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What is  

Standardized, structured, searchable  
digital editions of  early printed books 

? 



•  Transcribe and mark up works from EEBO, 
ECCO, and Evans, with permission and support 
from  Proquest, Gale Cengage and Readex. 

•   Funded directly by more than 150 libraries, who 
co-own the files 

•  Eventually, all texts will be freely available for 
anyone to use.  

What is  ? 



ECCO-TCP 

 

Result: 2,231 text files 
all dressed up and nowhere to go 



Functional exclusivity period:  
•  Supporting libraries get immediate 

access 
•  Supporting corporations have a 

window to see a return on their 
investment 

•  Clear limitations protect all libraries 
& scholars 

All dressed up and nowhere to go 
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All dressed up and nowhere to go 
Dysfunctional exclusivity period:  
• No new libraries signing up, 
production halted 
• Gale not interested in selling 
• Limits of  exclusivity period unclear  

When we asked, Gale Cengage said:  
“If  you love them, set them free!” 

(or something like that) 



And there was much rejoicing! 

….sort of. 



Reactions were mixed 
From textperts: innovation 

 
“You'll recall that …I made TEI P5 versions, and 
ePub…In conversation with the folks at Apple, they 
said they'd like to get these ebooks into the Apple 
iBookstore, and promote them a bit.” 
 
“I have been noodling around with the ~1,400 ECCO 
texts that have…been linguistically annotated…. With 
the help of  a…script, I…establish[ed] a very crude 
error rate for each document” 



Reactions were mixed 

From everyone else: frustration 
 

“I read a press release the other day about how a 
certain number of  texts from ECCO are now going 

to be available for free searching by the public in 
the TCP.  When will they be available and what is 

the URL?” 

 
 

“What exactly does ‘freely available to the public’ 
mean, here and now?” 



Free as in… …free speech 
(unrestricted) 

…free beer 
(doesn’t cost any money) 



Free as in… …free speech 
(unrestricted) 

…free beer 
(doesn’t cost any money) 

…free delivery 
(Put it in my hands. Preferably 

assembled.) 





Two ways to think about representation 

•  Where and how are the ECCO-TCP texts 
represented online?  

•  How does the TCP represent itself, and its 
relationship to these texts? (And how do folks find 
that information?) 

















“But this is part of  a larger problem. If  there are 
multiple versions of  the original content, then 
which one is the one you use? In fact it’s not only 
about the content. Which platform works quickest? 
Which gives the most ‘accurate’ search results? 
Which one provides enhanced tools for analysis? 
Which gives the best results for your particular area 
of  research? Where do you send your students? 
Which one do you cite? Most importantly, which 
one do you trust? And why?” 
 

“Crowdsourcing and Variant Digital Editions -  
some troubles ahead”  
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