WITHER GOEST THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PART TWO: AFTER GENERAL CONVENTION

June 26, 2006

THE RULES OF GAMES:

	I went to Columbus with my (by my standards) modest two bits for your consideration as you voted on me and mine.
	As it happened, Columbus Convention Center has two major hotels feeding directly into it.  You, “good Bishops(?)” did not have to go out into the street to brave we bothers.  So, I went inside and registered for the Convention.  Then, I proceeded to look for a way to station myself near your lair.  The lady with the volunteer paraphernalia said, “Can’t go up till the bishops do.”  So, I puttzed about for an hour or so awaiting your procession from Mass to meeting.  Only to be informed, as the first purple blotches were sighted in the Episcopalian sea that “Can’t pass them out in here….fire regulations.  You can put a few on the literature table.”
	After a long career of pestering you “good folk(?)” I was finally foiled! 
	At Minneapolis in ’76 you wanted me arrested.  As the cop put it, “Why you said the Bishop of Michigan was a homosexual.”  Me, “I did not!  I said I thought he wanted to be, not that he was.”  [Poor Joe Emrich even skipped a reception line to avoid me.  That was my idea of power.  Joe loved reception lines.]  So I went outside and began passing my papers out again.  A half hour later:  The cop:  “They want you to stop entirely.”  Me: “But they’re in there and I’m out here.”  The cop:  “Yes! But some of your language is against city ordinance….(pause)…Do you want to be arrested.”  Me: “Not particularly!”  The cop: “So you’ll stop?”  Me: “I guess you’d better call the paddy wagon.”  The forbearing officer discussed it for five minutes with his buddy officer.  Then, the cop:  “Why don’t you pass that out in front of Wonder Bread?”  Me:  “I have absolutely nothing against Wonder Bread!”  The cop:  “I know!  But, it is across the street and around the corner, and they all have to go that way and I can’t see you there.”
	My two favorite couples were:  An elderly priest and a younger priest.  The younger one took their copy.  I turned around and watched as, after ten or so steps, the older priest grabbed it out of the neophyte’s hand  and read it avidly.  And, a bishop marching stolidly, chest and belly cutting the air, forward as his wife smiled and deftly got his copy for him.  Gay or Straight:  Macho is a façade!  
	From then on, each General Convention I would ask the person managing the Convention where I would be permitted to do my damage; usually, across the street at a corner where most of you converged on your way to your work.  I would gage my success at timing if I beat Quinton Primo.  He was always the first bishop to arrive.  I was proud of my former Rector’s diligence.  
	At Indianapolis, I received my payment:  A number of you thanked me!
	Columbus in ’06:  Finally befuddled!  I told another former Rector, “I’ll mail it to them!”         
THE RULES OF GAMES:  PART TWO:  SECULAR VS. SACRED:  

	I am never surprised when politicians or business men go out of their way to avoid protesters and “bearers of messages.”  
	But, bishops?
	“Gentle souls(?)”, if I might be allowed, I would opine that you would better set aside two spaces at conventions in such facilities as Columbus where we unwashed are able to approach you “gentlemen(?)” and the Deputies with our wares.  Elsewise, you come across as no more than seculars. 
	You have turned the convention complex into a mental chastity belt!  

COLUMBUS POSTMORTEM:

	Everything was fine until your retake at the end of the Convention.  The “nonbinding” resolution will probably not fool the “Traditionalists.”  I am not complaining about it so much as questioning it.  
	As some astute soul put it:  What is going to happen when the Episcopal Church reaches the end of the debate?  No body wants to leave because of property considerations (alongside of pensions) so that it is actually possible that the Anglican Communion will muddle its way through “the big one.”  
	But, if they don’t muddle?:  Some African bishops have contended that the Episcopal Church “has withdrawn from the Anglican Communion.”  That is silly!  All the Episcopal Church has to do is to sit tight on the issue.  The “Evangelicals” can try to have the Episcopal Church evicted from the Communion.  I doubt if that would work simply because too many bishops world-wide realize that the Episcopal Church is actually right on the issue.  The issue is “Welcoming People!” 
	The far Right within the church could withdraw on its own part.  But, the consequence would, beyond possible loss of property and pensions, be a church that would appear to be little more than a pretentious version of storefronts.  And, the Third World churches could possibly end losing donations from “Companion Diocese”, etc. to which they have become accustomed.  

WHAT IS “THE BODY OF CHRIST”?

	Just for the heck of it, imagine an Anglican Communion split in two:
	It would amount to the same thing that happened to the broader Christian Church at the times of the split between West and East, at the time of the Reformation, and at the time of the Methodist evolution.  All of the denominations are parts of Christ’s Body!
	And we lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgender folk will begin to be born into and insinuate ourselves into the “Traditional Movement” again.
	The Episcopal Church will continue to grow in the Johannine Church!  And, out and aware GLBT’s will add to that fun.

GOD IS THE GOD OF ALL OF THE BRANCHES OF CHRISTIANITY!
 


