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A NEW HAWK FROM SOUTHERN MEXICO 

EXAMINATION of the Mexican series of Bzcteo magnirostris in 
the collectioiis of the University of Michigan Museum of Zool- 
ogy (U.M.M.Z.) and of the Museum of Comparative Zoology 
demonstrates that birds currently passing as B. m. griseocauda 
Ridgway really comprise at  least two subspecies. This is 
hardly surprising in such a variable bird, since the range at- 
tributed to that form includes some of the most humid and 
most arid parts of Mexico, where the average annual rainfall 
varies Prom almost 5000 mm. to under 500 mm. 

When Ridgway described griseocazcda lie did not designate 
any type or type locality, so all of the fourteen specimens 
which he had must be considered cotypes. These are referable 
to at least three races, and it is desirable to fix the name to a 
single form. According to Herbert Friedmann (in litt.), 
United States National Museum No. 27103, taken by C. Sar- 
torius a t  Mirador, Veracruz, has been labeled the type. I 
therefore restrict the type locality of griseocazbda to Mirador, 
Veracriiz. The locality of one of the other cotypes, Rio Seco, 
is also in the state of Veracruz (near Cbrdoba), and not i11 
Oaxaca as assumed by Peters and Griscom in their revision of 
the Central American forms of this hawk. 

It appears to me that the presence or absence of rufous in 
the tail of this hawk has been overemphasized as a taxonomic 
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character, since there is a great deal of individual variation i11 
that respect i11 birds from the saine place. As an average, how- 
ever, birds from the more iiortlieri1 parts of Mexico have grayer 
tails, and in  those from the south red becomes more frequent, 
a trend showing relatioilship to some of the rufous-tailed races 
of souther11 Central America. 

I11 illy work oil these haw7lrs I have been greatly aided by Mr. 
James L. Peters, who compared some of our birds with the 
types at  Harvard. Later, I had the oppor t~~i l i ty  to go over 
the entire Harvard series personally. 

The bird inhabiting the arid par t  of the Isthmus of Tehuan- 
tepec is described in the present paper. Tlle illdicatioils are 
that still another undescribed race occurs farther north along 
the Pacific, but since the material from that area is wholly 
inadequate the matter must be deferred. 

Buteo magnirostris petersi, new1 subspecies 

TYPE.-U.M.M.Z. No. 102048 ; male adult ; above Arriaga, 
Chiapas, altitude 100 meters; May 25, 1939; P. Brodkorb, 
original ~iumber,  14683. 

CI-IARACTERS.-A rery pale race ~v i th  a minim~uin alliouilt of 
rnfous on the lmderparts ; gray of upperparts, neclc, aiid upper 
breast as pale as i11 conspectzu; differs from that form and 
other allied races i11 having the bars on the belly and flaillrs 
distinct instead of ruiiniiig together aloiig the shaf t ;  ground 
color of belly, sicles, thighs, aiid the whole crissum allnost pure 
white ; bars 011 thighs narrow ailcl very pale rnfous. 

RANGE.-hricl Pacific par t  of the Isthmus of Tehllalitepec 
in southeastern Oaxaca aiid south~vesteriz Chiapas. 

R~ar~n~<s.-The other subspecies of this hawk ~vhich illhabit 
the Mexican mainlaiicl may be characterized as follo~vs : 

Bz~ teo  mngnirostris griseocnl~dn Ridgway is a very richly 
colored, dark race. The bars on the breast aacl belly are broad 
aiid more or less conflueat. The thighs are heavily rnalslred 
u-it11 deep rnfons. The gro~uicl color of the posterior ui~der-  
parts is decidedly bnffy. The tail has little or no rufous, a t  
least i11 bircls from the north. This bird ranges from ceiitral 
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Tamanlipas along the lo~vlands to eastern Tabasco and north- 
erii Guatemala. 

Bzctco nzagnirost~.zs dr~ .cp tor  (Peters and Griscom) is very 
similar to griseocaa~da, but the bars on the breast are somewhat 
more distinct, though not as much so as i11 peterst. The iieck 
and breast are paler gray, and there is less rafous posteriorly 
than in  griseocazcda, in these respects also approaching petersi. 
Thc tail has on the average more rufous than either of those 
Forms. I believe that the range of this bird will be found to 
be co~~fincd to the Pacific slope from southeastern Chiapas to 
soutllerli Honduras, insteacl of extending over both sicles of 
Guatemala. 

Blcleo wtaynirostrls co7bspcclzcs (Pcters) is also similar to 
gr~iscoca?cda, with which it  agrees ill having tllc bars on the 
breast confluent ancl in being very riclily colored with rufons 
on the belly and thighs. It differs in being decidedly paler 
gray on the neck and in  haviag, on the average, more rufons 
in the tail I t  agrees with pctersi in its paleness of the gray 
on the upperparts and necli, but differs in liaving the bars 011 

the belly nsnally nulining together along the shaft, i11 more 
redclisll thighs, and in having the ground color of the belly aiid 
the whole crissum buffy instead of white. I t  inhabits Yuca- 
ttin, Quintana Roo, ancl probably all oS British Hol~clnras, 
instead of extending just to the northern edge of that colony. 

MATEKIAL EXAMINED.-B. ?la. g?.iscoccrzcda: Tamaulipas, liio 
Cruz, 2 ; Caballos, 1 ; Altarnim, 10; Santa Leonor, 1 ; seven 
miles ilortll of VillagrBn, 1 ;  not specified, 1. Veracruz, Rio 
Seco, 1 ((dotype) ; Presidio, I ; Bueilavista, 1 ; Medellin, 1 ; 
Minatitlbn, 3. Tabascao, Balaucbii, 2 ; La Rcforma, 1 ; Boca 
del Cerro, 1 ; Tenosiquc, 1 ; La Ribera, 1. Cliiapas, Palcnque, 
1; El Aguacate, 1. Guatemala, Virginia Plantation, 1 (not 
typical ) . Total, 32 skins. 

B. 171. petcrsi: Oasaca, Tehuanteprc, 1. Chiapas, Arriaga, 
4 ( i i l ( ' l ~ ~ ~ I i l ~ g  type) ; Tonalb, 3 ;  Pijijiapan, 2 (one is intermedi- 
ate to d i r e p t o r ) .  Total, 10 skins. 

B $ 1 ~ .  co~zspcc t zu:  YucatBi~, Sail Ig~iacio, 1 (type) ; Chicheii 
Itzb, 16;  Rio Lagartos, 1 ;  unspecificcl, 2. Q~liutasla Roo, 
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Camp Mengel, 4 ;  Xcopen, 1. British Honduras, Cayo, 1 ;  
Belize, 2;  Toledo District, 1. Total, 29 skins. 

B. nz. direptor: Chiapas, Finca Esperanza, 6 ;  Acacoyagua, 
2 ;  Barra de Cahuachn, 1. Guatemala, Fiiica Cipres, 4;  Ocos, 
1. Salvador, Hacienda Zapotitan, 1. Honduras, Teguci- 
galpa, 1 ; San Juan Tegucigalpa, 1 ; Monte Redondo, 3 ; Coma- 
yagua, 1. Total, 21 skins. 

B. nz. gracilis: Cozumel Island, 1. 


