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NEW BIRDS FROM THE DISTRICT OF 
SOCONUSCO, CHIAPAS 

DURING the summer of 1937 I made a collection of birds in the 
state of Chiapas, Mexico. The forms new to science are de- 
scribed here in advance of a report on the entire collection. 
All the localities mentioned are on the Pacific slope less than 
fifteen miles inland from the town of Escuintla in the district 
of Soconusco. Thanks are due to the authorities of the Ameri- 
can Museum of Natnral History, the Muse~un of Comparative 
Zoology, and the United States National Mnseum for the loan 
of material ilecessary for comparative purposes. 

Chaetura nubicola, u. sp. 

TYPE.-U.M.M.Z. No. 94083, adult female, Motult Ovando, 
Chiapas, altitude, 2000 meters, September 1,1937, P. Brodkorb, 
orjgiilal number 13785. 

Above usiglossecl Chaetura drab, slightly clarlrer on pileum, 
a. little paler (light hair brown) 011 rump ; a spot of Chaetura 
black at  antevior angle of eye; upper tail coverts and tail 
fuscous black, the latter with a slight bluish gloss; renewed 
seconclaries and inner primaries Chaetnra black with a slight 
bluish gloss, the old eater primaries somewhat faded; below, 
inclncliiig axillars, crissnm, and mlclcr surface of tail, hair 
brown, more sooty on chin and t l ~ o a t ;  under wing coverts 
Chaetura drab; bill aud feet blackish. 
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2 Pierce Brodkorb 

Wing, 125 mm.; tail wllll splnes, 46 mm.; spine\ alo11t1, 2.5 
mm. ; c.xposcd eulinen, 6.5 mm.; tarsus, 12 nun ; midclle foe, 
8 mm. 

1 % ~ ~ ~ 1 t ~ s . - l ~ l t h o n g h  only a single example of this bird was 
obtained, a n  adnlt  i n  breeding conilition, it is so very different 
from all other ilmericari swifts that  I have ilo hesitation i l l  

tiescribing it as a fiill species. It may be distinguished a t  a 
glance from the Cerltral American members of this geirns by 
t l ~ r  large size, sooty throat, imglossed back, ant1 dark rump. 
Two So11th Americail species, Chnctrr rcr braclr y ~ r  1.n (Jarcline) 
;ultl C. chopnznnt I-Iellmayr, have (lark throats, but both of 
tli~h(1 Sorrns have glossy backs and pale gray 1811rnps. The tall 
\pillcs of the Chiapas bircl are shorter than in ail>- species exccpl 
6ruclty1,ra. 

No Chcrett~9.a has previously been known from the  wbtrop~cal 
zone of Central America. 

Hylomanes momotula chiapensis, 11. subsp 

TYPE.-U.M.RI.Z. No. 94147, ;~tiiult male. Moiint Ovai~tlo, 
Chiapas, altitude, 1900 nic~ters. S ~ p l  rniber 1, 1937. P. Bi.odkorb, 
original illumber 13792. 

C ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ c ~ ~ n s . - S i n ~ i l a r  to H~j.llo~)at~t~c.\  ~~ronzoltrln ?~romotrrla 
(Licl~te~~stei i i )  of tlre Caribbean slope of northern Celitral 
Amel.ica, biut bill \lioi.ter (cnlnien from base, 25.5-27 mm. in 
male, 27 mm. i l l  femtlle) ; pilenm darker chesl niit ; iintlcrparts 
and sit1t.s with less blluisll waslr. 

Differs from H. m. ohsc.rr~.~rs Nelson of Panama. ancl Costa 
Rica in  the sanie 1-espects, except that obsc~rr~rs also has a 
(lark rap. 

REAIARI<S.-~~ Rjjlonza?zes nl.  m o m o t ~ ~ l a  the culmen from 
baw measlures 27.5, 29, 29, 29.5, 30 mm. i11 males; females, 27.5, 
29.5 mm. 

The specics was ]lei-etofore nlikiiown from the Pacific slope 
~lor t l l  of Costa Rica and has been recorcled oiily from the trop- 
ic;11 zotle. T l ~ e  form described here was found in  both the 
Ill'per tropical alicl the subtropical zones, a t  altitudes between 
ROO niirl 1900 meters. 



~ A ~ ~ n ~ A ~ . - H y ~ o n m r ~ e s  nzonzot l i la c /z iape l ls is :  Clxiapas 
(Molmt Ovando, 1 ; Fiilca JuBrez, 2).  H. m. m o m o t 7 t l v :  Guate- 
mala (Uaxactim, 7 ; unspecified, 1 ) .  

Lepidocolaptes souleyet i i  matudae, a. subhp. 

TYI~E.-U.M.M.Z. No. 94190, adult male, Finca Esperanza, 
Chiapas, altitude, 150 meters, Jnly 8, 1937, P .  Brodkorb. ol-ig- 
inal number 13312. 

C ~ ~ n ~ c ~ E ~ s . - A g r e e i l l g  with L e p i d o c o l a p t e s  sozcleyeti i  com-  
prcss?u (Cabanis) in narrow streakiiig of upperparts, but back 
clarker ; throat and streaks on underparts average more buffy ; 
gro~mcl color of underparts, especially of abdomen, more villa- 
ceous, less isabelliae. 

Similar also to L e p i d o c o l a p t e s  s o u l e y e t i i  i n s i g n i s  (Nelson), 
b~if back darker ; streaks on pileum and upper back narrower ; 
gl.o~md color of n~ lde rpa~ t s  more vinaceous. 

REMARKS.-B~~~S from the Pacific slope of Honduras and 
Gl~atemala are really more or less intermediate between i n s i g n i s  
ancl compressus,  b ~ t  in my opii~ioii they appear to be nearer 
the Iattcr race. 

T am mlable l o  co~~firm Lepicloco7apte.s so i r l eye f i i  deco lo r i s  
Anstin from British Hondnras. 

I am happy to dedicate this new form to my host at  Finca 
Espcraiiza, Seiior Eizi Matnda, well known for his botanical 
ancl other researches oil the island of Formosa. 

M ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A ~ . - L c p i c ~ o ~ o ~ a p t c s  s o ~ i l e y e f i i  i n s i g n i s :  Vera Crnz 
(I'asa Nneva, I ) ,  British Hoild~lras (Sabune district, 1 ; Toledo 
district, I ) ,  Gllatemala (Finca Cliama, 1 ; Uaxactnn, 1 )  , and 
EIondaras (Ceiba, 3 ;  Tela, 1 ;  Lancetilla, 1 ) .  L. s. mat7r t lae :  
Chiapas (Fiiica Esperanza, 7 ) .  L. s. conzprc .ss~u:  Guatemala 
(Finca Cipres, 1 ; Escnintla, I ) ,  I-Ionduras (San Lorenzo, 4) ,  
Costa Rica (Bolson, 7 ;  Miravalles, 1 ; Pozo Aznl, 1 ;  Bebedero, 
1, Pozo del 12io Grande, I ) ,  and Pallama (Almiraiite, 2 ;  
Divala, 3).  

Thamnophi lus  doliatus crepitans,  11. snbsp. 

TYPE.-U.M.M.Z. No. 94240, acl~llt female, Finca Esperanza, 
Chiapas, altitude, 150 meters, July 25, 1937, P. Brodliorb, orig- 
inal immber 13482. 
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C~IARACTERS.--s iiiillar to 2% urrzllop/i tllis c(olbat11s o.lzto.n~edlz[s 
R~dgway of the Caribbean slope, but femt~le with back clarlrer ; 
tlr1.oat lieavily strealred with dnsky; gro~uicl color of undei*- 
parts deeper ochraceous-rufous ; breast, thighs, aiicl crissnm 
more or less barred wit11 clnslry. Mde not with certaiiity dis- 
ti~~gnisl~able, but throat usually more lreavily strealcecl with 
blaclr. 

Dif'fers from T. d. pccczficz~s llidgway and T .  cl. y?icatane?zsls 
IZiclgway in the same maliner but to a greater degree. 

The barring 011 the breast of the female is not a character of 
tmmahurity, since aclnlts are much more heavily marlrecl than a 
bircl of the year, the age of which was determinecl by the clegree 
of ossification of the slrull. 

M A T E R I A L . - ~ ' ~ U ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ / ~ L S  doliatz~s inierl~zcdr 11s : Vera Cruz 
(l'lirador, 2),  British I-Ionduras (Cayo, 3 ) ,  and Ho~lcluras 
(Sail Pec11.0 Sula, 4 ) .  T. d.  yzccnta7zenszs: Yucatan (Cl~icheii 
ItzA, 3 ) .  1'. (7. crepita~ts:  Chiapas (Finca Esperanza, 9 ;  Pilica 
Jnhrez, 1 ) .  ?'. (7. pacific~lr: Costa Xica (Roruca, 2 ;  J ~ a s  
Cafins, 1 ) .  

Catharus dryas ovandensis, 11. subsp. 

TYPE.-IJ.RI1.M.Z. No. 94409, aclult male, Mouiit Ovanclo, 
Chiapas, altitluile, 1775 meters, Angnst 25, 1937, P. Bi.ocllroi.b, 
original ~iilmbe~. 13679. 

C ~ ~ n r , ~ c ~ ~ ~ s . - S i n i i l a r  to Cat l~awt  r d ~ y a s  dryas (Gould) of 
Guatemala, biit wi~igs i ~ ~ i d  tail lotiger ; upl~e~par ts ,  sicles, flanlrs, 
awl spots 011 breast huffy eitrine-drab rather than slate color; 
bill and cyelitls orange instead of clnll red. 

Wing, 103-108 nini. (female, 100.5-102.5 mni.) ; tail, 77.5 
mm. (female, 74.5-76.5 mm.). 

REMARI<S.-I~ is well lrilowii that the yellow color of the 
~mderparts of this species is exceeclingly fngacious. Fortu- 
nately, I have been able to examine a Guatemala slriii talcell 
fairly i~eceiitly. This bircl, No. 396399 in the American Mn- 
seum, was collected ill 1928 aiicl is already several shades 
lighter below than tlie birds from Cliiapas. Accordiiig to a 
notation on the label in the handwritiiig of Lndlow Griscom, 
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thc uliclerparts were i~prlcot yellow of Riclgway. I n  Ilie ten 
years iilterveniiig tlle color has fadecl to maize yellow. Speci- 
mens taken in  the sevc~lties are bnffy white below. The sides 
and llanks also lose tlreir. p~.imuline yellow wash ill very old 
speeimeiis, but the color of the upperparts does not seem 
subject to post-niortcm change. 

Cathat,lrs clryccs tl).yus has the following measuremellts (in 
mm.) : wing, 96-102 (female, 92-93) ; tail, 71-75.5 (female, 
61-65). 

~ ~ A T E R I A L . - C ~ / ~ C ~ ~ ' ~ L S  dryas ovanclensis: Ciliapas (Mount 
Ovaudo, 7).  C. d. clryas: Guatemala (Barraiico Honclo, 1 ;  
(:obi11 lo Cl~lsee, 1; Voletin ilc Agna above Sail Diego, I ;  Sail 
Lllcas, 1 ; unrpecifierl, 1 ) . 

Cyanerpes  cyaneus  striatipectus,  11. snbsp. 

TYPE.-U.M.M.Z. No. 94458, aclt~lt female, Finea Jniirez, 
Chiapas, altitucle, 900 meters, August 5, 1937, P. Brocllcorb, 
original number 13551. 

CIIAn~cT~Rs.-Similal. to Cyane?*pes cyaneus carneipcs 
(Sclater), but bill much longer (exposetl enlmen, 19 n ~ m . )  ; 
upperparts darker, less yellowish green; throat almost white; 
breast more slaty olive, heavily strealrecl with grayish white 
down to the abdomen. 

REMARI<S.-T~ Cyanerpes CycLneus carneipes the exposed 
eulmen varies, regardless of sex, from 15.5-17.5 mm. (average 
of twelve specimens, 16.3 mm.). 

Mn~E~~A~.-Cyn.lzerpes cyanezhw carneipes: Vera Cruz (Mira- 
dor, l ) ,  Oaxaca, 1, Guatemala (Coban, l ) ,  Nicaragua (Rio 
Siqni, 4) ,  ancl Panama (Barro Colorado, 5).  C. c. siriatipec- 
ius: Chiapas (Finca JiGrez, 1 ; Finca Esperanza, 1 ) .  

Tanagra aff inis esperanzae, n. subsp. 

TYPE.-U.M.M.Z. No. 94526, adult male, Finca Esperanza, 
Chiapas, altitude, 200 meters, Ju ly  27, 1937, P. Brocllrorb, orig- 
inal number 13500. 

C ~ ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ n s . - S i r n i l a r  to Tanagra affinis afinis Lesson, but 
throat and upperparts (except forehead) steel blue with some 
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violel was11 on the rzi~terior portion in  certain l igl~ts ;  reint~i~ljng 
tmclerparts avelaage lighter yellow with less of a tawny cast ; 
size averages somewhat larger. 

Wiag (males) 53, 33.5, 54, 54, 55, 55, 55 mm. Tl~ese measure- 
ments will probably run  greater in  larger series for tlle three 
smallest birds are young of tlie year and therefore possibly 
no1 full grown. 

~'LElr~~~~s.-!i"a?~ngl 'a aflinis afinis has the whole uppel* sur- 
f tr ce, except tlie forehead, and the throat strong metallic violet, 
tlcepest on the pileum. 111 espeva?lzac the back is about the 
color of T. nzilz~rta Ilurnilis, but the pileum is even bluer. The 
yellow crissum, of conrse, immediately separates esperarrzae 
f1,om any of the forms of rni?zlrfn. 

Wing nit~t~snrements of aclnlt male afi?/ts are as follows ( in  
ninz.) : 49.5, 50, 50, 50, 52, 52, 52.5, 52.5, 53, 53, 53, 54. 

J I A T E E I A I , . - T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  afilill i u  esp~rolzzae : Chiapas (Finca 
Espe~.alizn. 8 ) .  7'. a. afi~zis: Ylxcatan (Chiclien I tz i ,  3 ;  un- 
specifiecl, 2 ) .  B1.itisll Honc11u.a~ (Belize. 1 ;  pine ridge near 
1Sa1latee Lagoon. 3 ; n~lspecifiecl, 2 ) ,  a11c1 Costa Rica (Tenorio, 
1 ; Rolso11. I ) .  

Melozone biarcuatum hartwegi ,  n,  snbsp. 
TYPE.-U.M.M.Z. No. 94610, adnlt male, Finca Esperanza, 

Cliiapas, altitude, 150 meters, July 4, 1937, P. Brocll~orb, orig- 
illill  nunb be^ 13274. 

C ~ - r ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ s . - S i m i l a l .  to $!elozoi~e biarclrofuwz biarcz~atum 
(Pr6vost) of Gnatemala, but pileurn much clarlrer chestnut, 
co~lcolor wit11 uppel- portion of auricular spot ; npperparts 
dai+l<e~., chestunt to rnsset rather thau hazel 01- kaiser brown; 
f l i l l~k~  011 tlle average more deeply and dully colorecl; median 
uncleiyarts purer white; crissnm brighter ochraceous. 

R~ar~n~s . -Gr i scom has poiiited ont that there is some sea- 
sonal variation in  plumage in  specimens of bia~czcatzbsn from 
Guatemala. TVorn birds are a little grayer on the back and 
flanks tliaix freshly molted material, but there is no approach 
to the Clziapas form. 

The birds from Chiapas were all taken about 1500 feet below 



the lowest alti t~~cle a t  WII icli l)invc~rc~tl~n~ has beell foni~tl i l l  

Guatemala. 
This form is ilamed fo r  my companion in Chiapas, Dr. Nor- 

mill1 F. Ha~tweg:, Assistant Cnrator of Reptiles ancl Amphib- 
ians in the M~iseum of Zoology. 

&~ATI~~%IAL.-&~c/ozo~~ e Dinrczt of rrm / I  nrtwcgi: Chiapas (Ii 'i~~eij 
E s p e ~ i ~ ~ l z a ,  4 ; Finca Jalapa, 1 ) .  M. 1) .  bia>.czcof ltnl: Gnatemala 
(Dnriias, 2 ; Lake htitlRn, 1 ; ~t~lspecified, 3).  

Melozone occipitalis grandis, 11. snbsp. 

TYPIC.-I7.M.M.Z. NO. 94605, adult male, Filrca ?Jl~ib.ez, 
Cl~iapas, altitude, 900 meters, August 5, 1937, P. 13rodko~~b, 
original in~mbel. 13552. 

C~r~~z~c~c~ns . -S in l i la r  1 o il!lclozo?.c a occlpr trills occipital r s  
( Salvin) of Guatemala, but larger ; npperparts ~iinch grayel. ; 
crissnm ligl~ter, more buffy. 

Wing, 85 mm. (fem:~le, 80.5 mm.) ; l i d ,  78.5 inin (frmi~lc. 
74 mm.) ; cr~lmrn, 17 5 mrn 

Itrsar~n~~s.-il/lclozo~rt occiprttr1t.s occ~pstolis l ~ a s  lhe following 
rneahnremc~nts (in mm.) : wing, 77-82.5 (Female, 76) ; tail, 69- 
73.5 (female, 68) ; cnlmen, 16.5. 

MATER~A~,.-~P/OZOIIC O C C I ~ ? ~ ( I / I \  g~,nntlrs: Chiapas (Finca 
Jnkrez, 2) .  31. o. occ.lp~tnli\: Gnatemala (Bai-ranco Hondo, 2 ;  
Savanna Grwl~de, 1 ; nilspcwified, 1). 




