NEW CENTER NORTH NEIGHBORS
A PROPOSAL FOR GREEN SPACES

BACKGROUND OF PROPOSAL:  

New Center North Neighbors (NCNN) is a community organization comprising twenty-seven blocks between Boston Edison Historic District and New Center Commons.  In contrast to the elite districts north and south of it, NCNN contains a mix of single family homes, duplex homes, strips of town houses, quite a few two family “flats”, and some large apartment buildings.  

Our boundaries are Atkinson Avenue on the north and West Euclid on the south.  We are sandwiched between Woodward Avenue on the east, and the Lodge Freeway on the west.  

The city of Detroit has lost approximately half of its population since World War II.  With loss of population due primarily to reluctance of children and grandchildren to move back into the city on the death of their parents and grandparents we find our neighborhood with a growing number of abandoned houses and vacant lots.  As Detroit’s population ages the need increases to beautify and rebuild the inner-city in order to make the city more livable and marketable.    
  
The concept behind our proposal is to cherry-pick some of the vacant lots for purposes determined by our community before developers fill in all of the vacant lots with houses:  We are interested, primarily, in using some of the lots for green spaces.  Eventually, we may also try to set aside a couple of lots for paved, landscaped, off-street parking for streets with several apartment buildings.  

THE PROPOSAL:  

There are three parcels of vacant lots that we feel would be good choices for green spaces.  They are adjacent to the Service Drive along the Lodge Freeway.  We are quite certain that at those lots would not be rebuilt with houses because of the noise and traffic associated with being so close to the expressway.    

Size of lots:  125’ X 40’ = 5,000 sq. ft. per lot for two of the lots.  The third lot is actually comprised of three lots all of which are vacant.  
That parcel of three lots is 125’ X 120’ = 15,000 sq. ft.  
The total for the three parcels would be 25,000 sq. ft.
 
The method:  

The first phase of the project was done on June 30, 2007 when a neighborhood organization had a sizeable group of people available to do the first part of the work.  

That first phase entailed using a chain saw and other tools to cut down weed trees on the three parcels.  There were thirty-six members of a church—along with some people from our neighborhood--who helped clear those lots of weed trees and brush on that day.    

A week later a half a dozen men from our neighborhood worked together to complete cutting down the weed trees and piling the debris for the city to remove.  

In the next few weeks men from our neighborhood will be renting a stump grinder to get rid of the stumps of the weed trees.  

THE SAM’S CLUB/Wal-Mart PHASE OF THE PROJECT:  

The only aspect of the overall project that Sam’s Club and Wal-Mart are being asked to help with is the purchase and planting of trees, bushes and ornamental grasses that are native to Michigan.  

To that goal a date in late September to mid October would be chosen for volunteers from your company to join people from our neighborhood in planting approximately fifteen trees and fifteen bushes along with perhaps nine ornamental grasses divided between the three parcels of lots.  

If there is time and energy left that day it may be used to create a few “mounds” as a way to separate the “green spaces” from the sidewalks and streets.  Such mounds are easy to construct by using a layer of burlap (i.e. coffee bags) to cover the ground where the “mound” is to be located, adding a layer of 8 & ½ to 12 inches of wood chips, and topping with a second layer of 8 & ½ to 12 inches of dirt.  It is even possible to plant trees on top of such “mounds.”     	


This phase will need a significant number of volunteers in order to accomplish all of the work in a single day.            

PLANT MATERIALS:  

Native (i.e. Michigan) plantings of trees, bushes, and ornamental grasses, will be used in order to minimize difficulties in establishing and maintaining the lots.  

The source of native plants for the project is “Wildtype” native plant nursery in Mason, Michigan.  Their phone number is (517) 244-1140.  And, their web site is www.wildtypeplants.com 

Trees:  five per parcel @ $14 per tree = $70 per parcel @ 3 parcels = $ 210.  
Bushes:  five per parcel @ $ 14 per bush = $ 70 per parcel @ 3 parcels = $210.  
Ornamental grasses:  three per parcel @ $ 4.50 ea. = $13.50 per parcel @ 3 parcels  = $ 40.50.     

The trees and bushes will require regular watering during the first year in order to guarantee the establishment of the plants.  After the first year, the green spaces should need little more than minimal work.  Watering will be the responsibility of New Center North Neighbors in cooperation with people on the blocks where the green spaces are situated.  However, we hope to be able to offer a stipend of $100 per parcel ($ 300 total) to the owners of properties next to the three parcels for use of their water at a rate of $ 5 per week for twenty weeks.  

That aspect would conclude Sam’s Club/Wal-Mart’s participation.          	

TIEING UP LOOSE ENDS:  

LAWN:

New Center North Neighbors will need to use Weed and Feed for a year or two in order to clear the lots of most of the weeds that are endemic to vacant lots.  At the end of that time I am proposing that we supplement the grass that is already on the lots with Dutch Clover.  	

Dutch Clover has several advantages:  It handles drought well, replenishes nitrogen in the soil, and doesn’t grow more than 8 inches high so that it would require little mowing.  

OWNERSHIP OF THE LOTS:   

The parcels of land that we are discussing belong to the city and would remain in the possession of the city.  We need permission from the city to use the lots.  A church affiliated group is working on that issue.  A representative of the Mayor’s office has offered to submit a request for “Adopt-a-Lot” status if the church initiative fails.  There is no doubt, however, that the city will be glad to have those particular lots taken care of due to their location.   

COST:

The cost being offered here is an estimate based on the items discussed above.  
Three parcels of lots = $ 760.50 total for the three.  

The estimate does not include the cost of food for the volunteers on the day of the project.  It also does not include the cost of dirt for the “mounds”.  
	
Submitted by:  John Kavanaugh                                    
135 Hazelwood St., Detroit, MI 48202 				(313) 873-6793
johnkavanaugh1@yahoo.com  
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