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FOUNDATIONS

Today, over 125,000 Muslims live in Metro Detroit, and they wor-
ship in over 50 mosques. Most of these mosques are located in
renovated banks, warehouses, storefronts, and churches. Oth-
ers are purpose-built, multimillion dollar facilities with attached
schools, recreational facilities, social service programs, and
grand banquet halls. Since 1990, the number of mosques in De-
troit has doubled, with new mosques appearing in the outer
suburbs and the inner city alike. These building projects are the
work of congregations composed mostly of immigrants and their

children, or converts and their families. Islam in Detroit, circa o ;%»immf;ﬁﬂuﬁﬁé:&i e e e e whte Tn
2005, is widely perceived to be “new” or “foreign,” and recent X gl |

surveys find that over two-thirds of the city’s Muslims were born

Few people realize that the rapid growth of Islam in Detroit is based on foundations laid by
much older Muslim communities, some of which date back to the late 19th century. De-
troit’s first mosque was built in Highland Park, in 1921, when the local Muslim population was
said (in newspaper accounts) to be 16,000 sirong. The city’s oldest continuously occupied
mosque, the American Moslem Society, was established in 1938. By the mid-1930s, African
Americans, Arabs, Afghanis, and Indians had prayer spaces on Hastings Street, in or near
“Paradise Valley.” Albanians established their first mosque in 1950. At Roseland Cemetery,
tombstones engraved in Arabic script mark the graves of Turkish and Syrian Muslims who
died in the 1910s, before the first mosques were built.

Masjid Al-Noor, Detroit
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sacred and religious duty of every Mohammedan here to be a good citizen of Amer-

ica and to learn the language of the country, without which we cannot understand

each other rightly.”
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HO AKBAR!' IS CHANT IN DETROIT
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"p.h.lm.l of [INE ohjecis, and Mohammadans take | of Lhe elders of th~ gongregation jdent of the congregulion, expilalned

Detroit, among them Arabs
Turks. Persians, Hindoos,

Syrians and representatives ‘ol
m or nationalities, assembled
:-:Wuh month in the New Orl-
enial Hall, 1941 Haslings sireel, on
Ihe oocamion of Lhe Eld«el-Fétr fea-
tlval | 4

The event was of greal sigrifl-
canca (o Mohammedans. It was far
ihe first time in the history of the
falth that tha throne of Allah was

. basesched by communal prayer [rom

Hll'll.ll-lﬂl- Park for several years
has bean marked by & bright cres-
cent oh the Mohammedan religious
map of the ‘world, by virtue of a
mosque, or Molammedan church,
erecied thers in 1331 and which has
since gons through & stermy CAFenRT.
But communal Moslemi praysr from
Detrnit -l;.-. A maW um& Hllldttll.t
humian prayer symphony offered lo
Allah. the last day of Ramadan, ac-

the word .of the law Ilterally. A |JLt was a serious di
pictore of Mohammedans al prayer | Moslem orthodoxy. A
would have bean regardsd asan act | men in the congregstl

i risky mdventure by the phologra- | and bath robsa and o
pher. . the religious panoply,

Bot times have changed. On this | sacred to be shown In
oocasion the repovver and the pho- |but all posed for Lhe
tographer were the invited gueats

sazion from
faw alderly
n grumbled

of sacrilege by Lthe falthful and as | Many removed the fegzes. turbans

#r parite nof
objects tog
phologreph,

METre,
Shah Zaln Ul Awnedin,

e - Dres] -

this digresgion a» follows:

“The Mohammedan faith prohibits
the presentatlion af living obiscts in
art partly because it may ba con-
frrued am AN attampl'nn the part of
martal man o imitate the work of
Allah, the Creator. but largely with
the view nf preventing the possi-
bility of el worship A life=like
status of a popular statesman or
ceneral. a vivid portrait of & great
religinus leacher copld sasily be-
rome the object of worship In adme
primilive community, and the work
of a¥t degenerale into idojatry.

alen exléended 1o photography. Even
inday many orihodox Moslems (n
Agia do net dare to pause beforse a
CAIMATE. i

|FEAR SCATTERED,
-| “Bul this frar has been scattered

:rfl!"lr'l'hl.l of lafte, and Indavy a dig-
| rrimination is drawn between =
| mechanically made photograph and

“For o long tim# Lhis bhan on art |
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{a portralt in oll’ or water tolor

| Photographs are permitied. bur ne

{true Moslem would pose befare an
arilegl’s sase]l™

| The BEid-#]l-Feir has & dual re-

liclogr SiEnN|IRidfcs acenrding 1o
lipaer Mohammikd All, efTendi, prepi-
|dent of the Universal I=lamic So-
[viety. under whose auspices the
| meeF W HCE WS kel Ii: wmmrks Ih
[vlose of the Ramadan fast as 'lrrl!-l
{as Intended sacrifice of lsmael by

\brmham, he sabd
, We Moslemyg waorship Lhe ane,
Pthe Lrue, Lthe UIVing (iod, bul we dn
not worship Mobhammed, whom we
| regard only as Gods messenger.”
|I use Mohammed All declared. ““The
||'|r_|[|u'l].r coneptiaon, held by an~

Moslerme., that Mohammed x| our
God, Is erroneads,

"Hamadan i the month in which
Moehammed recelved his divine rev-
elation,” he continuwed. =t ia &
period of salemn obssrvance among
the failthful. The Tast lasts every
day betwesn eunrise and sunset for p g 3ot b, T ] el ks b A
a# manilh, All arnsual pleasures ane .-.!-‘.-_,.5'_-'_._"_';"'.---; o e WL 3 P

forbidéen during this period. It Iy ~—-"_,j'/£"u~—~——‘* .rf \lh_‘i[rl-j[

a periad of alme giving., Many Mao-
|

cording te Lhe Mohammedan, April
* 1%, according Lo the Christidn calen-

dar,
HOUR OF PRAISE.
And sp., \hres scors Moslems, In

okl faet. their heads cowered
:rljlt.h. I:I:m and turbans, and many
wearing balth robea and pajamas in
lieu of prayer robes, agrranged them-
salves in paralle]l rows on Lhe sacred
rug spread in the New lentnl Hall;
apd Tor more than an hour raised
pralss Lo Allah, with eyes lurned
to Mecca and hearts full of devo-
riom .

- b Ho Akbar™ “Allah is paws
Hfllurl!h:hmhd EKhalll Bassy, Lhs
Imman, or prayer-leader, as the
congregalion rosa 1o iis feel, rell
oni [ta knesss, or tauched t'ny sacred
rug with jia farshsads. In aceard-
anea with the Mohammedan relig-

Evary

The Burhannudin Mosque, Farmington Hills

Detroit area mosques, circa 2003

Tha prayer Was OVer.
member of tha congregation had
[ ormed the “Aba" ceremony of
. » g the Imman, and -the
filthkful Moslem ware Aagain put-
ting on their lowly shoes &nd ox:
iords to resums thealr sireet ap-
pearance, when the veice of the IIT
man omrce marfd Wil heard

At his word ths faithful onc

aifa ot/ _h i et atdal | [

hammedans devole To charilies |
| money saved on food during this
period of fasting.

Ar Tor the olher element in (e
Eld-el-Feilr., LDuse Mahammed [A]f

AT b b ol )

PAVA s

| revealed the information that {t
an ' of “*m:t‘;ﬂmli. wasn lemael not leasc &8 told in the
¢ Lm DI-M‘; H-I 'Hh Proahast Old Testament, who was Lo be sacr]-

flced by Abrabam. '
“*The story ifold in the (ld Tesia-
nent In erfonecds on this point)”
use Mobammed Al declared "'li'ﬂu
M oham bold that it was l:j'

g Frnl o L

but tor the sake of The News pho-
tographer.
HORAN FORNIDS.

But & short time ago A picture
of anything Mobammedan | would

B B m o e e e e —

mael the son of Hagar, and t
Ipanc, ithe son of Sarah. who wan 1o
be sacrificed by Abrahdim. And LHe

Fild-el-Feir I8 a eclebration In com-
meémoration of Lhal svent.”

EMBRACING THE fi{lf.df.\".

rarmiis no srilstic Imitation of Jiv-,

Imam Khalil Baizy (right) émBraces a member of his congregation,
circa 1934.
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