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“trunk mystery“

headquarters and containing offices, stores,
and condominiums, built 2 number of luxury
apartment complexes 1n midtown Manhattan
and on the Upper East Side, including Trump
Plaza at 3rd Avenue and 63rd Street, as well
as several gambling casinos In Atlantic City,
New Jersey, and bought a football team (the
New Jersey Generals) and the Eastern Air-
lines shuttle (which he renamed the Trump
Shuttle). Because his investments were highly
leveraged, the collapse of the real-estate mart-
ket in the late 1980s forced him to renegotiate
neatly $2000 million in debt and divest him-
sclf of various holdings including the air
shuttle (bought by US Air). In the 1990s he
continued to work on vatious developments,
including a scaled-down version of Trump
City that was renamed Riverside South in
1991. In addition to his vast real-estate hold-
ings Trump is known for his lamboyant pet-
sonality. He is the author of two best-selling
autobiographies, Trump: The Art of the Deal
(1988) and Trump: Surviving a the Top (1990).
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“trunk mystery.” An incident in 1871 that
began when a baggage master discovered a
nude female corpse in a trunk measufing three
by three by two feet (ninety by ninety by sixty
centimeters) at the Hudson River Depot on
Saturday 26 August. The body was identified
as that of Alice Augusta Bowlsby, a nineteen-
year-old unmarried woman from Paterson,
New Jersey. An investigation revealed that she
had been impregnated by aman named Walter
Conklin, who arranged for Jacob Rosenzwelg
to perform an abortion. After apparently
killing Bowlsby unintentionally Rosenzweig,
sought to conceal the evidence by sending her
corpse to Chicago; he was sentenced to seven
years in ptison, and Conklin took his own life.
The case fueled campaigns to outlaw abot-
tion.

James C. Moht: Abortion in America: The Origins and

Evolution of National Policy, 1800—1900 (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1978)

Mary Elizabeth Brown

Truth Teller. Weekly newspaper launched in
1825 by the Catholic priests John Powers and
Felix Varela to succeed the Shamrock (1810),
the first Irish newspaper in New York City.
The most influential newspaper of its kind in
the country before the 1840s, it provided ex-
tensive coverage of Itish nationalist 1ssues and
the activities of the Catholic church and had
an average citculation of three thousand. Its
editors often engaged their Protestant col-
leagues in heated theological and political de-
bate. The Truth Teller declined after the Free-
man’s Journal began publication in 1840; 1t Was
absotrbed by the Irish American, a weekly news-
papeft, 1n 1855.
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tuberculosis. Although tuberculosts, once
known as consumption, of the “white plague,”

became an unfortunate hazard of life in New
York City in colonial days, for most of its
history little could be done to combat it.
The disease was long thought to be heredi-
tary rather than contagious, and even Robert
Koch’s discovery in 1882 of the microbe that
causes tuberculosis met with some hostility
among the local medical community. By 1901
cuberculosis was one of the leading killers ot
New Yorkers; about twelve thousand new
cases occurred that year, and the disease was
responsible for about one of every four deaths
between the ages of fifteen and sixty-five. By
1904 the number of cases tripled. Privately
practicing physicians of the period were hest-
tant to report their tubercular patients to the
health department, for fear ot initiating their
forcible removal to a sanitarium or quarantine
hospital and of losing paying patients in €co-
nomically difficult times. Despite their reluc-
tance a strong public health campaign was
mounted by such local officials as Hermann
M. Biggs, T. Mitchell Prudden, William H.
Park, and Lawrence Veiller. The city’s health
department opened the first municipal clinic
for tuberculosis in the United States in 1904,
and efforts at education, prevention, and 1so-
lation helped contribute to the decline of the
disease by the late 1930s. Several chemo-
therapeutic agents that cured tuberculosis
were developed between 1944 and 195 2.

A further decline was brought about by mu-
nicipal programs beginning in the 1950s and
lasting well into the 1980s that provided daily
nursing and medical attention to the city’s uf-
ban poor and others with tuberculosis. In the
mid to late 1980s, however, several events led
‘6 a recrudescence of drug-resistant tuber-
culosis in New York City: diminished re-
sources for public health departments to treat
patients with tuberculosis; the tendency of tu-
berculosis patients to abbreviate their treat-
ment regimen; a wider reservoir of people
susceptible to ruberculosis, such as those with
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV); and
a0 increase in travel between the United
States and countries where tuberculosis and
drug-resistant tuberculosts are prevalent. Be-
tween 1985 and 1990 the number of cases of
cuberculosis in the city increased by 89.1 per-
cent.
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