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Birde of Grape-Vine Po in t  

In t roduct ion 

The f o l l o e n g  study of  t h e  Birds of  Grape-Vine Po in t  was made 

as a p a r t  of a c l a a s  assignment under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Dr, P e t t i n g i l l ,  

from J u l y  15 t o  August 10, 1939. The region was v i s t i e d  e a r l y  on 

Tuesdays and Saturday mornings as w e l l  a s  two other s h o r t  t r i p s  a 

week, which u s u a l l y  were i n  t h e  evening. Not many spec ies  of b i rds  

were found bu t  s 3 m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s  regarding them were found. 

Grape-Vine Po in t  is l w a t e d  in  t h e  a2uth shx-e of Douglas Lake, 

Cheboygan C?unty, Michigan. The P a r t i c u l a r  region s tud ied  ( s e e  map) 

l i e s  on t h e  east s i d e  and n ~ t h  end of t h e  P ~ i n t  between t h e  raad 

and t h e  Lake. The h a b i t a t  va r i es  from a b m t  f i f t y  t o  a  hundred yards 

wide and is about fbrr& hundred yards long. 

For c;nvience i n  r e c x d i n g  t h e  region was devided i n t o  seven 

p a r t s  of a b s u t  equal  a r e a ,  Areas No. 1 and 7 ( see  map) a r e  t h e  beach 

regions. Both of these  a r e a s  have p a r t  of t h e  beach sand; p a r t  of it 

rocky; and p a r t  covered with a Carex a s s x i a t i o n ,  The rocky r e g i ~ n  

is  a t  t h e  n x t h - e a s t  t i p  of t h e  Point.  

A r e a  No. 2 i s .  located a t  t h e  west end of  t h e  &batat and has 

a n  aspen a s s a c i a t i o n  gr ,wing on it. The Aspen a r e  l a rge  t r e e s  and 

the re  a r e  mny shrubs and sml l  hardwo3d t r e e s  grzaing ammg them. 

3n t h e  i c e  r i d g e  a t  t h e  n7r th  s i d e  of t h e  a r e a  a r e  f m n d  s e v e r a l  

la rge  a p l e  t r e e s  and msny grapevines. %ill;wa; *gild Cherry; Alder; 

F te r i s ;  end Blue-berries a r e  frtund am ng t h e  A s ~ e n s .  The land is 



low and damp. J u t  i n  back o f  t h e  r i d g e  which has been formed by 
I - 

-'.; t h e  i c e  is  a m i r r o r  boggy s t r i p  of land which had a few inches  of 
\-L* ;L%-- - 

water bn it dur ing  J u l y  b u t  wae dry i n  August. 

Areas Nos. 3,4,5, a n d  6 a r e  much a l i k e  i n  be ing  hardwoods 

a e s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  maples as dmina_te t r e e s 3  a l l  are 3n high 

land and have a s t e e p  bank t o  t h e  beach,except Xo. 6 and  p a r t  o f  N>. 

5 which s l o p e  i n t o  a lowland f w e s t  of hardwood b e f o r e  t h e  beach i s  

reached. There are a few clumps of S m c h  and  e2me B i l d  C h e r r i e e  

a l o n g .  t h e  road b u t  i n  gene ra l  t h e  p l a n t s  3f t h e  r e g i  In a r e  n o t  used 

f o r  faod bu t  do p r ~ v i d e  a c x e r  n o t  m l y  f a r  t h e  b i r d s  b u t  f o r  i n s e c t s  

which t h e  b i r d s  f e e d  on 

I n s e c t s  

I n s e c t s  were ve ry  abkundant t h r o u g h - ~ u t  t h e  r e g i o n  u n t i l  a b o u t  

August 1, e x p e c i a l l y  mcjsqu&toes; a f t e r  t h a t  t ime t h e y  were g r e a t l y  

reduced i n  number. S i n c e  a l l  t h e  y>u?g b i r d s  af t h e  r e g i ~ n  were f l y i n g  

by Augu4 1 it i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  b i r d s  of t h i s  h a b s t a t  

sll  r s i ~ e  t b e i r  your~g  hen t h e  i r i sec t  p o p u l a t i ~ n  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t .  

C l ima t i c  C7ndit ions 

The c l i x s t i c  c o n d i t ~ n s  were z b s u t  average  f ~r t h e  r e g i ~ n  dur ing  

t h e  t i n e  ~f t h i s  s tudy;  except  t h s t  ve ry  l i t t l e  r a i n  ;.;as had. I t  r a i n e d  

?nl$rsice diiring J u l y  b u t  i n  August t h e r e  ivere showers D n  s even  days. 

The t e q e r a t u r e  r3nged from a  high of  93 desrees  on &uly 24, t o  a l ax  

a f  47 on July 16. I t  m % s  3bserved t h s t  93 t h e  c . l d e r  a w n i n g s  t h e  b i r d s  

were faund i n  t h e  open sun y p lsces  z h i l e  dur ing  t h e  v z r m  p s r t  3f t h e  

day they  Rere t c ~  be f':uxd i n  t h e  shsde  af t h e  wmds. 



Feeding Areas 

A number gf f e e d i n g  a r e a s  were sbserved. a e r - h e a d  b p l e  

b r t i n s  and E igh tbwks  r e g u l a r l y  fed;  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  evening. 
t 

\ 

The sift  l ~ w l a n d  7f area No. 6 was used by a p a i r  of R ~ b i n e  and 

a Roodcock. A l m g  t h e  rocky  p a r t  of  areas Koa. 1 and 7 S p a t t e d  

Sandpipers huqted f-:r i n s e c t s .  R e d s t a r t s  were o f t e n  f ~ u n d  i n  the 
z 

Sumach p s t c h  of area Ko, 5 e a r l y  i n  t h e  m;rning b u t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

day were m x e  o f t e n  f3und i n  near-by h@plee. Red-eyed Virem; 

a T o ~ d  Pevree; and a f a n i l y  of  S lack  Ducks used a r e a  No. 2 a s  a 

feeding  g r  nund. 

T e r r i t w i e e  

The f o l l ~ w i ~ g  t e r r i t o r i e s  mere n 3 t  s t u d i e d  i n  any g r e s t  d e t a i l  - 

b u t  a r e  based on s e e i n g  the b i r d s  i n  t h e  r eg ign  on s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  

x c a s i o n s .  F m r  R e d s t a r t  t e r r i t o r e s  % e r e  f ~ m d .  The f i r s t  t w 3  were 

i n  s d j a c e n t  c ~ r r e r a ,  E a r  t h e  road,  3f a r e a s  iicts. 5 and  6;  t h e s e  

t e r r i t w i e s  s e e ~ e d  t~ ~ v e r l a p ;  a t  l e a s t  b s t h  f a z i i l i e s  used t h e  sane 

Sumch p s t c h  a s  a f e e d i n g  a r e a ,  A t h i r d  wss determined by s e e i n g  t h e  

imle,  and s x i e t i z e s  t h e  f e m l e  , on each  t r i p  t 7  t h e  c e n t r a l  p r t  ~f 

area No. 3. A f . j - n t h  was determined by a n e s t  p l sced  a t  t h e  @ e a t  end 

of a r e a  f:o. 2 a ~ d  by s e e i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  2 f  b i rd s ;  h2wever, t h e s e  b i r d s  

s p e n t  mast of' t h e i r  t ime  3ff if t h e  r e g i o n  s tud ied .  't'33d ?eaee ;=s 

alv~3jrs f 2wld i n  area 3 3 .  2 b u t  wzs nevsr  s een  defending t h e  t e r r i t m y  

i n  any m y .  

Bi rd  P ~ p u l n t i a n  

A b m t  z i n e t e e n  i r d i v i d u a l  b i r d s  c;uld a l ~ 2 j . s  be f312:g n t h e  

habatat hilt occssi3raal ly  t h i s  number F;ZS i n c r e s e d  by t h e  ~ d d i t i m  

of nu t s ide r s .  These b i r d s  .,ere n _ ~ i t e  evenly distributp-ted .>ver t h e  



region and fo r  t h e  m x t  p a r t  were incect i&ous  birds.  The fo l lowing 

i e  a d e t a i l e d  l i e t  of the birde. 

common Loon 

The eommon Io3n was seen feeding on three d i f f e r e n t  occasione 

along t h e  shore  of area No. 6. A t  no t i m e  m e  it seen on land, nor 

Bere any t r a c k s  3bserved. It  w a ~  genera l ly  over water which was severa l  

f e e t  deep, a p lace  where brush s h e l t e r s  been made f o r  f i s h .  

Comon Tern 

This b i r d  was seen f l y i n g  near t h e  s h x e  3n s e v e r a l  occasiane, 

and observed plunging i n t o  t h e  water i n  ses rch  of f ~ o d .  

Black Duck 

h e  female with a b r o ~ d  of n ine  Blsck Ducks was seen o f f  shore  

~f a r e s  No. 1; twice  on t h e  s h ~ e  , and twice found feeding i n  t h e  

b3ggy a r e a  of No. 2. 

The brood was hatched ac#ross  t h e  Lake a t  Sedge P3ol b u t  because 

of s o  much dis turbance  by c o l l e c t o r s  i n  t h a t  region they moved ou t  

about t h e  . l2th.  of J u l y  and perhaps came d i r e c t l y  t o  Grapevine P2int.  

Here they, according tl; t h e i r  t r acks ,  spent  much of t h e i r  t i m e  a long 

the  sandy beach of ares no. 1. h c e  the a d u l t  !as sep%rated f r o m  

t h e  y3ug but t h e  y3ung xere s a  well hidden on shore they c3uld n a t  

Gr e s t  Blue Zeron 

3ne #Great Blue H-ron uas seen i n  t h e  shallow w ~ i t s r  o f f  a r e a  K3. 

1 ear ly  3n the m ~ r n i n g  >f July 29. 3n -ne 3ther occasion t r a c k s  =ere  

seen 3n a r e a  !io. 7. Perhzips t h e s e  b i rds  feed  2ccasix1ly he re  m r l y  

i n  the  rn~rn ing  but  bocause af t h e  rass ing  b;s ts  a r e  n -t  f ,und here  a t  

2ther times. 



Wo~dcsck 

A w~odcock was f i r s t  s e e n  on J u l y  29 and tw ice  a f t e r  that on 

area So. 6. 3n t h e  occaeions it wae f luehed  it was necessa ry  t o  

walk w i t h i n  a f e w  f e e t  of it fiefore it flew. C m e i d e r i n g  t h e  d q i c u l t y  

of f l u s h i n g  t h e  b i r d  it is n ~ t  improbable t h a t  it fias been a r e g u l a r  

r e s i d e n t  of t h e  reg ion .  The g r m n d  ia damp and  e ~ f t ,  a g m d  p l a c e  f o r  

it t o  feed ,  and has mu c h  g r ~ u n d  v e g e t a t i o n  f o r  cover.  

Spo t t ed  Sandpiper  

3n every  t r i p  which c a r r i e d  me t o  t h e  beach a r e a s  Spo t t ed  Sand- 

p ipe r s  were seen. .There  seemed t o  be a b u t  s i x  i n d i v i d u a l s  which 

r e g u l a r l y  i n h a b a t i t e d  t h e  beach areas. They were most csmmmly aeen 

on t h e  nor th-eas t  p a r t  o f  t h e  P3 in t ;  t h i s  r e g i o n  i s  r x k y  and  t h e r e -  

f o r e  many i n s e c t s  f i n d  s h e l t - r  here ,  The S p s t t i e s  spend much of  t he i r 'E ,  

l ~ ~ k i n g  over t h e  r o c k s  f o r  i n s e c t s .  

fio n e s t s  of t h e s e  b i r d s  were found. This  is perhaps due t o  t h e  

l a t e n e s s  of t h e  survey  o r  perhaps t h e  b i r d s  n e s t  f a r t h e r  up t h e  beach .' 
and use  t h e  r e g i m  s t u d i e d  s n l y  as a f e e d i n g  groud. 

4 

A n e s t ,  perkizps of t h e  Sharp-shinned Hawk, m s  f3urld i n  t h e  t o p  

3f a ? k p l e  t r e e  which was coverd w i t h  grapevines.  The n e s t  r e s  ab3u t  

t h l r t y  f e e t  a b x e  t h e  g a u n d  and h d  t h r e e  eggs i+t, a l l  3f xh ich  

P 
h d  keen punctwed,  perhaps by a crow. The n e s t  had been a b s n d 3 9  

and no a d u l t s  a e r e  seen .  

Kingf i s h e r a  

T m  Kingfishers  were f 3und t> perch  Dn limbs which 3ver-hsng 



t h e  beach an a rea  30. 6 .  From th'eir perch they w3uld f l y  - u t  and 

dive a f t e r  which came wi th in  t h e i r  range. This t53k p lace  Dver t h e  

brush s h e l t e r s  which had been placed t h e r e  f o r  f i s h .  

For s >me reasan  t h e s e  b i rds  nere  seen mme - .f ten i n  t h e  evening 

than a t  ~ t h e r  t i m e s ;  B wever, t h i e  m y  be due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much 

3f t h e  mirning work was d,ne i n  t h e  wa2ds and no t  In sh>re ,  

Cuckao 

3ne old  Cuckoo's n e s t  was f ~ u n d  Dn a r e a  rh. 6 but  no l i v i n g  

bi rds  were seen. 

3 i ghtha wke 

iiighthawke s e r e  seen f l y i n g  over t h e  area i n  sea rch  of food 

most every evening but  rime s e r e  ever f m n d  Dn t h e  g m d .  

Wood Pewee 

One Wood Pewee was found on every t r i p  t o  a r e a  No. 2. The 

b i rd  usual ly  s a t  3n dead limbs 3f t h e  Aspens a b s u t  twenty f e e t  abzve 

t h e  g r ~ u ~ d .  F r o m  t h e s e  perches it w ~ u l d  f l y  s u t ,  b e t ~ e e n  sangs, i n  

search 3f insec t s .  No n ~ s t s  were f lurid i n  t h e  area but  perhsps t h e  

yJung had f lswen. 

C m b i r d  

3n only one 3ccasion was an  a d u l t  03wbird seen on t h e  babzta t ;  

t h  ugh they nere seen rear by 3n severa l  occasi:ns. h e  jr3lirlg 

Cowbird v . 3 ~  r a i s e d  by a family of R e d s b r t s .  ?n 3ne x c a s i m ,  severa l  

days z f t e r  t h e  b i r d  h d  l e f t  t h e  -.est, a y2ung Cowbird a i t h  I?e i s t%r t s  

=as seen; t h i s  i s  3 e r b . p ~  t h e  ssae one ahich nss hatched. 



Ooldf inch 

K O  Goldfinch were seen  on t h e  haba ta t  but  they were seen f l y i n g  

over the  a rea  on two d i f f e r e n t  occasione. 

Scar le t  Tanager 

3ne male S c a r l e t  Tanager nae seen i n  area No. 2. I t  etopped t o  

feed f 3r a f e u  minutes and t h e n  m~ved  on. 

Purple  l & r t i n  

Purple bkr t ins  r e g u l a r l y  flew over t h e  Po in t  and a l m g  t h e  shore 

i n  search of insec t s .  

Cedar ?axwing 

A f a a i l y  3f f ~ u  Cedar 71axwings were seen i n  a r e a  KO. 6 an two 

occasions and i n  a r e a  No. 2 on 3ne x c a s i ~ n .  The yJung may have 

been hatched near by and they  came i n  on t h e  a rea  only t a  feed. 

R e d s t a r t  

Fez Redstart@ f a m i l i e s  were f o h d  on t h e  habatat. One family 

i n  area  90. 6; one i n  YB 5; ne  i n  ED. 3; and one i n  N3. 2. They 

hsve been described i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  paper. 

Black-capped Chi ciradee 

D o r i n ~  t?ie f i rs t  ~ e e k  of t h i s  s tudy Chicksdees ivere seenan 

srea I'o, 3 .  Zvidently a fzmily  but  3 f t e r  tht, except on ne 

acczsion when they  were seen i n  a rea  No. 2, they a e r e  a l m y s  seen 

outside t h e  s r e a  though near by. 

ii3bin 

Tw3 32Sir.a Rere ~3mx13nly s e e n i r ~  a rea  Yo. 6. So n e s t s  o r  

ysmg were seen; t h e r e f z e  it i s  q u i t e  p r ~ b s b l e  t h 3 t  t:-e area  

used 2 s  a feeding s r e a  a s  they were usua l ly  seen hunting fa2d on 

t h e  g r z ~ u ~ d .  



Conc lue ion  

The Grapevine P o i n t  area i s  we l l  adapted  a e  a h a b s t a t  fo r  

in sec t ivo rous  b i r d s  a n d  eDme s h o r e  b i r d s  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n 3 t  much 

f o ~ d  f o r  s eed  and  f r u i t  e a t e r s .  

Sumairy 

1. This s t u d y  wss made a t  Grapevine P o i n t  f r ~ m  J u l y  15 t o  August 

2. The r eg ion  m e  devided i n t o  seven p a r t a  f 3r c jnv ience  3f r e c ~ d i n g .  

3. There are four p l a n t  a s s o c i a t i ~ n s ;  t h e  Carex o r  beach a s s o c i a t i o n ;  

t h e  Aspen a s s o c i a t i o n ;  ar?d t h e  upland and  l m l a n d  Maple a s s x i a t i o n .  

4. I n s e c t s  were m m t  p l e n t i f u l l y  be f3 re  August. 

5. Climatic  c ~ n d i t i 2 n s  have  been q u i t e  n s r m l .  

6. There a r e  abou t  e i g h t  f e e d i n g  a r e a s  on, above o r  -.ff s h x e  ~f 

t h e  h b s t a t .  

7. The nmber  3f i n d i v i d u a l  b i r d s  t o  be f ;und i n  t h e  area a t  m x t  

sny t ime numbered a b o u t  n ine teen .  

8. Kineteen d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  o f  b i r d s  were kn3wn t o  have been 5n 

t h e  reg ion  s tudied .  

9. The r e s i ~ n  i s  w e l l  a d ~ p t e d  t o  b i rds .  
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