
O n  the morning or J u l y  7 ,1941, aroiind 10 a. m. 

r hlle making a eurveg of the birds of a woodecl area a t  North 

Piahtai l  Bay on Douglae Lake, Cheboygan County, Mlohigan, w e  

round a Black and White Warbler hopping close t o  the  ground 

an8 carrying food In  I t s  bill. Re approacheb the b i r d  cautiously 

hoping t o  f ind  a nest. But the  ground vegetation w a s  very &en- 

and as we aaw no nest  at f i r e t  we sat down and watched the bird.  

It omtinued moving evoht and began chirping excitedly. 38 looked 

down and aor a emall garter enake  h ha mop his g. e J r t l e , e - d  ; - 
probably about a gear old) araal ky ue and dieappear into the 

bruah. The excitement of the adult  warbler lncreaaed and i n  s 

few minute8 the snake returned w&%h md t o  our aurgriee had a 

large lump i n  his body. 3e euddenlg rea l ized  that the snake 

must  have eaten a Black  and White Warbler neetiling. 80 we t r i e d  

t o  catch .the snake but di*ot succeed.Ah4ut s root  from the 

plaae where the snake had reappeared w e  found the warbzer nes t  

with one young bird an8 a warm depression where a second nest l ing 

had been. After taking notes on the b i r d  and neat we l e f t  t o  do 

more birding. An hour l a t e r  we returned t o  the nest .  It &a empts'. 

The other nestling wae probably i n  the stomactP of the r ep t i l e  too.- 

I f  w e  had been able t o  catch the  garter enake we would have had 

more conclueive evidence of i t a  being an enemy of ground-nesting 


