’ predecessor.
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area are.‘(l) Open Water, (2) Bulrush, (3) Bulrushpcat-tail, (49
Cat-tail, (5) Gat-tail-Sedge, (6) Sedge, (7) cedar-Tamarack,

(8) Aspen, (9) Oak-Eaple._ The study of the habitat of the bird
life of such an area in terms of ecological relatlonships was the '

problem for our special attention during the field trip or June 25,

-

1945, -

OPEN:WATER L

The open vater of the marsh was not, for the most part, con-

-fined to any one large area, but con31sted, rather, of wide channels -

winding through the vegetation.’ The plant life of the open water

consisted of the Potamogetans and other aquatic forms. No birds

L]

were seen swimming in the area, but overhead numerous Black Terns

circled and occasionallyra Red-winged Blackbird, Common Tern, or

Caspian Tern was seen flying by.

BULRUSH

The bulrushes bordered the open water and extended various

The plant successions and ecotones founn in this gihgi_*“

ot bl v AaiL

edlin



distances ‘back rron the edge of the water ﬁnany to mix with the R ;
(“ Lo TT 0 cat-tails to fom a bulmsh-cat—teil ecotone.‘ In ‘the’ bulrush com- \ f

. A mnnity was tound the nest of the Pied—billed Grebe. This nest wasv~ ;
;‘;i : TTL. T a floating mass of decaying vegetation resting on debris which had i;i -

- - . ~

: been heaped up. from the bottom of the surrounding flooded area.v

It rested at water level. Although the outer diameter of the nest

<

e

. was 14 inohes, the actuel cup measuredronly three inches in dia- A‘

v

they showed stains from the wet materlal with which they had been

?

covered. ,F-"'- Vet . T 'AL »”.' - 3}'r‘:j" .

. ; - B BULRUSH—-CAT—TAE ]
The bulrush—cat-tail association was quite exten51ve. From
" the bulrushes to the cat-tails it occurred in islands or 1ong o
stretches of territory. - e R
The Black Terns which had been seen flying over the open
water nested in the bulrush-cat-tail ecotone. As was the case with
the Pied—billed Grebe this nest ‘was situated on floatlng debris.
It was made of bulrushes and rested a little higher above the sur-
face of tne water than did the Pied-billed Grebe 8 nest. It was
not covered with vegetation. | _ |
Occupying the samelecotone but using cat-tail stems and leaves
‘for support were nests of the Red-winged Blackbird.‘ The outer-
fremework of the nest was made of bulrush reed which_had been
woven wﬁile the reeds were still wetiand flexible, iThese reeds

were also woven around -the stems of theAcat-teils."The‘nest was
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-lined with graases and stood 12 1nches above the surrace of the

- water. '_> :" '.:‘-: -,_ _ e ‘.»‘ “'.-_;‘i’ :'.‘;’f —._;x- - ‘y"'

- Still another bird that nested in thj.s ecotone was the Least' o

Blttern. The nest consisted of a platrom siz 1nches above the o

surface or the water. It was made or cat-tail reeds. ‘_

- Flyins over the area was’ an American Bittern which was

-

- belng pursued by a Red—winged Blackbird. This was noted as ‘an

Pushing back from the cat-tail-bulrush ecotone we entered

‘ the cat-tail connmni‘by._ Here marw dmmny nests of the Long-b:.lled'

Marsh Wren were seen.' These had been made by the male blrd and

preved distracting :I.n our search for an occupied neste ‘I‘he occu=

pied nest we found was built 22—1— inches abcve the surface of the
‘water. It was made entirely of cat-tail ‘stems and leaves
’Which were 1nterwoven with the 11v1ng rooted plants, and it was
lined with cat-tail down. All _the nests were definitely re-

stricted to the cat-tail commnity.

- CAT-TATL--SEDGE
In the cat-tail--sedge ecotone two kinds of rail nests were
found: Sora Rail and Virginia Rail. The nest of the former vas
made of cat-tails which had been laced ‘together' with sedges. It
was built 7% inches above_the water. The Virginia Rail nest
was made of sedges and was so supported by sedges that it stood
| just above the level of the water. The top of the cup was only

3% inches above the surface of the water. A study of the inter-

i
4



specific reletions'iof these two rails would be‘an'interestin's 3

problem. - - - .- . : I

oL P07 sEDGE MEADow B

In the sedge-meadow connnu.nity maxw Swamp Sparrows and

Song Sparrows were seen as well as Gedar Waxwings, Spotted Sand-

_‘ pipers, Tree Smllows, Rough—winged Swallows, and Bronzed Grack- o

. ~> The ceda.reml‘ 4‘hamarack conmmify‘v:as a dense forest area |
whieh, except for the roadways through it would have been al-~
) mos'l; impenetrable. In 'bhls area the only birds seen were the

: Crow and Fl:.cker. Those‘ identified by song were the Blacke
.capped Ghiclcadee, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Black and Whlte War-
E bler,, Northern Yellow-throat, hyrtle Warbler, Black-throa.ted
Green Warbler, and Purple Finch,
.- a0 ASPEN
In the aspens the usual birds of that type of community
were seen or heard; Those which were identifiei either by song
or sight were Kingbird,'Peewee, Blue Jay, Robin, Red-eyedAVireo,
Oven—bird, American Redstart, Rose«breasted Grosbeek, Indigo
Bunting, and Bait'imore Oriole. At the edge of the association

' the Goldfinch was also seen.




N Leaving the aspens we went to an oak-maple connmmity to

. S
. i .
R SR P G

_ - eat lunch. Since it was mififd:ay there was little activity among o

e . _‘.IAAthe birds.‘ During the preparation or the lunch h.owever, we " . ; :

- : ’ 1dentified Starlings, a Catb:lrd, and a Phoebe. . ‘

| Beeause of the va:riety or‘ plant life 1n the area studied. _ j'. ‘\5

O a. 1arge mmber or b1rds were seen. There was some over-lapp:,ng. | .
STl o:t territory into more than one type of commumty in some’ in-

' ;\_ T o ' stances, but for the most part b:.rde held to a given type of
associatlon. This ma.y be because of their dependence on a
‘certain type of plant for food and cover theuk they do not vary .

to any great extent in type of habltat. o o b
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DISTRIBUTION OF BIRDS IN SUCCESSICNAL COMUNITIES
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DISTRIBUTICN OF BIRDS IN SUCCESSICNAL COMSENITIES
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