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Prefabrication is the 
practice of assembling compo-
nents of a structure in a factory 
or other manufacturing site, 
and transporting complete as-
semblies or sub-assemblies to 
the construction site where the 
structure is to be located. The 
term is used to distinguish this 
process from the more conven-
tional construction practice of 
transporting the basic materials 
to the construction site where 
all assembly is carried out.



Systems of prefabrication can be 
open or closed.  Open systems 
can be installed in a variety of 
ways, while closed systems are 
determinant.



The installation of prefabricated 
components can be wet or dry.  
Wet components require modi-
fication to be installed on site, 
while dry systems are completely 
prepared before reaching the 
location of construction.

-David Leatherbarrow + 
Mohsen Mostafavi, Surface 
Architecture, 2002.


































