NEW CENTER NORTH NEIGHBORS
A PROPOSAL FOR GREEN SPACES:
FINAL DRAFT


BACKGROUND OF PROPOSAL:  

New Center North Neighbors (NCNN) is a community organization comprising twenty-seven blocks between Boston Edison Historic District and New Center Commons.  In contrast to the elite districts north and south of it, NCNN contains a mix of single family homes, duplex homes, strips of town houses, quite a few two family “flats”, and some large apartment buildings.  

Our boundaries are Atkinson Avenue on the north and West Euclid on the south.  We are sandwiched between Woodward Avenue on the east, and the Lodge Freeway on the west.  

The city of Detroit has lost approximately half of its population since World War II.  With loss of population due primarily to reluctance of children and grandchildren to move back into the city on the death of their parents and grandparents we find our neighborhood with a growing number of abandoned houses and vacant lots.  As Detroit’s population ages the need increases to beautify and rebuild the inner-city in order to make the city more livable and marketable.    
  
The goal of the immediate project is to convert four vacant lots to green spaces with native (i.e. Michigan) plantings to provide habitat for birds and wildlife as well as for “nooks of nature” within which the people of our community can sit and relax.    

THE PROPOSAL:  

There are four vacant lots that we feel would be good choices for green spaces.  The lots are adjacent to the Service Drive along the Lodge Freeway.  We are quite certain that at least three of those lots would not be rebuilt with houses because of the noise and traffic associated with being so close to the expressway.  The fourth lot is at the corner of the Lodge Service Drive and Clairmount Avenue.    

Size of lots:  125’ X 40’ = 5,000 sq. ft. per lot. 
The method:  

That first phase of the project will be done on June 30, 2007 while a neighborhood organization has a sizeable group of people available to do that part of the work.  

The first step will be to roto-till the sections of the vacant lots where trees and bushes are to be planted.  Next holes will be dug where trees and bushes are to be planted.  Those holes will be filled in with wood chips to await the actual planting during the fall.   

While the holes are being dug for the trees and bushes the remainder of the land on the lots will be roto-tilled and planted with buckwheat.     The effect would be to have the buckwheat choke out the weeds and then, during the second phase, be tilled under so that the buckwheat served as “green manure.”  

The second phase of the project could be planned for late summer or early fall when the trees and bushes could be planted and the lots would be roto-tilled the second time.  Once the buckwheat has been turned under the lots would be planted with clover and with ornamental grasses, wild flowers, and a fern per lot.  

The second phase will need a significant number of volunteers in order to accomplish all of the work in a single day.  The volunteers for this day would either have to come entirely from our community itself; or, would be a mix of our volunteers along with volunteers from either some other organization or from WalMart and Sam’s Club.  It is conceivable that the roto-tilling might be done a day early.          

“Lawn”:  I am proposing that Dutch clover be used in place of grass.  Dutch clover has several advantages:  It handles drought well, replenishes nitrogen in the soil, and doesn’t grow more than 8 inches high so that it would require little mowing.  

Native (i.e. Michigan) plantings of trees, bushes, grasses, wild flowers, and ferns will be used in order to minimize difficulties in establishing and maintaining the lots.

It will require regular watering during the first year in order to guarantee the establishment of the plants.  After the first year, the green spaces should need little more than minimal work.  Watering will be the responsibility of NCNN in cooperation with people on the blocks where the green spaces are situated.      	

We will need permission from the city to use the lots all of which belong to the city.  Such arrangements should not be difficult.  A church affiliated group is working on that issue.  

The lot at Clairmount and the Lodge may be being held for future development.  However, we are suggesting that it be landscaped along with the other three lots so that it can be made to look presentable until such time as development takes place.  
The low cost per lot plus the availability of workers can help us eliminate an eyesore at a gateway to our community.  



Costs:

The cost being offered here is an estimate.   A detailed breakdown is available on request.  

The estimate excludes small shrubs which might be used as a green fence between the sidewalk and the green space.  There would be a dual purpose for such green fence:  Primarily to serve as a marker to keep city mowers from disturbing the lots,  but, also as a way to “set aside” the green spaces as nature preserves.  

Four lots = $1,249.64		

Submitted by:  John Kavanaugh                                    
135 Hazelwood St., Detroit, MI 48202 				(313) 873-6793












