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THE RED-WINGED BLACI<BIRD OF YUCATliN 

IN his revision of tlie Icteridae in 1866, John Cassin' com- 
rnented on the more slender bill and "some other slight differ- 
ences" that characterize specimelis ol' Agelu ius  phoe~zieezcs 
from Yucatan and remarked tlrat these birds "may be dis- 
tinct. " Later worlters igiiored Cassin's coniment or, after 
1897, referred Yi~catAn specilllens to A g e l a i ~ ~ s  phoeniceus rich- 
nzondi, described by Nelsoil from Veracrixz. A series of speci- 
mens which we hare received from the north coast of Yucatan 
demonstrates clearly that Agcla ius  phoeniccz~s is represented 
there by a well-marbecl race. It may be called 

Agelaius phoeniceus pallidulus, new subspecies 

TYPE.-University of Michigan Mascum of Zoology No. 
108415; adult female; Yucatan, 3 km. south or  Progreso; 
March 17, 1940; collected by Angel Chang. 

CHARACTERS.-L~~~ Agcla i z~s  p1toe?~iceus wzatzrdae Brodl~orb,' 
but larger;  bill, especially ill the rilille, more slender and at- 
tenui~te;  c>ulmen more rol~acled, less angi~lar ,  in cross section. 

1 J o l r ~ ~  Cassi n, ' ( A  Study of the Ieteridae, " Proc. i l  cad. Nal. Scr. Phzla., 
1866, p. 10. 

2 Described from thc valley of tlle Rio Usumaeinta in Tabaseo and 
Ca~rrpcebc. Pierce Urodltorb, ' ' New JSirds from Southern Mexico, ' ' Auk, 
57(1940) : 548. 



Occ. l'upcrs 

Female : lighter below, beca~~se  of narrower dark streaks ; buffy 
breast band lacking. 

Like Agelaius phoeniceus riclznzotzdi Nelson, but larger ; bill 
much inore slender and more rounded in cross section (espe- 
cially in  the male). Female : very much paler and less buffy. 

Like Agelaizcs phoeniceus ?negapotamus Oberholser, but 
slightly smaller; bill much more slender and more r o u n d ~ d  ill 

cross section. Female: dark streaks on underside narrower. 

MEASL~ILXATENTS IN MILLIMETERS 03' THE YUCA'~N RED-WINGED 
BLACI~BIRD AND RELATED SUBSPECIES.' 

14 ales 

1 Wing I Tail 

* A\-er;~g(. ~ ~ ~ v : ~ s n ~ . e ~ n e n i s  oI' t l ~ r  sl)(,cinr(~ns ill each series a r e  given in paren- 
i l ~ ~ s e s .  Tlrc numbel. of s l ) i , c i ~ l l ( ~ ~ ~ s  in cach series is given in brackets. 

I Wleasure~nents taken fro111 A. 11. I~Iowcll and A. J. van Itossen~, "A Study of 
the Kctl-winged Blackbirds of southeast en^ United States," Auk, 45 (1928) : 
162-6:i. 

Like Agelaius phoeniceus floridanus Maynard, but bill 
slightly longer and more slender, less flattened and less angu- 
lar a t  the base of the culmen. Female : somewhat paler above ; 
less broadly streaked with brown below; chin and throat 
paler-less pink or buff. 

Like Agelaius phoen ice~~s  Zwyanti Ridgway, but somewhat 
smaller ; bill, especially of male, more slender and pointed, and 

palladulus 
matz~dac  
rzchmondr 
rnegapolam7~s 
florzdanus t 
bryanlz 

109.5-117 0 (114.5) 1191 
112 0-113.0 (1 12.5) 1 21 
105.5-117.5 (1 11.2) [13] 
110.0-121.0 (1 14 7)  [ 91 
107.5-119.0 (113.2) 1261 
114.0-121.0 (1 17.0) [ 61 

- - 

84.5-93.5 (87.7) [ 51 
82.0-85 0 (83 5)  [ 21 
78.0-89.3 (83.8) (131 
84 0-93 0 (87.2) 91 
76.5-92.5 (86.2) [26] 
86.0-93.0 (89.3) [ 61 
-- 

l ' c ~ ~ n l c s  
- -- 

Tail 
-- - 

65.5-69.0 (68.1) 1 41 
65.5-72.0 (68.7) 1 71 
67.0-72.5 (68.3) 1 5J  
66.0-75.0 (70.9) [ 81 
65.5-74.5 (70.2) [ l a ]  
66.0-73.0 (68.2) [ 71 

pallid~rl~ia 
matutlae 
rzchmondr 
m e g a p o t m u s  
florzdanus t 
Br~janlz 

- - -- 

Wing 
-- --- 

92.0-93.5 (92.9) 1 51 
90.5-92.5 (91.4) [ 71 
87.0-92.0 (90.0) 1 51 
91.5-98.0 (95.1) [ 81 
89.0-96.5 (93.2) [I81 
93.0-95 0 (93 5) [ 71 
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~rrore rounded in cross section. Fen~a le :  usually n~:icil more 
rrarrowly strealred with brow11 below; throat less streaked ; less 
buff above. 

MEASUREMENTS.-The wing and tail measurenlcnl s of the 
Yueatbn Red-wing and the adjacent subsljccies are givcs~i it1 

Table I. Some of the specimens strldiecl are omitted from one 
or. both columils of the table because of woril or damaged flight 
Eeathers. 

l t ~ N a ~ . - T h e  north coast of Yucatbn. We have examined 
specime~ls from Progreso (9  males, 4 ferrrales), Rio Lagartos 
(13 inales, 1 female), and San  Felipe (2 malcs, 1 female). 

~ ~ E M A R I < s . - D L I ~ ~ ~ ~  our brief experieaee with the Yncatbn 
Red-wing in  life, we noted that the song of the male was much 
shorter than that  of typical phoeniccus of the ilorthern United 
States. 

For  the use of important comparative material we are in- 
debted to the authorities of the Academy of N a ~ u r a l  Sclences 
of Philatlelphia, Carrlegie Museum, tlrc Chicago Natural His- 
tory Museum, the Muscum of Comparative Zoology, the U. S. 
National Museum and U. S. Fish and Wllcllife Service, and the 
University of Kansas Museum of Nalural History. 




