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On the morning of July c7 ,1941, around 10 a. m.
w hile making a survey of the birds of a wooded area at North
Pishtall Bay on Douglas Lake, Cheboygan County, Michigan, we
found a Black and White Warbler hopping close to the ground
and carrying food in its bill. ¥We approached the bird cautiously.
hoping to find a nest. But the ground vegetation was very denae
and as we sBaw no nest at first we sat down and watched ths bird.
It continued moving apout and began chirping excltedly._je iooked
down and aaw‘a smal}l garter snake (Thamnophls a. q;;&;;;aféé:gf
probably ahbout a year old) crawl By us and disappear into the
brush. The excltement of the adult warbler increased and in a
few minutes the snake returned with and,tﬁ our surprise had a
large lump in his body. %e suddenly realized that the anake
must have eaten a Black and White Warbler nestling. So we tried
to catch the snake but diqnot succeed. About a foot from the
place where the snake had reappeared we found the warbler nest
with one young bird and a warm depression where a second nestling
had been. After taking notes on the bird and nest we left to do
more birding. An hour later we'returned to the nest. It was empty!
The other nestling was probably in the stomack of the peptiie too.

If we had been able to catch the garter asnake we would have had

" more conclusive evidence of its being an enemy of ground-nesting

birds.
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