COST EFFECTIVE RAPID TRANSIT

BRT & ART

(Bus Rapid Transit and Arterial Rapid Transit)

· Light Rail (LRT) is not the only form of rapid transit. 

· BRT and ART can be used as a tool to build ridership within a corridor.

· BRT and ART can be relocated, which is both good and bad

· Bad: Residential and business developers prefer to build around a fixed investment in transit

· Good: As ridership grows; the likelihood of securing federal funding for fixed rail increases.

· Good: BRT and ART can be more easily transferred to another corridor as light rail is constructed where the ridership has been proven.

· ART costs $300,000-$450,000 per mile to construct.

· BRT costs $9-$21 million per mile to construct.

· LRT costs $59-$69 million per mile to construct.

· SEMCOG’s Transit Plan and the RTCC’s Comprehensive Service plan provide details regarding each type of service and recommend implementation of rapid transit on several corridors.

COMPREHENSIVE REGIONALTRANSIT SERVICE PLAN  

ARTERIAL RAPID TRANSIT OBJECTIVES
· Enhance existing services and introduce rapid transit corridors

· Provide express bus service across the region in North/South and East/West routes.

· Maximize convenience, comfort and safety and improve access for disabled and senior riders.

· Meet and exceed ADA requirements and be powered by state-or-the-art technology that assures GREEN operation and minimizes or eliminates use of fossil fuels.

· Utilize technologies such as “Traffic Signal Priority” and “Next-Bus Information” to minimize transit time and provide maximum information to the riders.

· Increase  ridership in the selected corridors and enable possible future BRT or LRT service development.

