July 27, 2008

To Members of the Harris Family in the Alliance, Ohio vicinity:  

My name is John Kavanaugh.  My mother was Marian Hilles Kavanaugh.  She was born in Alliance in 1901.  

The reason I am sending this letter to you is that my mother’s great grandmother was Mary Ann Harris Hilles who was the daughter of Jacob Harris and Mary Wright Harris.  
Mary Ann Harris was married to my second great grandfather, Enos Hilles.  Enos was the son of Robert and Jane Lee Hilles.  

My primary interest is in the two patriarchs of the Hilles and Harris families:  Robert and Jacob!  
The Hilles and Harris families formed the largest part of the Fairmount Friends Meeting that met on a small hill next to what was New Franklin Road at that time and is now South Union Street.  Later, the Meeting changed its name to Fairmount Progressive Friends Meeting.  My grandfather, who was raised in Alliance and went to Mount Union College, wrote somewhere or other that the folk in Alliance referred to the Meeting House in Fairmount as “Hell on the Hill.”  

Robert Hilles was a member of the Board of Directors of the Western (i.e. Ohio) Abolitionist Society that was centered in Salem, Ohio.  Jacob Harris ran an Underground Railroad Station.  Those two aspects are the gut of my interest.  

I am planning to visit the Alliance-Salem area in mid to late October.  If possible I would like to meet some member or members of the Harris side of our family while I am there.  

I have been to Alliance once before and, at that time, I met with one of my Hilles cousins.  We estimate that we would be fifth cousins.  

If you wonder how I got your address:  I went on the Internet to AT&T’s “Smart Pages” and put in the family name of Harris in Alliance, Ohio.  I received twenty-four names and addresses.  

I am enclosing a hand-drawn map done by one of Enos and Mary Ann’s sons (Howard Hilles) that shows where the family farms were.  The key to the map is on the reverse side.  

I am sixty-nine years old and retired.

If you would care to meet with me in October you may respond by any of the following:  

My mailing address is:  

135 Hazelwood Street

Detroit, Michigan 48202

My phone number is:  

(313) 873-6793  However, I am old, hard of hearing and slow.  The answering machine takes seven rings before it picks up.  And, people need to speak slowly and clearly.  

My e-mail address is:  

Johnkavanaugh1@yahoo.com
Your best bet might be either snail mail or e-mail. 

Thank you, 

John Kavanaugh        

