WHAT IS AFFIRMATIONS JOB?

With all of the fuss over whether or not Affirmations has a problem with racism I feel that another part of the picture is being missed.  To me, the question is also:  Is Affirmations doing its job at all?:  

The brief history of Affirmations given in Between the Lines by Leslie Thompson is a fairly accurate picture of where Affirmations came from; of the mentality out of which Affirmations evolved.  It is not a picture of a New York community center; of one in San Francisco; or, of the center in West Hollywood.  Detroit is a factory town and most of the factories are closed.  But, Detroit is especially a factory town mentality.  

Affirmations roots were in Ferndale and I suppose the Affirmations workers resent being held to a more sophisticated standard.  

In response to Ms. Thompson’s history I would offer a bit more of my own:  I moved into the neighborhood I live in on the day the Riot started; July 23, 1967.  I have lived within a block of where I live now for all of the years since except for five years when I lived deeper in the ghetto.  

I live on Hazelwood near Second Avenue.  When I moved here this was a Gay neighborhood.  There were seven apartment buildings on my block which were each about seventy percent Gay and Lesbian.  It had been a Jewish neighborhood.  The management companies that owned the buildings were trying to squeeze a few more years of whites out of them before quitting maintaining them once blacks moved in.  

I remember one night when cars glided slowly down the street while sweet young things sat on the apartment building stoops; and, others bent over to see who was behind the wheel.  Most Gays and Lesbians moved north to Palmer Park.  And, a few years later, they moved on to Ferndale and Royal Oak.  

There was an old man, Mr. Kelly, who used to walk his dog around the neighborhood.  We would kibitz about the old days.  He was a friend of ChiChi Franklin.  So was I!  Kelly is dead now.  I am the dregs of the old Gay neighborhood.  

Down the street and across Woodward is what was Saint Joseph’s Episcopal Church where the Gay Liberation Front of Detroit was born.  Jim Toy was its organist.  On the last Sunday of Rector Bob Morrisson Gay Lib was invited up for the service.  Jim introduced us and we stood up.  The parish applauded.  I figured I could deal with a church that could applaud Lesbians and Gays.  I joined that day!  I have been there ever since except for three years while I was arguing with the parish about its treatment of poor people; and, insisting that the parish “had to talk.”  I don’t see much sense in sitting with a bunch of folk just waiting to die.  In 1971 St. Joe’s merged with Saint Matthew’s which was the oldest black Episcopal Church west of the Alleganies.  Matty-Joe’s is still, also, the home parish of Mr. Toy.  

Community Health Awareness Group (C-Hag) had Support Groups and Health Classes here for a number of years.  And, then Men Of Color Motivational Group used to fill our dining room every Tuesday night with standing room only by the time the group let out at 9:00 p.m. 

I guess that all of that was to say that I know somewhat of what I speak. 

But! I am not writing to deal only with the issue of racism in Affirmations!  Indeed, I noticed that Ms. Thompson and the two officers of her Board seemed to ignore most of what I had written about earlier.  So, I will be more specific:  

First, I was Coordinator of the Gay Liberation Front of Detroit from late 1970 into 1971.  As such, I feel I have a right to some say as to what you “good folk(?)” have done with the movement we started.  I have not felt a need to lecture about Triangle.  Indeed, Henry and Jeff impress me as fair people.  I feel comfortable enough to be willing the bulk of my estate to Triangle.  Although, I do worry as to who will take over after they are gone.  

MAPP has been reasonable on the race issue because Craig Covey has been!  

Between the Lines has seemed to do a bit better since I went to Lansing for a Pride Parade just to prod them a bit.  

BUT! RACISM IS NOT THE ONLY PROBLEM THAT AFFIRMATIONS HAS!  	

I pointed out that after retiring in 1993 I did a study of Gay and Lesbian Youth programs around the country.  Detroit did not have a housing program for G&L youths.  The question was “Why?”  

It did not take a genius to know that with Detroit being a factory town the leadership of a group such as Affirmations would have been paranoid about dealing with kids.  

Affirmations did not ask itself what are the jobs that a Community Center should do?  Rather, Affirmations asked itself what it was willing to do.  That is what I mean when I say that Affirmations did not do its job.  

The jobs exist!  Our organizations either do the jobs that exist or they do not do the jobs that exist!  

As long as Affirmations could get enough money to putz along from rich old queens it did not need to bother much with blacks.  Once Affirmations began to go after larger grants it needed blacks to qualify for those grants.  That is the real story!  
Ms. Thompson, Mr. Rosen, and Ms. Katz speak of all of the wonderful things they want to do.  That is nonsense!  The truth is that they want grant money and have to have African Americans to get it.  And, that is the only reason they want black people in Affirmations.  

They just don’t have the balls to admit it!  

Just as important in its own way is Affirmations treatment of children.  Among their list of folk to “help” Mr. Rosen and Ms. Katz include “youth who need guidance.”  I would plead with Affirmations:  Leave those poor kids to people who actually will help them.  The kind of mental abuse Gay and Lesbian kids can expect from the sort of people who run Affirmations may even be worse than that done by pathetic predators.  And, I doubt if you idiots even understand what I am saying or why I am saying it.  

When I speak to Gay and Lesbian groups I invariably say one thing:  “Do not become blue-vein Gays!”  Blue-veins were African Americans of early in the last century who would not associate with darker black people.  Affirmations reminds me of that same phenomenon:  Affirmations seems to preach the religion of “behave for Straights.”  That is the way they get the donations and grants.  

In early Gay Lib we sometimes had to put up young men and women who left home for whatever reason.  Three times over the years I was ripped off by such guests.  In one case I was asked to put up the youngster by the head of one of our organizations.  In another case it was a friend who asked that I do so.  The character that was “housed” in that case even ripped off Rosa Parks.  The third character was my own mistake.  All of them were “safe”!  They were white!  

During the second year of GLF a youth group met in my apartment:  I met with them for a total of five minutes the night of their first meeting.  Just long enough to ask them to not do anything that could land me in jail.  They had a key.  I would sit around the corner at the Brass Rail bar until their meeting was over.  

Affirmations fired four youth workers!  The reason was obvious enough!  Their approach to Gay and Lesbian youths did not fit Leslie Thompson’s idea as to how to deal with kids.  At the first (Board?) meeting after those firings a young man became so distraught at having had his only support person fired that he threw a chair at Leslie Thompson.  Ms. Thompson had the police called on the kid.  

Please, Mr. Rosen and Ms. Katz:  Do not tell me how Affirmations “helps kids who need guidance.”  You idiots would destroy kids “like unto yourselves.”  

Some folk keep harping that everybody is after Leslie Thompson.  Jan Stevenson was ED of Affirmations before Ms. Thompson.  Affirmations was the same Affirmations then as later.  I like Jan!  But, Jan was not able to do much more than Leslie for the simple reason that it is the entire Affirmations  Board that is fucked up!  Folk are confused when they try to stick everything on a single person.  It is the entire Affirmations culture that is a mess.  

Our community does not use the expression, Blue Vein.  We some times talk about “Clones.”  It would seem that the trouble with Affirmations Board is that it wishes it were Straight.  Whatever the case:  Don’t fuck up the kids heads to match your own condition.  

Silver Foxes and AA may be fine for such a “club.”  When it comes to serious business I would suggest that it be left to serious people. 

IT IS THAT TEST THAT AFFIRMATIONS DOES NOT PASS!  

John Kavanaugh                  
