Tuesday, August 18, 2009

Dear friends:  

This is going to be a generic letter for those of you who could not be here yesterday:  

Ollie McFarland died on Monday, August 10, 2009.  Her funeral was yesterday at Matty Joes.  

As you would expect, the music was magnificent:  

The Family Hour on Sunday was accompanied by a Harpist.  It was exactly the right touch:  Not intrusive!  People were able to visit quietly with the pluck of the harp strings in the background.    
DeWard Johnson played the organ!  Much strum und drang before Mass!  I once heard someone say that DeWard was a better Choir Director than he is an organist!  But, he loves that Skinner!  

Even the Reader, Dr. Mildred Stennis, seemed to provide what I suspect was Ollie’s favorite sound:  A deep and rich contralto reading from Lamentations through Prayers of the People.  

Michael honored his mother with his rewrite of Psalm 23:  A 21st Century rendition!  Sometimes we fall in love with the music of the King James to the point where we cannot remember its meaning.     

Dr. Charles Adams from Hartford Baptist gave the Eulogy!  I have heard him preach sermons at three funerals now.  Ollie brought the power out of him!     

A solo tribute by Betty Lane was hauntingly beautiful.  It seemed a love song of a student for a teacher!  

The Brazeal Dennard Chorale provided the rest of the Cherubim Choir!  It reminded me of the days when the chorale practiced at Matty Joes upstairs while MOC debated downstairs.    

Matty Joes own choir provided filler between our guest singers; and, gave body to the congregational singing.  

I doubt if I’ve ever heard Matty Joes sound better!  

John Kavanaugh

