DETROIT RAPID TRANSIT PROPOSALS:
EVERYONE'S TREASONOUS AGENDA 
 
Detroit may not need an elaborate set up to get folk to the airport.  But, what Detroit does need is a cost effective rapid transit system that can rebuild the city and metropolitan region to a point where an airport connection might make sense at some point in the future.  SEMCOG has already provided an excellent suggestion in the form of Speed Link.  For two billion dollars the economy of Detroit can be rebuilt.  
 
In the meantime, I would suggest that you folk are forgetting to factor in to your equations the cost of maintaining a population--even at minimal levels--of perfectly healthy individuals who could be contributing to the economy rather than draining it if they had the transportation infrastructure to get them to jobs.  You are forgetting to factor in the cost of criminal activity that such lack of ability to get to jobs costs.  You are forgetting to factor in the cost of deteriorating infrastructure that the lack of a rapid transit system results in because the city is too poor to maintain minimal services let alone fix the sewers, etc.  You are forgetting to factor in the cost of medical conditions that are exacerbated because the economy of the entire metropolitan region is allowed to deteriorate rather than to do the obvious.  
 
Speed Link has already been thought out!  It would be not just an economical alternative to all of the other suggestions being batted about between your conflicting agendas.  Indeed, in my opinion it would be a better alternative.  
The time factor--if handled properly--would be approximately commensurate with a light rail system.  But, all of the other factors are also commensurate with the more costly suggestions.  
 
My favorite response is to those who say:  "Rails are permanent!"  I agree, there is a whole system of rails that have been permanently buried under Detroit's streets in the form of the old street car lines!  
 
Whether it is not having enough demand for an airport hookup or not enough economy left to make sense out of light rail on Woodward:  
 
You all seem to me to have been putting the cart before the proverbial horse!  Speed Link is the sort of work horse that can build an economy such as Detroit has to the point where your own ideas might make sense.  Until then, I would suggest that you look around the city at all of the grandiose projects that have been only half completed because the idiots that started them did not have the money to finish them.  
 
Speed Link would cost about two billion dollars.  A Light Rail grid that covered the same streets as the Speed Link proposal would cost twenty billion plus the factors that I listed above.  And, I would not be surprised if there were other factors that I simply didn't think of.  
 
That would amount to a two billion dollar investment to get a vibrant economy in a few years time versus twenty billion plus dollars to drag out the downturn until there may not even be enough left to save.  
 
I am quite aware--Indeed, I believe we all are.--that the real reason for all of the agendas opposed to the implementation of the Speed Link proposal is racism.  In effect, all of you good folk seem to let Detroit's economy (and, your own with it) to continue to spiral downwards simply to reduce the chance that some African American might get to your neighborhood to find a job.  
 
The automobile companies are no longer stupid enough to oppose rapid transit.  Indeed, they realize that when Alfred Sloan tore out the street car systems of America he almost single handedly destroyed America's economy.  Instead it is the equally stupid decision of millions of white Americans who 
ran from black people and to build a moat of lack of rapid transit in order to try to contain those black people in Detroit.  
 
Alfred Sloan's economic treason is matched by your own economic treason today.         
 
John Kavanaugh 

