January 6, 2008
Feast of the Manifestation

Dear Suzanne and Ed:  

I am writing to thank you for your annual letters and (especially) for the book by Bishop Untener.  

I am afraid that I have fallen down on my own Christmas letters again.  Believe it or not, I do keep busy enough that I simply run out of time to do that letter every year.  

A few things that I have been up to that I think you might find interesting:  

While working I had saved some money and Bill Clinton helped it to grow during the 90’s.  So, I used some to send Bishop Gumbleton to Venezuela.  I made sure there was enough to do it right and he was able to squeeze in four other bishops for the trip.  I did so because I knew no one would listen to me and I wanted someone ready if and when our government went after Venezuela and Chavez.  

I also took Maureen Taylor (Michigan Welfare Rights Organization) and five of her staff to Boston to check out their light rail and bus rapid transit lines.  When cities put in rapid transit they seem to have a habit of skipping the poorest neighborhoods and I wanted someone who works in the poverty area to be ready to advocate for covering the inner-city in Detroit.  

The last bit of “mini-philanthropy” I did was to buy some kiddy equipment for our playground.  That way a mother doesn’t have to hold the youngest kid while watching the older ones on the swings and slide.  

Last summer I sent a short letter to the Episcopal bishops which I am revising slightly to send to the Roman Catholic bishops.  I received a reply from Bishop John Spong (retired from Diocese of Newark) addressed to “The Rev. John Kavanaugh.”  I also received one from Bishop Coleman McGehee (retired from Diocese of Michigan) addressed to “The Almost Rev. John Kavanaugh.”  McGehee knows me better!  I took those notes as a high compliment for my work.  

The main reason I am writing is to tell you a little story about your cousin:  

I heard Bishop Untener preach once.  It was at an annual “Mass for People Who Care about People with AIDS:”  

The Bishop told a story about his youth that may help you to understand his attitude towards sexual issues.  He said that when he was young he had to go each Saturday for fittings for his prosthesis.  And, he said that there would be a room full of youngsters all sitting—in the nude—waiting for their fittings.  He said, “You get over things that way.”  
Bishop Untener was a beautiful person!  His problem with his legs helped to increase his charity.  But, especially his justice!  

John 
