September 3, 2009

Senator Hansen Clarke

1st District

P.O. Box 30036  

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Hello Hansen:  

Michael Franklin is my housemate!  We have shared our house for about fifteen years now.  He is an industrious African American gentleman and works as a guard at Ryan Road Prison here in Detroit.  

Mr. Franklin has purchased and renovated a house at 300 Chandler Street in Detroit which he plans to open as an Assisted Living facility (A small group home under the AFC regulations) for senior citizens.  Mike’s problem is that he has invested heavily in the house.  It is ready to occupy.  Indeed, the City Inspector who gave final approval told Mike that it is the best he has seen for commercial use.  

Mr. Franklin recently had to have surgery—Two vertebrae removed from his neck.—and, has thus had his income reduced due to being on Disability—at the same time that his bills have fallen somewhat in arrears because of his inability to tend to them for about a month.  Some of his creditors have agreed to adjust his payment schedule to help alleviate the problem.  Of course, some have denied his request to adjust his payments.  

Mike’s primary problem is that he has submitted a request for an AFC license for the house but has been told that it takes at least six months to a year for a license request to be approved.  Mr. Franklin faces the prospect of being forced into bankruptcy because of the wait period.  

I do not know if there is any way you can help Mr. Franklin with regard to the Licensing process.  But, I felt that it could not hurt to ask.  
Whether or not you are able to help Mike, I want to thank you for the many ways you have helped our neighborhood.  And, I especially want to thank you for your voting record.  There are very few representatives who are conscientious enough to actually figure out how they should vote instead of listening to the wind on their finger.  

With warm regards,   

John Kavanaugh  

135 Hazelwood Street                                                        (313) 873-6793

Detroit, MI 48202

PS:  I have seen Jeff Montgomery recently.  He had been having some difficulty but is coming along magnificently.  Indeed, he may have the opportunity to work on a major political campaign in the next couple of months.  
Also, I’ll be helping with a mailing at Triangle with Henry Messer next Wednesday (the 9th).  I was told last evening at Move On’s Grand Circus Park protest (Re. health care) that you are having a Town Hall meeting the same day at Wayne State.  I am hoping to be able to attend that.  It depends on the timing.  In any case, I have suggested to Mr. Franklin that he attend.    

In closing:  I’m working with Michigan Welfare Rights Organization’s Transportation Committee on a proposal which we have managed to have hand delivered to the White House for a very inexpensive rapid transit mode (Arterial Rapid Transit put together by John Hertel and John Swatosh at DRMT).  MWRO is submitting the concept to all of the Welfare Rights chapters in the country with a request for three streets in those chapter’s cities that could benefit from such mode of transportation.  The results from the chapters will be compiled and also submitted to the White House as a possible stimulus concept.  

The ART concept was developed to be able to cover inner-city streets that are relatively inaccessible to Light Rail and Bus Rapid Transit lines that go out to the suburbs where many of the jobs are these days.   ART uses ordinary buses (There is a new flat bed bus being developed that would be able to accommodate wheel chairs and scooters.) with traffic light override and stops every half mile to a mile depending on density of population.    

If you would like I’ll be happy to explain further.    

jk   

