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RP:CP:NT examination of several species of Central America11 
si-~alies and of one s!,ecies from the southeastern United States has 
revealed an identity in generic characters. 'I'hese may be stated 
as follows: sruall; usually striped; normal head shields; n~axillary 
tlcntition of about 14 teeth, increasing in size posteriorly, followed 
after a slight gap 11y one or two enlarged fangs; mandibular teeth 
sul)equal; no scale pits; scales smooth; suhcaudals in two rows; 
I~emipenis sinxle; s ~ ~ l c u s  divided; hemipenis with basal portion 
sl,iny and distal portion calyculate; calyculate area with free 
[;I-orimal etlge (capitate). 

The species which agree in these characters are flavilata, dec-o- 
rc~fn, p(zclzj1~~ra (fz//vic.eps auct.), and vcr7uiczllaticcps (types A.N. 
S.1': 3534-5). 

'The Central American Forrns are placed by Amaral' in Liophis 
\h,.agler 1830, type cobclla. 

Liophis cohclla differs iron1 these snakes in having no gap in 
the maxillary dentition, no fangs, bifurcate hemipenis without 
c;llyculate area a t  tip but with apical disk. 

'I'he species from the United States, flavilata, is listed in the 
( 'he(-k  List as a Lcirrzndophis (Fitzinger 1843, type alwladerzsis), 
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but this species has two scale pits, and the hemipenis is idcntical 
with that just described for Liophis c.ohclla. 

Therefore the four species exa~nined belong neither to Liophis 
nor to J>ei~nndophis. 'The Pa~lama~l ian  special vermic-ulaticeps is 
the type of Rhndinnt~cz Cope:' by original designation, and this 
name should be used for these four species. They have several 
Central American allies which probably belong wit11 them in 
I(hcldinnca. Of these T can name c czlli~nstcr, godn~an i ,  k~nkcl i tz i ,  
pulvevivcntris, and st ,rpe?nstm, as known to rue, and probably the 
Mexican clavata, lat h t y m a n s ,  lactl-c~zta, and vittctta also belong 
here. I n  short, a11 the Central American species listed as 1,iophis by 
Amaral in the paper referred to probably belong to Rhatli~inc~cl, 
for all those I have seen, or noted in the literature, rc~emblr each 
other very consideral~ly 111 external characters. 

'I'he species of Cotliophatzcs, of sinlilar distribution, repeal all 
the generic characters of Rhndinaea, differing only in the presence 
of a groove on the maxillary fangs. They are larqel- snalws, ant1 
perhaps the two genera should eventually be merged. 

l'he present article, together with one recently published,' splits 
the Leimadophis and Liophis of Arnaral ( I . ( . )  into five genera, 
whose characters may 11e summarized as follows: 

A .  M;~xillary dentition 136th gap and enlarged fangs. 
U .  Hernipenis single, calyculatc at  tip. No sc;rle pits. . . . . .  R l ~ i ~ ( l i n i ~ c ~ n  
BE. Hcniipenis I)ilurcatc, cal~~culate : ~ t  tip. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C. One scale pit Dron?!rlrs 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CC. Two scale pits ..,llsoplzis 

I3liB. tlernipcnis bifurcate, no calyces, an :~ l~ ica l  disk, two scale 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  pits L~i , i~ (~( iop l z i s  

AA. M:trilliary dentition w~ithout gap or fangs; hemipenis as in L~inzictlo- 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  phis ; no scale pits Liop11i.s 

I n  this arrangement Dron?itzls and .llsophis occupy a central 
position. I am inclined to believe that this indicates an ancestral 
oi primitive status, which may be borne out by their peripheral 
geographic range (the West Indies, the west coast of South .Amer- 
ica. the Galapagos). From such a stocli Rhadinnen might he de- 
rived, and an opisthoglyph descendant, Coniophancs. I n  another 
direction, one miqht derive Lcivzadophis from the same s tocl~  
(with Lioplzis as a more inodilied descendant), and also others ol 
the South A~ne~ ican  genera of Xenodontine s~~al ics .  
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