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http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/community/blogosphere/bloggers/tag/copyright  
Working Guidelines for the Copyright Project 
Little Images, Big Art 
Copyright is Complicated 
Doing the Right Thing 

Deborah Wythe, Head of Digital Collections and Services 
deborah.wythe@brooklynmuseum.org  or  
copyright@brooklynmuseum.org  
@dwythe    @brooklynmuseum 

 

Copyright: 

►Copyright and Cultural Institutions: Guidelines for Digitization for U.S. Libraries, Archives, and 
Museums. Peter B. Hirtle, Emily Hudson, Andrew T. Kenyon   
E-book (free download): http://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/1813/14142/2/Hirtle-
Copyright_final_RGB_lowres-cover1.pdf   
Print:  https://www.createspace.com/3405063  

The Public Domain: How to Find & Use Copyright-Free Writings, Music, Art & More. Stephen Fishman.  
Print or e-book: http://www.nolo.com/products/the-public-domain-PUBL.html  

U.S. Copyright Office, Copyright Information Center  
http://www.copyright.gov/  

►Copyright Term and the Public Domain in the United States (Hirtle) 
http://www.copyright.cornell.edu/resources/publicdomain.cfm  

Cornell University Copyright Information Center  
http://www.copyright.cornell.edu/resources/  

Columbia University: Copyright Quick Guide 
http://copyright.columbia.edu/copyright/copyright-in- general/copyright-quickguide/  

Fair Use, Center for Social Media, American University 
http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org/fair-use  

AAMD Policy on the Use of “thumbnail” Digital Images in Museum Online Initiatives 
http://aamd.org/papers/documents/AAMDFairUseGuidelinesHLP1-10-11_2_.pdf  

Rights and Reproductions Information Network 
http://www.rarin.org/index.php?title=Main_Page  

VRA Intellectual Property Rights News 
http://vraiprnews.wordpress.com/  

College Art Association: IP resources 
http://www.collegeart.org/ip/  

Copyright Watch: monitors international laws 
 http://www.copyright-watch.org/  
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Was it registered?  

►The Catalog of Copyright Entries, published volumes of copyright registrations and renewals prior to 
1978  
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/cce/  

Online registration and renewal information, 1978 to present 
http://www.copyright.gov/records/   

 

Find artist contacts:  

►The WATCH File (Writers, Artists and Their Copyright Holders, University of Texas, Austin) 
http://tyler.hrc.utexas.edu/index.cfm  

►Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Rights and Restrictions 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/res/rights.html   

 

Does a licensing organization control rights?  

ARS -- Artists Rights Society 
http://www.arsny.com/  

VAGA – Visual Artists and Galleries Association, Inc.  
http://www.vagarights.com/  

 

Researching artists:  

MUSIP: Museum IP Yahoo group 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/musip/  

Social Security Death Index 
http://ssdi.rootsweb.ancestry.com/  

CAA Obituaries 
http://www.collegeart.org/news/category/obituaries/  

International Foundation for Art Research: catalogues raisonnés 
http://www.ifar.org/cat_rais.php  

Catalogue Raisonne Association 
http://www.catalogueraisonne.org/CRSAmemberlist.pdf  

 

Community:  

Creative Commons  
http://creativecommons.org/ and http://thepowerofopen.org/  

Wikimedia Commons 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  

Flickr Commons 
http://www.flickr.com/commons  


