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Correspondence:  
 
I was upset by Lerone Landis "Blacks Lack Standing on Marriage Question":
 
First, when white Fundamentalists act against us we do not say "Whites" whatever!  We do not make such attribution as if our entire race were attacking us.  We confine it to Fundamentalists!    
 
Second, during the years after the Gay Activist Alliance left the Gay Liberation Front in order to sell out black and women issues the reverse charge was actually true of we Gays.  
 
Third, the Black Congressional Caucus has consistently been a staunch defender of our issues and major Black Civil Rights groups are gradually supporting our cause.    
 
I am not really concerned with whether  Landis is racist or merely careless.  Although, having gotten my BA at St. Edward's University in Austin I consider Texans a "Suspect Class" in their own right.  
 
However, when the G & L Review prints what I consider to be sloppy work I do get upset:  
 
G & L seems to have missed an alternative explanation of Prop 8!  
 
I would draw your attention to an e-mail from Mark Crispin Miller that was published in "OpEdNews.com."  The title, "WAS PROP 8 ACTUALLY DEFEATED??" should have gotten the attention of any Queen worthy of her Tiara!  
 
Mr. Miller wrote:  
 
Well, well, well. First we find out, happily, that We the People may not be incorrigible racists after all, as Election '08 has debunked the (feeble) theory of "the Bradley effect."

And now it turns out that Americans--at least those in gay-friendly California--may not really be as hostile to gay marriage as the outcome of that state's election has apparently suggested.

As we think about the possibility that Prop 8 was not really passed by California's voters, let's note something that the press, and others, won't discuss: i.e., that the entire apparatus of computerized voting in this country--the e-voting machines and op-scans and central tabulators, etc.--is largely owned by members of the Christianist far right.

Diebold and ES&S were both begun by Bob and Todd Urosevich, two ardent
Oklahoma theocrats, while Triad, which makes the central vote tabulators used in Ohio in 2004, is owned by the Rapp family. SmartTech, the company that helped Bush/Cheney steal that state, is owned by evangelical Jeff Averbeck; and his associate Mike Connell, owner of GovTech Solutions, which also helped to steal Ohio, among other races, was motivated to such work by his desire "to save the babies," according to Stephen Spoonamore.

Why are there so many Christianists among the owners of those companies?
Because the rigging of elections is the only way that that fringe movement ever could impose its theocratic program on the rest of us. As Paul Weyrich used to say out loud, the Christianists despise democracy. After all, that system, if allowed to stand, would put the sinful secular majority in charge--and that can't be allowed.

And so, whether or not it turns out that Prop 8 was rigged to pass, we need to take a good hard look at those machines, and at the companies that own them--and keep them out of our elections.

Meanwhile, let's all stop assuming that last week's outcome was legitimate, and look closely at the evidence around Prop 8.
 
Just in case Mark Crispin Miller (a Professor at New York City University) is not high-falutin enough for Harvard to be
bothered with:  He is a nationally acknowledged activist on voting machine issues.  
 
Certainly, it is commendable that L & R invite guests from among our own to opine in its pages.  But, we should do our home work!  We should question everything that the mainstream media says about everybody!  And, when one of our own parrots the "mainstream wisdom" we should be the first to question ourselves.  
 
If we get our information from that mainstream media we should doubt that information as well as ourselves.  
 
IF IT COMES FROM THE MAINSTREAM THERE MUST BE SOMETHING WRONG WITH IT!    
 
I get the impression that LGBT's are avid Conspiracy Junkies except when there actually is a conspiracy.  That is when we become pillars for any institution that would fulfill our Masochistic needs.  
 
After all, the Voting Machine arguments can't be right because they accuse the Republicans of stealing elections.  And, "Everyone(?)" knows that the Republicans could not possibly be doing all of those things the nasty Leftists accuse them of because the Republicans "act so Conservative(!)"?  
 
Maybe the Gayest question might be:  Do  we Gays imitate the Conservatives?  Or, is it "Versa Vice"?  
 
In closing I would like to bring us back to a more positive colloquy between we Gays and blacks by quoting Marlon Riggs as he spoke to his fellow Harvard Alumni:  
 
"When the existing history and culture do not acknowledge and address you--do not see or talk to you--you must write a new history, shape a new culture that will."  
 
Mr. Riggs did not say develop a fantasy out of whole cloth!  
 
It is not that Lerone Landis should not have written that essay.  It is that L & R should have caught it just as his fellow psychiatrists should have stopped that other Texas nut!  
 
John Kavanaugh       
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