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SYNOhTYNllC IIATA AND DESCRIPTION OF' A 
NEW SALDID (HEMIPTERA) 

1 111s ~ ' t pe i  is 11,tscd lalgely upon speclnlens 01 ,1101e bugs in the collcc- 
tionr 01 the Uni\ersity ol NIiclligan Museum 01 Zoology and ok the 
\viitels. I t  also includcs notes on, and an illustiation of, the type 01 
l ' en l~cojn  7ize~~c(rno (Van Du~ec), which is deposited in the California 
Acaderny oT Sciences. The  type of the new specie5 is in the Universit~ 
ol Michigan Museum of Zoology. 

Saldziln orbic~llnfa (Uhlcr) 

Saldrt orbic~rlntn Uhler, Brill. U.S. Geol. Geog. Slim., 3 (1877): 450. 
Saldrr opncipennis Champion, Biol. Ce~atr.-Atner., Rhynch., Hem.-Hct., 2 (1900): 340, 

P1. 22, Fig. 5. 
Sn/(/itla seoet-ini tlxvl-is, ,Joiivir. Kcc~ts.  Errlotizol. Soc., 16 (1943): 132. (NEW S Y N O N Y ~ I Y ) .  

The type of Snlda orbiculntn Uhler is a male from Nlassachusetts, in 
the U.S. National Museum. The wide distributional range of the species 
was indicated by Uhler in the original description, in which he wrote: 
"lt occurs in eastern Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York, Illinois 
ant1 Texas, and the Museum of Comparative Zoology has specimens 
horn Cal;~\rcras ancl San Diego, Cal." 

l 'he dorsal clothing of long dark llairs and much shorter, somewhat 
matted, goldell pubescence tends to give the insect a rather shaggy ap- 
pearance. The  large and nearly circular spots of bluish pruinosity (one 
on the clavus ancl four on the corium) are prominent. 

In this common species both macropterous and brachypterous fornls 
occur. They differ slightly in pronotal size and form, and the bra- 
chypterous type is alnlosr circular-ovate in general outline. In a long 
series of specimens from different regions, or from the same locality, 
the outer margins of the pronotum vary from moderately or slightly 
rounded to almost straight. In gradient series of this sort, Snld7rl~ 
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.roi.,o,i~~i I-Iarris falls alllong indivitluals whose outer pronotal margins 
are almost straight; therelore it is here suppressed as a synonym of S. 
o~.b ic21~r i tn  (Uhler). Else.tvhere we haye sho~vn Snldn oprcipennis Cham- 
l>ion also to be a synonym of this same species. 

Saldula ablusa, new species 

Length, 3.50-4.00 1n111.; width, 1.70-2.00 mm, kloderately large, 
clongate ovate, blackish, with a large blotch or a modified marginal 
stripe on each side of the pronotun pale testaceous or flavotestaceous. 
Ulltlerside oT explanate margins of pronotum flavotestaceous. Size of 
pronotal blotch or motlified stripe quite \variable, usually not attaining 
the Sront or hind margins; in two specimens the dorsal surlace o l  the 
pronotum is entirely blackish, and only the esplanate margin beneath 
is flavotestaceous. Hemelytra pale flavotestaceo~~s, wit11 a snlall area at 
the base and two or three spots near the outer margins dark luscous or 
blackish. 

Head black, clotllecl ~v i th  grayish pubescence, Seebly shining, slightly 
inlpressed on lneclian longitudinal line; vertex .tvith a small testaccous 
spot 011 each side between eye and ocellus; ocelli small, reddish brown, 
separated by less than the diameter of one of them; apical callosities 
ol front large, pale testaceous, meeting at the median line; clypeus 
s~vollen, conrrex above, testaceous, less than twice as long as wide, with 
n small testaceous callus on each side just before the middle; l abrun  
and genae testaceous; gula dark. Rostrum brown-fuscous, shining, 
reaching the hind cosae. Antennae slender, motlerately long, brown- 
bl;ick, first segment ancl apical part 01 second ~vhitish testaceous; shortly 
pilose, without long bristly hairs; proportional lengths of segments 
I-111, 28:50:32:30. Eyes large, brownish, their inner margins roundly 
and deeply emarginate behind the middle. 

Pronotum black, wit11 pale markings which are variable in siie as 
noted above (about one-half oi the propleura sometimes also white- . . 

testaceous); basal width more than three times the median length 
(1 15: 32); hind margin deeply and roundly emarginate, lateral margins 
slightly rounded. Pubescence of pronotum and scutellum grayish brown, 
that of hemelytra more brownish. Coxal plates and posterior lnargins 
of pleural divisions white-testaceous. Legs pale testaceous, with scattered 
bro~vnisl~ or fuscous spots on the femora; pubescence pale. Hemelytra 
long, extending beyond apes of abdomen; clavus black, its apical fourth 
pale testaceous; corium pale testaceous, with a small spot at base and 
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two or three marginal spots brown to fuscous, often also with some 
indefinite areas somewhat brownish or slightly infuscated. Wings 
whitish, nearly as long as hemelytra. Ventral surface of abdomen black- 
ish, ~ ~ i t h  grayish pubescence; last ventral segment of Selnale mostly 
whitish. Male paraineres as in Figure 1. 

Holotype (male) and allotype (female), Sand Point, Huron County, 
I~lichigai, June 21 ancl June 28, 1922 (R. F. Hussey). Paratypes: 5 
specilllens taken with the holotype; also 7 specimens, Lakewood, Wis- 
consin, July 26, 1950 (H. C. Chapman), ancl 2 specimens, Anglesea, New 
Jersey, August 23, 1905 (E. P. Van Duzee). 

This species shows coiisiclerable variation in the size and shape of 
tlic palc color markings ol the pronoturn; in all the specimens examined 

FIG. 1. Right paramere of Saldula ablusa, new species. 

the hemelytra are quite pale. Probably it is most closely related to Saldz~la 
coxcilis (StAl), the type of which was collected in Cuba and which occurs 
over large areas of both North and South America. The  pale marginal 
band in S. coxalis is always in the form of a narrow testaceous stripe 
ancl is never modified to form a large blotch; sometimes the pale stripe 
is more or less indistinct above, but it is always present beneath. At 
present it seems advisable to treat S. ablzrscc as a distinct species rather 
than a 1,ariety of S. coxalis. 

More than one thousand specimens of S. coxalis (= argentina Berg) 
have been collected by C. J. Drake in Argentina, Chile, Peru, and Cali- 
lorilia, and we founcl it fairly common in Mexico in the summers of 
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1950 and 1951. In  addition, many specimens from Brazil, the West 
Indies, Central America, and the western United States have been 
studied, but only a few specimens taken east of the Mississippi Kiver 
have I~ecn seen. 

Pelztaco~a s;bhnceln/a (Uhler) 

Salrla spl~acelola Uhlcr, 13ztll. U.S. Geol. Geog. Sui-u., 3 (1877): 434. 
Snlric~ ~ n ~ l ~ ~ o i ~ ~ n c z i l a t a  Heidemann, Proc. Wash .  Acad. Sci., 3 (1901): 368. (NEW 

s1 N O ~ Y ~ I Y . )  

1'. .spl/rcceIn/(~ is  a shore bug louncl beside salt waters and is widely 
tlistributed along the sea coasts of North America and the West Indies. 
T h e  Galipagos Islands constitute its southernmost record. Its general 
color is quite variable, and soille specinlens from the white sandy 
bcaches ol the tropics are very pale, almost white. 

An esainina~ion of Hcidemann's type lrom Albemarle Island, 
Galipagos (No. 4930, U.S. Nat. Mus.), shows that S. 1.2~01-onzaculata is a 
synonym o l  P.  sphncelntc~ (Uhler). The  type of the latter species is also 
in llle U.S. National i\/luscunl. 

I 'eninco~n nzexicuna (Van Duzee) 
(Fig. 2) 

Or/inoplzt)rs 177euzcanrts Van Duree, P ~ o c .  Calif. Acad. Sci., (4) 12 (1923): 165. 

The  type female is figured. I t  was taken at Guardia Island, Lower 
California, Mexico, and is deposited in the California Academy ol 
Sciences. '1s the type specimen is brachypterous, the veins of the mem- 
brane arc not fully de~eloped,  and it is not possible to count the cells 
tvith certainty. T h e  ocelli are more widely separated than in  typical 
species of Pentacola. The  antenna1 and pronotal difrerences arc also 
distinctive, and i t  is thus impossible to confuse mexzcnnn with its 
congenei s. 

Submi t ted  fol- pzlblica/ion January 10,1953 








