NEW CENTER NORTH NEWS

JUNE 2009:  SHOULD WE CLOSE UP SHOP?

New Center North Neighbors was founded during the mid 1980’s under the direction of Rev. Sue Erickson of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church at Third Avenue and West Philadelphia.  At the time it was suggested that the group concentrate on West Philadelphia Street.  The only vestige of NCNN on West Philadelphia is the NCNN Park which has been adopted by Mrs. Lane next to it.  
Over the years our group spent a good deal of time cleaning vacant lots of debris and mowing them.  We also did some plantings of trees and shrubs.  The city contractor mowed down fifty of the shrubs we planted.  

Our effort at organizing our twenty-seven blocks (W. Euclid to Atkinson and Woodward Avenue to the Lodge) has been somewhat chaotic.  Over the years the Block Clubs that were founded in the fifties and sixties tended to die along with their members.  And, the idea of a larger organization has not taken root in our area.  

I sense that we also had a problem in the sense that each of our leaders seemed to have a different idea as to what NCNN needed to do.  

I feel that we each were sincere in our efforts.  Perhaps with some younger blood we might have accomplished more.  

