AFFORDABLE RAPID TRANSIT:  
BRT & ART:  
  
Everyone thinks "Light Rail" when they think rapid transit.  LR costs 35 to 75 million dollars a mile.  It was a great invention when that was all there was.  
  
Today, in my opinion, Bus Rapid Transit has made LR obsolete, at least for most purposes.  
  
BRT costs 13 to 15 million dollars a mile. 
  
BRT has dedicated lanes with barriers that cars cannot enter.  It has traffic light override so that the traffic lights ahead of it change in order to allow it to keep moving.  And, it has "stations" that permit riders to pay before the BRT gets to the station.  There is the potential for lighting and heat in the "stations."  The buses are clean and almost as fast as LR.  I have been told that the difference between LR and BRT for Detroit's Woodward line would be about six minutes between downtown and Pontiac to the north.

COST COMPARISON:  

A BRT grid was planned for metropolitan Detroit that would have covered the entire metro area for about 2 Billion Dollars.  To do the same grid with LR would cost 20 Billion Dollars:  For 6 minutes?  

 
  

