Hi Don:  
 

I would be delighted to accept an invitation from you and Eric for dinner.  I'll think about a place you gentlemen might enjoy.  
 

I am also going to include Ms. Taylor's contact information in this reply.  And, I will send your contact information to her.  
 

A bit about Maureen:  She is President of the Detroit Chapter of the National Welfare Rights Union (in Detroit it is called "Organization" rather than Union) and is a master at getting utilities turned back on for poor people.  MWRO is also very strong in its support of a minister in Benton Harbor, Michigan, who was thrown into jail for quoting Scripture at the judge.  
 

The issue revolved around a park that had been donated to the city with a clear provision that it was to be kept as a park for the residents.  The park is on Lake Michigan.  Whirlpool Corporation (which has its home office in Benton Harbor) wants the land so that it can be turned into a Masters level golf course.  
 

You know the story:  The Powers that continue to Be in Benton Harbor are trying to imply that the word "residents" wasn't supposed to mean "Ya'll."  
 

Some of our own "Used to be Powers" (however, black in Detroit) wanted to keep Maureen from winning a City Council seat:  The City Clerk went out and found someone whose name was very close to Maureen's.  The other "lady(?)" attended one rally and put out one flyer.  Her name was right above Maureen's on the ballot.  Between the two of them, Maureen would have made about twelfth on the runoff ballot.  However, she had four of the most liked City Council members supporting her.  So, she would have had a good chance of winning.  
 

Maureen went out and got over two hundred friends to help her:  She held training sessions in how to audit a Precinct Vote.  She raised enough money to pay to audit the top one hundred and fourteen precincts.  They went out and did the audit--empty lots, boarded up houses, houses without a street address showing; and, went up to houses that looked legit and asked if the person who was listed as having voted had actually voted.  
 

The City Clerk's husband had gone to jail for messing with the vote.  The Clerk seems to have taken over her husband's operation:  No matter how long a person happened to be dead or moved they never lost "The Right to Be Voted."  The Clerk even had a group of folk she called her Ambassadors whose job it was to go to nursing homes to help the Alzheimer patients vote.  And, Absentee Ballots were sent out to everyone who even thought they were old.  

I have claimed all along that Kwame only won his second election because of Jackie’s votes!  The Mayor (at that time he still was) said that it was “the youth vote.”  That is bull shit!  Kids don’t vote for a Kwamster!  Kids only vote for an Obama!  And, kids do know the difference!  

Old folk vote!  Old folk vote based on whether or not the street lights are working, the sewers aren’t backed up, and the rubbish is picked up.  I drove from St. Aubin to Alter Road a few blocks north of Jefferson Avenue one night.  Not a street light from midtown to the Pointes.  There was a sewer backed up in front of my house for three years.  We called it Lake Hazelwood.  A squirrel could do a back stroke across it at high tide.  And, it was my job in the neighborhood to write letters to home owners who put their rubbish out before the evening before bulk pick up day.  Thirty letters in twenty seven blocks the first time out.  

It took a whole lot of Alzheimer’s patients to beat the rest of the old folk on that one!   
  
A judge ordered the Clerk to not send out the Absentee Ballots for the last election that the Clerk handled.  The Clerk disobeyed the Court Order!  The Clerk said that it was her moral duty to make sure that old folk were able to vote.  Between the judge, an opponent who had credentials that bode well for cleaning up the Clerk's office, and Maureen:  Jackie Curry lost!  
 

Jackie reminded me of the Wicked Witch melting in the Wizard of Oz!:  A scowl and a screech down to the last bubble!    
 

If you and Eric are able to make it back for next year's U. S. Social Forum (late June) my bet is that you will not regret it:  The guestimate is for at least forty-five thousand people.  
 

The Social Forum Movement started about ten years ago.  At first, it met in Brazil.  The next step was to move to other countries.  I went to one in Venezuela in January and early February of 2006.  The year after the Venezuela Forum the World Social Forum was held in one of the East African countries (I think it was Kenya.), but the Forum had grown so large that it was felt that it was too big to do every single year.  The logistics were simply too much for the Progressive movements it was based on.  
 

The Forum directors and managers voted to hold separate forums on each Continent or in each major country for (I think it is) two years in a row to be followed by a World Forum every third year in a different place to be determined by the Forum planners.  Last year the U. S. Forum was held in Atlanta, Georgia.  I was not in economic shape to go.  By next year I should be fine.  
 

Getting old has one advantage:  The government forces you to get up off of a little of that money you've been too afraid to spend or the government will tax some of it away.  
 

Bless both of you, and be a bit bad,  
 

John
 

PS:  Contact information for Maureen Taylor:  
 

Michigan Welfare Rights Organization (MWRO)  
23 East Adams, Fourth Floor
Detroit, Michigan 48226  
 

(313) 964-0618  
 

         

chuteh7@hotmail.com


From: Don Davenport <ltcloud@sbcglobal.net>
To: John Kavanaugh <johnkavanaugh1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2009 6:45:33 PM
Subject: 

[image: image1]
Dear John:
I hope things are well with you and I see you are still keeping yourself busy with community issues.   I did receive your message and yes, I would be honored to talk to the Lady regarding Native American Dancers etc. 
Eric and I both are doing well and are expecting to be in Michigan . We will be leaving her on May 20th and expect to be in Michigan for two weeks.  Hopefully we will be able to get together.  Maybe we could take you out to dinner for a change and will leave it to you to recommend a good place.  It will be after Memorial Day weekend. 
Much love to yours.
 
Don Little Cloud Davenport
Executive Director,
San Antonio Community Development
 Corporation
2228 East 15th Street 
Oakland, California 94606
510/536-1715 Main
510/536-4066
Email: ltcloud@sbcglobal.net
Web: sacdc.org
web:  bnaa.org 
 
