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ABSTRACT: Throughout the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries,
both parents and schools played an important part in the education of young Ameri-
cans. While historians of the family and of education have frequently acknowledged
these complementary, if not sometimes conflicting, institutions in the training of the
young, very little effort has been made to examine the interactions between them. The
family was an important source of education for children in colonial and nineteenth-
century America. But from the very beginning churches and schools were directed to
assist parents in the socialization of the young. Indeed, by the mid-nineteenth century,
the role of the schools had expanded to such an extent that many of the educational
tasks initially assigned to parents, such as teaching children the alphabet and how to
read, became the responsibility of the schools.
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1. For an introduction to recent work on family
history, see Degler (1980), Gordon (1978), Ryan
(1982), and Vinovskis (forthcoming[a]). For devel-
opments in educational history, see Angus (1983),
Cremin ( 1970, 1980), Graff (1977), and Vinovskis
(1983, 1985a). There are two earlier essays (Angus,
1980b; Cremin, 1978) on the relationship between
the family and education that are quite useful.

2. Although there are no specific references in
Bailyn (1960) to the Handlin volume (1951), Bailyn
probably drew upon some of the general ideas es-
poused by Handlin&mdash;especially the chapters which
dealt with the reactions of parents and children to
the New World.

3. While critics (Vinovskis, 1971) quarrel with
some of Greven’s methodology and findings, no
one has contested his assertion that family life in
New England was relatively stable. Similar results
have been reported (Demos, 1970; Lockridge,
1970) for other communities in seventeenth-century
Massachusetts.

4. The most detailed and comprehensive treat-
ment of the role of education and the family among
the New England Puritans is still Morgan ( 1966).
While his account discusses the difficulties that Puri-
tans experienced in trying to get families to fulfill
their responsibilities, it does not convey the sense of
disintegration and instability present in Bailyn’s
(1960) account.

5. Hiner (1973: 12) points out that "hardly any
attention was devoted to mothers in seventeenth-

century recitations of parental duties." Indeed, "if
the Puritan father had a relatively equal teaching
partner, it was not his wife, but his minister" (Hiner,
1973: 13).

6. On the changing role of women and religion
during the seventeenth century, see Dunn (1980),
Koehler (1980), Moran (1979, 1980), Moran and
Vinovskis (1982, forthcoming), and Ulrich (1980,
1982).

7. According to Hiner (1973), seventeenth-

century Puritans did not emphasize the importance
of the lower schools. Beginning in the 1690s, how-
ever, Cotton Mather and others began to stress the
need for these lower schools as a way of cultivating
civility among unregenerate children.

8. Whether or not educational facilities in-
creased or decreased proportionate to the popula-
tion in eighteenth-century New England is not clear.

Part of the confusion stems from the fact that much

of the evidence of school decline comes from data

on grammar schools. Yet Teaford ( 1970) argues
that although classical grammar schools did decline
in the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
they were replaced by other secondary schools
which taught English. According to Teaford, there
is a transformation of the nature of secondary edu-
cation in Massachusetts prior to the American
Revolution rather than a decrease in interest in
education. Thus, the entire issue of the relative

availability of elementary schools to teach basic
skills to children in the eighteenth century still

awaits further research.

9. There is considerable debate over the exact

meaning of the term "revisionist" since it encom-

passes a group of scholars who often disagree
among themselves on important aspects of educa-
tional development. For a discussion of the term,
see Ravitch (1978) and Katz (1976).

10. Relatively little has been written about edu-
cation in the nineteenth-century South. For an in-
troduction to some recent studies, see Burton

( 1985), Kett (1985), and Stowe (1985). On the edu-
cational experiences of slaves and freedmen, see
Jones (1980), Webber (1978), and Wyatt-Brown
( 1985).

11. When kindergartens were established later,
often very young children were excluded from at-

tending them. In addition, kindergartens deliber-
ately did not try to teach young children how to read
(Finkelstein, 1985).

12. In general, there is very little concern among
historians with the experiences of students in the
classroom. For a good introduction to this issue, see
Boylan (1985) and Finkelstein (1979). As an exam-
ple of how nineteenth-century children learned to
draw at home and in school, see Korzenik ( 1985).

13. Thernstrom’s study of Newburyport educa-
tion is now being revised by Vinovskis (1985b) who
is analyzing the educational experiences of all chil-
dren in that community rather than of just those
who were the offspring of common laborers. Pre-
liminary findings suggest that Thernstrom under-
estimated the extent of school attendance in

Newburyport&mdash;even among the children of the

common laborers he investigated.
14. Hogan (1985) maintains that home owner-

ship and early school leaving are related in his study
of Chicago, but he does not have any individual-
level data which would either support or refute that

proposition.
15. The work/consumption index seems to pre-

dict the likelihood of women going into the labor
force (Mason, Vinovskis, and Hareven, 1978), but
does not explain school attendance. Since many
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nineteenth-century girls who dropped out of school
stayed at home rather than entering the labor force,
it may be that the processes of school leaving and
entry into the paid labor force are not identical for
females.

16. Public elementary and secondary schools
were not the only institutions devised by nineteenth-
century Americans to cope with their perceived cri-
sis of raising children in the cities. Child-reform
advocates also established orphan asylums (Hawes,
1971), Sunday schools (Boylan, 1979), and reform
schools (Brenzel,1983; Schlossman,1977) for help-
ing children. For an interesting introduction and
interpretation of these and other institutions for the
care of children, see Finkelstein (1985).
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