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Secondary Architectural Features cont. |
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3. The minbar: a pulpit-like structure that allows the Imam
to preach to the congregation from a position visually
accessible toall worshipers. Traditionally, these large, elab- _
orate objects had ahumble form, consisting of three steps. }
Only later, due to localcultural influences, did the minbar
become a standard feature of mosque design.
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The American Muslim Center Masjid Mu' ath Bin Jabal Al-Islah Islamic Center

Communal Features

Diverse innovations have evolved in mosque architecture
over the centuries as Muslims have responded to the sur-
roundings in which they live. In American contexits,
mosques have acquired new features, such as banquet
halls, classrooms, and gymnasiums, all of which meet the
demands of new, dynamic congregations.
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Playroom at the Unity Center Library at the Dix Mosque Playground at the Unity Center
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Office in Islamic Center Classroom
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