Che Berlin Rofjrpost

by Sandra Lach Arlinghaus

MNathaniel H. Gordon notes the Berlin Rohrpost as yetanother pneumatic network { The
Carto Philatelist, December 1993, Val. 38, No. 4, pp. 111) used to transmit mail through an
underground network of tubing. U, 5. Pestmaster General, John Wanamaker, commented that,
in the time period between the Seven Weeks” War (1866) and the Franco-Prussian War (1870,
“The stirring events of 1866 had for a while placed the extension of the pneumatic network in
the background, but soon it became all the more urgent.” To facilitate communications, “The
connection by pneumatic tubes between the central office and the Potsdam Gate, with an
intermediate office at the Brandenburg Gate. .. was most urgentlv needed.” Thus, the new line
2.3 kilometers m length extended “from the central office along Oberwald Street and Unterden
Linden to the office room of the internmediate station at the Brandenburg Gate, and thence
along the Koniggreiker street to the terminal station at Potsdam Cate. Additional extensions
of the Berlin network did not oceur until postal reorganization after 1870." (U, 5. Postmaster
General, 1889, pp. 152, 153, source for quatations; Arlinghaus, 1985).
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Figure 1. 23-plennin pneurmatic mail postal card, 1858,

Inthe peried following the Franco-Prussian War, in the mid-1870s, Imperial Chancellor
Otto von Bismarck organized a commission to study the merits of a tubular post (Rohrpost).
Oine suggestion of this commission was to use a network design that would alleviate
congestion at the center of Berlin, the rapidly expanding capital of the newly-established
German Empire. In December of 1875, the Rohrpost Commission opened 15 new preumatic
stations along a northem and southem polygon of tubing tangent at the Central Office. Fven
with these new stations, Wanamaker reported that by 1881 an average Rohrpost transmission
took 40% longer than it had in earlier times, as a result of the bu rgeaning increase in Berlin's
pepulation. The Rohrpost Commission elected to build a more substantial network based on
aradial plan, witha central hub, which by 1901 had the form shown in the map in Figure 2{U.5.
Postmaster General, 1891, map to appear in Arlinghaus, Arlinghaus, and Hara ry, fortheom-

ingr).
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Figure 2. Tha Rohrpost, Berlin, 1901

Staggered use of compression and suction dried out the interior of the system of lubing,
fncoldest weather, however, tubing placed at insufficient depth under streets and sidewalks
froze and “large quantities of liguid spirits of wine were introduced into the tubes for the
purpose of detaching the ice from the walls of the tubes” (1. 5. Postmaster General, 1891, pp.
152, 154). Ome has to wonder if the French would have considered a similar splution, using
French wing, had the tubes in the Prieumatique frozen in the Parisian winter!
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