                ART & BRT:  AFFORDABLE RAPID TRANSIT:   

This workshop is not about Light Rail:  LR was a great idea back when that was all there was.  Today it costs ten times the cost of Bus Rapid Transit.  People love light rail!  But, light rail costs a lot!  

You can feed a lot of kids with the $35 to $75 Million a mile for LR!  

                              A SHORT STORY IN ONE ACT:

A group from Michigan Welfare Rights Organization (MWRO) went to Boston to check out their light rail and bus rapid transit lines.  Maureen asked folk on the various RT modes, “How do you like Boston’s RT system?”  Everybody said it was great.  

The group went to meet with Boston’s Welfare Rights group:  We got off the end of a commuter line and asked a bus driver how do we get to the neighborhood where the meeting was to take place.  He said, “I don’t know.”  He and another bus driver went into their little shack/office & said, “You have to take two buses to get there.”  

Maureen saw a Jitney Van and flagged it down.  It took us in two trips.  When we got to the meeting, Maureen asked her question:  The folk from Boston Welfare Rights said, “It doesn’t serve us!”  

As I put it:  The subway ends in Brooklyn!  

Rapid Transit too often skips poor neighborhoods!  

ARTERIAL RAPID TRANSIT:

CAN SERVE THE POOR!  BY DELIVERING THEM TO BUS RAPID TRANSIT LINES TO JOBS IN THE SUBURBS!
AND, CAN BRING MONEY FROM THOSE JOBS TO DEVELOP THE INNER-CITIES!  

Think of the inner-cities as an entire new country just waiting to be developed!:  WE ARE OUR FUTURE!  




                                                           
