October 16, 2007

Hi Catherine:  

Missed you Saturday night!  We had a good time.  But, it would have been better if you could have been with us.  Unless I am mistaken you had said you hoped to make the 50th.  I wish you had been able to.  

Joan Sanak is suggesting that we get people to submit small biographies so that we can learn more about each other.  I like the idea!  That is because I am naturally nosy!   

Some of us have fallen on (not so much hard times as) our arches.  There are a few more paunches.  That includes my own.  For the most part the ladies fared better than the men.  Frankly, there are still a few stunning women in the class.   

There were three other people I had also hoped to see:  Brian Waldron [Last heard of teaching in northern Indiana; married with a half a dozen kids.]; Phil Hoffman [Still in Oregon and thus, I suppose, still running one of his father-in-laws stores unless he is retired.]; and, Marianne Stuwe [Too sick to join us but living in Howell, Michigan.]     

And, there were a fair number that I’m always glad to see who are at all of the reunions.  The Sizens lived around the corner from us.  They and Catherine Kilmek had been at St. Barbara’s with me.  And, Catherine’s husband had also been in our class.  

George Trudell always interests me because of his work in the MEA.  I haven’t taught for years, but still find school politics interesting.  

To me, it seems strange to hold a reunion of folk from a place that no longer exists.  Sure, the buildings are there.  They are a Charter School now:  

I used to serve as a mole in a far right group that worked on establishing the Charter Schools.  I went to Lansing for a “Legislative Day” when they were being set up.  Every nut in the legislature was involved.  And, Engler was their spiritual leader.  

They had a workshop on “Sex Education in the Schools” that I decided to go to in order to try to figure out what they were up to.  The gentleman giving the workshop started by stating—about Sex Education Classes in the Public Schools—“We know that the kids are learning the materials.  But, they are not putting what they have learned into practice.  Therefore, we think that Abstinence Education makes more sense.  

That was the point at which I blew my cover!  I raised my hand.  He called on me.  I said, “If you know that the kids are learning the material but not putting it into practice why don’t you try to see if you can’t figure out how to get the kids to put the lessons into practice?  

I added:  “Then you can teach the Abstinence concept in your homes and churches!”  

Finally, I said, “After all, you are gambling with your kids!”  

One young wife gave me an evil eye!  Her husband held their kid!  He looked like he really was out of it!  

After that class I could sense that the leaders of the movement were watching me!  

In my opinion, Charter Schools are intended to replace Public Schools.  Since they are not “public schools” they don’t have to try to be equal!   

Whatever, 

John  

PS Be a bit bad!  jk


   

