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ENDOWMENT
FOR THE ARTS

The rate of decline in literary reading is accelerating.

1982 1992 2002
% of U.S. Adult Population 56.9 54.0 46.7
Active Literary Readers
Percentage Point (pp) Decline - -2.9 pp -1.3 pp

Rate of Decline — -5% -14%
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The decline in literary reading foreshadows an
erosion in cultural and civic participation.

% of U.S. Adult Population

Literary Readers = Non-Literary

Readers
Perform Volunteer or Charity Work 43.0 17.0
Visit Art Museums 44.0 12.0
Attend Performing Arts Events 49.0 17.0

Attend Sports Events 45.0 27.0
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The decline in reading correlates with increased
participation in a variety of electronic media,
including the Internet, video games, and portable
digital devices.
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Back to the Future in Tamil Nadu



Gandhi (1918)




On The Road




Tikse Gompa, Ladakh (1992)







