Memorial Day 2010



To NPR:  

I tried to use your Comment section.  Either I disagreed with it; or, it disagreed with me:  

Whichever the case, it would not accept my “Password” no matter how hard I tried to please it.  

 I am writing with regard to your Twins Marrying Twins story.  

I used to live in one of the two houses built by twins who had married twins.  I do not know if either of the sets was identical.  But, I do know about the houses the men built for their brides.  

The husbands were the Himelhoch Brothers.  Himelhoch’s was a well known women’s clothing store in Detroit.  

By the time I moved into one of the houses it was 1972 and the house was already 105 years old.  That would mean that the houses had been built in 1867 (a year after the Civil War ended) and probably with the first flush of money spent on such matters after that war.  

The houses were the reverse of each other.  The front doors and foyers and front office space was the same.  But, beyond an inner door were a parlor and dining room that complemented each other by being on the side of the house that faced each other.  Beyond those, the kitchens were the same.  Why the parlors and dining rooms were so situated I never could figure out other than for some aesthetic purpose.  

What struck me as more significant was that the gentleman who owned the home (where I rented a room) had decided to put a pipe through the outside wall in order to pass some electrical wires through it:  The house had three layers of bricks along with its limestone façade:  The result was a form of natural air-conditioning.  By keeping windows open very slightly during the summer, and keeping the drapes drawn closed, the house would cool off at night and remain cool during the heat of the day.  

Today I live in what some folk termed “Late Victorian” although it does not look anything like what most folk think of as Victorian.  Some call it Edwardian.  I think that entirely more appropriate.      It lacks the size and high ceilings of the Victorian era when fuel and servants were extremely cheap.  

What I’ve noticed about my house is that the windows on the second floor are spaced in the corners of the back bedrooms for cross ventilation.  I’ve never opened the windows on the first floor.  But, between the front and back doors and the windows upstairs I am able to maintain a comfort level most days of the summer.  

I have installed Central Air for the few really bad days of summer.  

In the years before air conditioning was invented people had to use construction techniques to achieve similar ends.  

In closing, I would point out that the twin sister wives of the Himelhoch brothers had a tunnel between their homes so that they did not have to go out into the cruel heat to visit.  

By the time I lived there, the tunnel had been closed off.  

That is OK!  I didn’t know anyone next door anyway!  
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