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Direct antiproliferative effect of cyclosporin A on
cultured keratinocytes and fibroblasts

SIR, We were interested to read the recently published report! demonstrating a direct antiproliferative
effect of cyclosporin A on cultured keratinocytes and fibroblasts. These authors observed a reversible,
dose-dependent inhibitory effect and that the presence of serum attenuated this response. These findings
were of interest to us because we previously observed the same phenomena and reported them in several
earlier publications.?'> We cannot understand these citation omissions of our ir vizro findings because they
were properly cited by investigators confirming an i vivo direct antiproliferative effect on keratinocytes*
and this reference was included in the bibliography of their paper.

The authors raised the question of the possible molecular mechanism by which cyclosporin A inhibits
keratinocyte growth, and we suggest that it may exert its antiproliferative effect by decreasing the number
of high affinity epidermal growth factor receptors.’
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Persistent bite reactions responsive to photochemotherapy

SIR, Cutaneous reactions to bites from arthropods are common and immediate reactions are pruritic,
erythematous papules that resolve within an hour. Sometimes a delayed reaction occurs and these lesions
are intensely pruritic and the intensity and duration of symptoms is variable and often correlates with the
number of bites received.! We describe two cases of patients with persistent insect bite reactions who
having failed standard therapy, were successfully treated with oral psoralens and long-wave ultraviolet
light (PUVA).

Two middle-aged Caucasian men presented with multiple insect bites. Patient 1 noted multiple chiggers
on his body on a hunting trip. Both men had pruritic, erythematous urticarial papules on their neck, trunk
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