UNDERSTANDING THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

THE TRADITIONAL CHURCH:  PAULINE:
	The various Christian churches had been Pauline in their theology from approximately the Fall of Rome until the 1970’s.  There have been brief interludes (such as the Renaissance) when there were attempts to move beyond Paul’s constrictions.  But, until the Gay Liberation Movement began to evolve a new understanding of homosexuality, none of the mainstream churches changed in a meaningful way.  
	I would argue that there has been a lack of fullness of understanding of Paul since some point in the Middle Ages.  The Traditionalists among you have a profound failure when it comes to reading Paul’s writings:  At the end of Chapter Seven of Romans Paul confesses to sexual acts.  [“I have sinned…carnally…in my members….”]  And, he confesses that those actions were homosexual in nature.  [“I do not understand my own actions.”  Everybody understands heterosexual actions.  It is homosexual actions that many people do not understand.]  
	I have never heard a priest or minister preach those words with that understanding.  Paul’s confession was possibly his most courageous act.  And, I include his martyrdom when I say that.  In my opinion, priests and ministers who do not or cannot acknowledge Paul’s confession dishonor Paul.  
	Another thing that Paul wrote:  “I deserve death…Christ frees me from death….”  Paul was dishonored by the Inquisition when it insisted death for homosexuals despite Paul’s clear dictate that Christ had freed Paul from death despite Paul’s homosexuality.
	It was himself that Paul saw in Stephen as he held the cloaks of those who were stoning Stephen.  Stephen, the Greek Convert, would have been homosexual in the eyes of everyone of that day because the Greeks were renowned for homosexuality then.
	Yes! Paul wrote that homosexuality was not natural!  Paul also wrote that long hair on a man was not natural!  That is nonsense!  It is natural for hair to grow until it stops growing.  It is not natural to cut hair.  Paul’s concept of “natural” was culturally defined.  Was based on cultural prejudices!  

THE MARKINE CHURCH: GNOSTICISM: 
	Whether or not “The Secret Gospel” is accepted by theologians is rather inconsequential.  There have been priests down through the ages that fit the picture.  Indeed, I have known a number of such priests.  There was even a study done not too long ago that said that they number approximately ten percent of priests.  
	Markine priests and lay people are homosexuals who are very closeted about homosexuality, but who insist on rituals to acknowledge and bless their relationships amongst themselves.
	In the mid 1970’s I attended such a “Gay Marriage” in one of the Episcopal parishes here in Detroit.  The priest who officiated at the ceremony swore us to secrecy.  But, he is dead now.  The couple is still together and living in California.  They still have the carved statue of the Blessed Virgin that I gave them as a wedding gift.  The note that I gave along with it read, “I believe that she would approve!”  
	The priest who officiated explained his “Closetedness/Gnosticism” with, “It would only upset people!”  
THE JOHANNINE CHURCH:  THE EARLIEST CHURCH:  
	The Church of John was tolerant of homosexuality.  Dr. John Boswell in his “Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality” (University of Chicago Press, 1980) presents a good picture of the early Church.  The difference between the Church of John and the Church of Mark was that the Church of John was out of the Closet.  In other words, the Church of John was similar to the mainstream Protestant churches of today.
	THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH HAS RETURNED TO THE CHURCH OF JOHN!  IT HAS RETURNED TO THE EARLIEST CHURCH!  
		The spirit of John can be seen in the prayer John creates for Jesus to say near the end of his Gospel.  “That all may be one….”  There is no exception made with regard to homosexuality.  There would have had to have been such an exception were John to have intended such because John was the Apostle to Asia Minor which was a center of homosexual life at that time.  
	Further, Revelation ends with “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life….”:  The Tree of Life was a primitive symbol (And, was so understood during the Ancient World when Revelation was written.  And, still is so understood by primitives today.) that took on phallic meaning when the human figured out the place of the male in reproduction.  However, the Tree of Life predated even phallic understanding to a time when the human still lived in a forest.  The Tree of Life included reproduction—seedlings could be seen sprouting near the parent tree—and of food which was gathered from the tree.  And, tree worship was associated with forest gods such as Dionysius who were associated with homosexuality and transvestism.  
	Many “Traditionalist” (i.e. Pauline) Christians like to say, “I love the homosexual, it is the homosexual act I hate.”  The passage about the tree of life at the end of Revelation is proper response to such.  You aren’t credible when you say you love a person and then reject their defining characteristic.  That would be like saying that you “love blacks, but hate blackness.” 
	Dr. Boswell points out that it was not until the Fourth Century A. D. that the Christian Church began to move away from the Johannine spirit which had been dominant in the early Church towards the Pauline spirit of negativity towards homosexuality.  Personally, I would equate that shift to the turmoil that was upsetting the Roman Empire at that time.
    
MATTHEW:  “THEY WENT INTO THE HOUSE AND HE SAID:
	Some are born Eunuchs, some are made Eunuchs, some make themselves Eunuchs.”  Eunuch was a symbolic word that included all who do not marry including homosexuals.  To say that God came down to earth and did not discuss what even the Paulinists claim to be a fundamental issue is to say that God is either timid or weak. 
	If the Roman Catholic Church continues to deny the spirit of liberation represented by the earliest Church, then God forgive and help the Roman Catholic  Church.  But, don’t depend on my judgment.  Hear what Christ said:  
	Christ said of such “Traditionalists”:  “If they do not welcome you Gays and Lesbians, then leave and shake their dust from your feet.  It will be worse for them than it was for Sodom!”
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