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"[Li]braries always bear an especially 
rich and complex rela+onship with 
the past, which consists—no less 
today than in the Reforma+on—of 
one part preserva+on, one part 
inven+on, and one part disavowal,” 

 
Jennifer Summit 

Memory’s Library (239) 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Libraries “func+on 
less as transparent 
containers of 
historical truth 
than as 
embodiments of 
historically specific 
ideas about what 
cons+tutes truth in 
textual forms” 
 

Jennifer Summit 
Memory’s Library (8) 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“…the containers 
archivists develop 
must be malleable” 
 

Beth Yakel 
“Thinking Inside and Outside the 

Boxes: Archival Reference Services 
at the Turn of the Century” 

Archivaria 49(146) 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The promise of the digital is not in the 
way it allows us to ask new ques+ons 
because of digital tools or because of 
new methodologies made possible by 
those tools. The promise is in the way 
the digital reshapes the representa+on, 
sharing, and discussion of knowledge. 

 
Mark Sample 

“The digital humani+es is not about building, it’s about sharing” 
May 25, 2011 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By preparing our resources to withstand disbinding 
and dissolu+on, we can… 

(1)  Provide greater access (and see more use of) 
digi+zed manuscripts,  

(2)  Maintain beHer intellectual control over these 
resources, and 

(3)  Leave room for new modes of representa+on, 
sharing, and discussion  
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"The importance of archival 
containers and managing 
containment, or access, persists and 
perhaps grows more significant in 
the digital environment. Digital 
technologies may even make the 
containers more cri+cal if they 
incorporate means of maintaining 
an authen+c context and essen+al 
evidence for records of enduring 
value. Digital technologies also make 
containment both harder and 
easier"  
 
 
 

Beth Yakel 
“Thinking Inside and Outside the 

Boxes: Archival Reference Services 
at the Turn of the Century” 

Archivaria 49 (140‐160) 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Parker Library on the Web excep+ons: 
•  "a few manuscripts with paper pages which are badly 

damaged by moisture, or those with very fragile bindings, 
which at present cannot be successfully imaged in their 
totality"  

 
•  "A very small number of [...]printed books, mistakenly 

catalogued as manuscripts in the 18th century, [...] have 
been excluded.” 

 
•  project was developed using a catalog published in 1912, 

though manuscripts acquired aFer 1912 have also been 
included (with cataloging provided by the Parker Librarian) 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