July 14, 2009
Bastille Day  

Mr. Marc Ash
Executive Director
truthout



Mr. Ash:  
  
 Someone—I suspect my Internet Service Provider—has been playing games with me on a very regular basis:  Frankly, my first thought was that it might be your organization because most of the articles that were tampered with were articles that I had gotten from truthout.  

I finally came to realize that there were enough different sources of articles with the same problem that my Internet service provider may make more sense  

For that reason I will be sending a copy of this letter to that Service Provider by snail mail when I both e-mail and snail-mail it to you.  [Note:  I have tried to get your corporate postal address from your website and have not been able to get it.]     

For years I would find an article that I wished to copy for whatever reason—to forward to a list of fellow activists or even just to save for my own use—and it was a simple matter to click on the print mechanism and wait a few moments and the article would be printed.  

These days when I click on the print button I usually get just a single page.
 
I have been sending you a series of donations for two or three years now, that add up to $100 a year.:  When I click on "Print" for a copy of an article that I want to either save or forward to an E-mail list I expect to get a full copy.  
 
Each article already has a "blurb" that hints at what one expects to see in the full article.  When one clicks on "Print" one does not expect to get a single page of the article.  
 
What the hell is that single page:  A bit larger blurb?
 
truthout seems to be an actually decent "newspaper."  Such "game playing" is unworthy of any serious journal!  
 
What do I do with truthout articles?:  
 
In some cases, I save them to read and file away later.  
 
In many cases, I forward them to one (or all) of my several e-lists.  
 
For example:  Before the 2000 election I noticed that Florida's use of its Felon's List was an attempt to reduce the black male vote by about a quarter in Florida.  So, I started an email list of just over fifty people (primarily activists) that I send articles to on an average of two to five a week on voter issues.  During actual election periods I may send four or five articles in a single day.
 
IN MANY CASES, I GIVE SOME SORT OF COMMENTARY ABOUT THE ARTICLE IN QUESTION.  
 
During last years Primary Campaign I did a guesstimate of the articles that I had sent out over those nine years:  It would come to approximately 1,800 items by now.  That comes to about 200 articles per year during those nine years.  
 
Not all of the items come from truthout.  However, "most do!"  
 
Mr. Ash:  That may not seem fair to you!  After all, you may expect to receive money for every single article e-mailed multiplied by the number of people who receive it.  
 
I am a retired hourly worker!  I retired on February 1, 1993.  I would not be able to afford to do the work that I choose to do under such circumstance.  
 
In my opinion, such distribution of your work to a wider audience may well result in some of my readers subscribing to truthout.  Indeed, some have told me that they do.  Further, on occasion, I suggest that my own subscribers contribute to truthout because (as I explain it) truthout is a valuable resource.  Indeed, I point out that it is expensive to maintain truthout.  

I would also point out that my work is consistent with what your Managing Editor, Victoria Harper, described as “Your Mission!”:  
Ms. Harper phrased it as “…one of education aimed at perpetuating and strengthening our American democracy….This central theme is the driving force behind everything we do.”   
 
In the case of my own work:  I neither charge nor accept money from my “subscribers.”  

[NOTE:  A few nights ago I had extended this letter by a page or two.  There came a point when “a technical problem” resulted in the loss of all of the additional material.  

Note again:  At the end of the last sentence my Internet Service Provider closed down again.  Fortunately, the save mechanism managed to salvage the present work.  

I do not know whether or not my Internet Service Provider has access to Microsoft Word.  That is the part of the computer I am working in at this point.  

If it is closed down now it would indicate to me the possibility that both Microsoft and Yahoo are in what used to be called “cahoots.”  

As I recall, it was at the point where I was beginning to shift from blaming truthout:  My original first sentence had been “Mr. Ash what is wrong with you?”!  And, talking about my ISP!    

TRUTHOUT:  THE BEST NEWS OUTLET IN THE COUNTRY!:  

I’ve read your “ABOUT US”!  I agree with every word of it!  

Fine!  Does that mean you are going to get more money from me than a hundred bucks a year?  

Hell no!  There are other causes that I contribute to in various ways:  

I sent five Roman Catholic bishops to Venezuela a few years back.  I knew that folk would not listen to me no matter how much sense I figured I made.  Bishop Thomas Gumbleton (Retired Auxiliary Bishop of Detroit) has a great deal of credibility.  He hasn’t had to speak out on the issue yet.  But, he has done his homework in case we are stupid enough to attack Venezuela.   

I took Maureen Taylor (of Michigan Welfare Rights Organization) and five of her staff to Boston, Massachusetts to look at their Light Rail and Bus Rapid Transit lines.  That will be the argument here in Detroit, and I wanted MWRO ready to fight for what is best for the region.  

I even “wasted” (I suppose, in some folk’s opinion) three hundred bucks on toys for tots to be placed on the playground we built so that mothers who brought their older kids to the playground would be able to relax a bit by putting the toddlers in their mini-playground.  

Unfortunately, some big lug kid-drug dealers tried to play with the tots stuff and broke it all.  

Some of the stuff I do doesn’t cost money:   

I’m working on a newly developed rapid transit concept that is very inexpensive but at the same time would have the potential to open inner-cities to job access by carrying inner-city residents to rapid transit lines that lead out to jobs.  And, would thus open those inner-cities to development.  

Try! If you are able, to imagine inner-cites that are vibrant rather than problems.  Inner-cities are an entire new continent ready to be developed!  That, Sir, is “audacious thinking!”  

Perhaps of more interest to you would have been a twenty or so year series of what might be termed “Open Letters” to the Episcopal Church on the Gay issue:  

The papers were called, “The Bead Reader” (I derived the concept of “reading beads” both from my earlier life in a Roman Catholic religious community—i.e. Saying the Rosary—and the Gay term for telling someone off.  As I phrased it at the bottom of the cover page, “Kind of a cuss with a prayer!”  

The Bead Reader was aimed at educating Episcopalians with regard to the issue of homosexuality.  In particular, it was aimed at the Episcopal bishops whom I view as sort of a “Spiritual Board of Directors” of our country.  

Personally, I take the strength of the stand that the Episcopal bishops—and, “Church?”—have taken on the homosexual question as a complement to me.  Of course, others did their—relatively minor(?)—parts.  I like to believe that I provided “the backbone!”  

Considering that we started with ten to two against us and are now ten to two in our favor I would contend that I did a fairly good job of “educating.”  

The cost?:  I would guesstimate at least $20,000 (printing and travel costs) over the twenty year period.  Fortunately, assembly line work at GM paid rather well.  I could afford it!      

My suggestion to “truthout”:  You are squeezing the same tits until the whole cow is sore!  

YOUR STRATEGY IS RIGHT!  YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO DEPEND ON YOUR SUBSCRIBERS!  

BUT! IN MY OPINION, THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A LAG BETWEEN WHAT YOU ARE TRYING TO DO AND WHAT YOU ARE ABLE TO DO DUE TO FISCAL CONSTRAINTS!  

MY SUGGESTION:  

QUIT BEING SO FISCALLY PURITANICAL WHEN IT COMES TO WHERE YOUR FUNDING COMES FROM!    

People like me are not going to give you every last one of our dimes.  WE EACH HAVE OUR OWN PET CAUSES!  

WE AIN’T THAT RICH!  AND, THE FOLK THAT ARE AIN’T GOING TO GIVE YOU MONEY ANYWAY!  

EXCEPT, THAT IS, SOMEONE LIKE GEORGE SOROS!:  I WOULD SUGGEST THAT “TRUTHOUT” ASK MR. SOROS (AND/OR SOME OTHER RICH LIBERALS) FOR ENOUGH MONEY IN ONE LUMP SUM TO BE ABLE TO FINANCE SPECIFIC IMPROVEMENTS AND/OR OTHER CHANGES THAT YOUR STAFF FEELS YOU NEED TO MAKE.  AS REVENUES INCREASE DUE TO INCREASED GIVING ON THE PART OF SUBSCRIBERS I WOULD SUGGEST THAT YOU “PAY BACK” THE FUND SO THAT THE MONEY WILL BE AVAILABLE WHEN SOME NEW CHALLENGE ARRIVES.  

OF COURSE, I CANNOT SPEAK FOR YOUR STAFF.  HOWEVER, IN THE CASE OF SOME RICH FOLK:  I WOULD RESORT TO RIDICULE OR BLACKMAIL IF REQUESTS DIDN’T WORK.  

MR. SOROS DESERVES PRAISE!  HE HAS GIVEN TO CAUSES THAT MAKE SENSE.  AND, HE HAS DONE SO WITH VIGOR.  

IT IS “THE TIMID LEFT” THAT I WOULD CAJOLE AND/OR CRUCIFY OUT OF THEIR COCKTAIL PARTY COMPLACENCY!  

John Kavanaugh    
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