Press Conference (3/26/91)
Change

It is clear that our state is in the midst of a profound
transition...

...from an industrial economy based upon the abundance
of natural resources, unskilled labor, and, to some degree,
constrained, slowly moving domestic markets...

To a knowlege-based economy, characterized by intensely
competitive world markets, rapid change, and--most
important of all--educated people and their ideas.

Michigan as a state is changing very rapidly...

This has not been...and will not be...an easy transition to make.

The impact of these changes are already painfully apparent
to Michigan's workers and industries.

The truth is that the outcome is still very much in doubt!
Whether we will emerge from this transition as a

world economic leader once again...with a
strong, prosperous--albeit new--economy
producing jobs and improving our quality of life.
Or whether we will fail to heed the warnings...
...to make the necessary investments and
sacrifices today necessary for strength and
prosperity tomorrow...
And become an economic backwater in the century ahead.

It is clear that we have arrived at a fork in the road ahead.



My central theme is that education, broadly defined, will
be the pivotal issue in determining which of these two
alternative futures will be Michigan’s...and America’s.
Indeed, I am absolutely convinced that the dominant issue of
the 1990s will be the development of our human resources.
Previous economic transformations were closely associated
with major public investment in infrastructure such as
railroads, canals, electric networks, and highways.
In the coming economic transition, an equivalent
infrastructure will be an educated population.
Choice
We recognize that the choices before Michigan are not easy.
We must address pressing social issues of employment,
health, social welfare, we must meet the important
nees of our citizens today.

But also we must balance these immediate needs with
investment

in our future.
If we don't invest in cures, our symptoms will, in time,
become fatal...
For generations, the people of Michigan sacrificed
so that their children could have a better life.
They had faith in education.
We must rekindle that faith
and that commitment to the future today.

We must care for our children's future as much



as we attempt to our present needs and desires.
Responsibility
Years ago our parents stepped up to their responsibilities
by sacrificing to give us an opportunity for a better life
through education.
Now it is our generation’s turn.

Today we are called upon to demonstrate a similar
commitment

to our children...to the next generation...to the future.
Education represents one of the most important
investments a society can make in its future...since
it is an investment in its people...
It is indeed the case that our state and our nation
have developed the finest systems of public education
in the world...
But we must also remember this resulted from the willingness
of past generations to look beyond the needs
and desires of the present and to invest in the future
by building and sustaining educational institutions
of exceptional quality--
Institutions that have provided those of us in this gathering
today with unsurpassed educational opportunities.
We have inherited these marvelous institutions because
of the commitments and the sacrifices of previous
generations...and it is our obligation as responsible

stewards--not to mention as responsible parents--to



sustain them to serve our own children and
grandchildren.

It seems clear that if we are to honor this responsibility
to future generations, we must re-establish the priority
of both our personal and our public investments
in education, in the future of our children
...and hence in the future of our

state and our nation.
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