March 26, 2007

Mr. Carmine Palumbo

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 

535 Griswold Street, Suite 300

Detroit, Michigan 48226 

Mr. Palumbo:  

I am John Kavanaugh.  I attended the SEMCOG visioning sessions having to do with SpeedLink.  Most recently, I attended an informational town hall type meeting arranged by Representative Marie Donigan in Royal Oak at which you were one of the Presenters.  

You and I spoke after the session and on the way out.  I am a somewhat elderly white gentleman.  

I believe that you may remember me.  

I am in the process of planning a trip for ten or twelve or so people from Detroit to visit Boston, MA in order to compare their Bus Rapid Transit and Light Rail systems.  The person who is actually making the arrangements for the trip [choosing grass roots people to go with us, and trying to schedule the trip for a couple of politicians ability to go with us] is Maureen Taylor of the Michigan Welfare Rights Organization.  

I am planning on taking two persons with specialized mobility problems.  And, I have sent a note to a Mr. Norman White of D-DOT to see if he would be interested going with us.  

I am writing you because I would like to invite you to join us.  I would prefer your coming if that is possible.  However, if you are unable to I would appreciate it if you could send someone in your place who is knowledgeable with regard to the SpeedLink proposal.  

I would like to make it clear that I was extremely impressed by SEMCOG’s (and, your) work on the SpeedLink project.  Everyone at SEMCOG was courteous, helpful, knowledgeable, and professional throughout that process.  I have found the same to be true during the sessions I have attended dealing with the Detroit-Metro-Ann Arbor line.   

The trip will be at my expense inclusive of travel, lodging, and meals.  

We have not finalized the dates yet.  However, Ms. Taylor is looking at a weekend (Friday through Sunday) in mid May.      

I am hoping that you find my proposal agreeable.  And, that you are able to join us.  

With warm regard for your work,  

John L. Kavanaugh

135 Hazelwood Street

Detroit, MI 48200  

(313) 873-6793  

johnkavanaugh1@yahoo.com  

cc: Ms. Maureen Taylor 

