

. 
IVame of bird I Name of bird I I 

I I 

Record by Date &if. 4 Record by 

Locality 

Weight 5: 6 8 gms. 

L=gth $3 mm. 
Tail mm. 

S i l l  3 mm. 

Bill-eye q mm. 

Bill-gape 10 mm. 

Bill-nostril 3 mm. 

'we-diam. 6 m. 

Fxtent 3 
ningrto 8 mm. 

Foot - . I 
Flight foot I 

No. Toe Nail 

10 ! 

2. t 

Appearance of feathers and changes in 
behavior. 

Weight 

Length- 

r a i l  
b i l l  
i + 
 ill-eye 8 
6 i1l-g ape 

1 

! 
Bill-nostril 3 
we-dim. g 
Fxtent 

sling rt. c C 

mm. 

mm. 

mm. 

mm . 
mm. 

mm. 

mm. 

mm. 

Primary mm. 

Foot-bo* m. 

Tarsus-toe mm. 

Foot /$- mmo 
! 

Right foot I 

No. Toe Nail i 

1 0  rf 

A?peara.ce of feathers- and changes in 
j - behavior. 


