/January 17, 2008

Congressman John Conyers, Jr.
669 Federal Building
231 West Lafayette Boulevard
Detroit, Michigan 48226

Attention: Scheduler

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is John Kavanaugh.  I live at 135 Hazelwood Street, Detroit.  

I am writing to make a request that one of the staff members of Mr. Conyers’ office do a presentation with regard to “The Attack on the Black Vote”.  

I am a parishioner at Saint Matthew’s and Saint Joseph’s Episcopal Church (8850 Woodward Avenue—corner of Holbrook—in Detroit) and our parish has a discussion group that meets after service on the fifth Sunday of each month.  The group is presently dealing with the issue of “The Attack on the Black Vote.”  

To give you an idea as to how we have handled the issue up to this point:  

We spent one fifth Sunday studying the Felon’s Laws as they have been used to reduce the number of African American men who are allowed to vote.  We included the misuse of that provision during the 2000 election in Florida as well as a presentation to the Maine legislature given by the League of Women’s Voters in Maine pointing out that the Maine provision permitting felons to vote even while in prison has proved helpful in rehabilitating prisoners.  There was an article of statistics contrasting the percentages per hundred thousand of black, Hispanic, and white felons in each state and nationally.

The last discussion covered other methods of voter suppression as applied to African Americans:  Intimidation of senior citizen black voters in Miami by use of state police.  Importation into Ohio of fifteen hundred “Challengers” from Texas.  Reduction of numbers of voting machines in inner-city precincts in Cleveland.  Destruction of Provisional Ballots.  The use of Caging Lists to eliminate valid voters.  

The presentation included “handouts” of an article written by Robert Kennedy, Jr. that studied the issue and was printed in Rolling Stone magazine.  And, it included a brief position paper presented by Jesse Jackson, Jr. as to what can be done about the problem.  

I have told the people in the discussion group that Congressman Conyers is the person who has been fighting the issue most vigorously along with Congresswoman Stephanie Tubbs-Jones of Cleveland, and the Reverends Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton.  

The reason we are requesting a presentation from your office is that we feel Congressman Conyers has been providing the leadership needed to solve the problem.  And, we felt that your staff would probably be in the best position to give our parishioners an idea as to what a parish could do to contribute to the solution.  

The next fifth Sunday is March 30, 2008.  The time for the start of the discussion group is between 11:30 am and Noon.  It usually lasts about an hour.

The parish has an “Outreach Breakfast” for poor people in the neighborhood at 8:30 am.  We usually have about eighty “guests.”  Mass is at 10:00 am and lasts about an hour and a half.  

Your staff person is welcome to attend both of those functions.  

Respectfully submitted, 

John Kavanaugh

Facilitator of the Discussion Group on the issue of the Attack on the Black Vote.  

Address of the parish:  

8850 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48202

Note:  Entrance to the parking lot is on King Street off of Woodward.

Parish phone number:  (313) 871-4750

Mr. Kavanaugh’s home phone number:  (313) 873-6793

Note:  My home phone takes seven rings before the answering machine picks up because I am old and slow.  Please speak slowly and clearly because I am hard of hearing.  John Kavanaugh          
