January 4, 2010

Letters:  
The Michigan Citizen
1055 Trumbull
Detroit, MI 48216

To the Editor:  

In response to Eric T. Campbell’s article, “Legislation defines light rail vision” (January 3rd to 9th edition):  I attended all of the Visioning Sessions put together by the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) some years back.  Those sessions culminated in SEMCOG’s SpeedLink Proposal.  

SpeedLink was indeed visionary!  The nonsense that Mr. Campbell is parroting is, in my opinion, the precise opposite of visionary!  

Indeed, I would call the proposed light rail (LR) transit  system:  “Boondoggle!”  

Last week Congresswoman Carolyn Kilpatrick finally announced that the plan had been initiated in her office and that she had (“been in control”?) throughout the process.  Some of you may be old enough to remember that when her son was first elected Mayor one of his earliest announcements was a plan to put a LR on Woodward to Grand Boulevard and a People Mover around Grand Boulevard.

Of course, such plan would serve to connect downtown to the Amtrak Station and thus open up the possibility of a commuter link to Ann Arbor.  That, in my opinion, is the only part of the plan that makes any sense.  And, in my opinion, it would make better sense to use a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Line instead of LR.  

However?:  A People Mover on Grand Boulevard?  

Where wouldn’t that go?  The one place it would not go would be to the suburbs!  Is it possible that some suburban politicians were still toying with the hope that their precious suburbs could be spared contamination by Detroiters?  

When Kwame was in the state legislature he was John Engler’s “Man” when it came to the take-over of the Detroit Public School system.  And as mayor he tried to get control of the Detroit Public Schools for his office.  

Kwame also came out of Ed McNamara’s machine.  Indeed, the mayor’s father continues as a link in that capacity.

Engler?  McNamra?:  Republican or Democrat did not seem to bother Kwame Kilpatrick.  What those two men had in common was that they were powerful white men.  

Who are protecting and paying for Kwame today?:  The mainstream media implies that it is rich white men.  Indeed, at least one of those men is named in Mr. Campbell’s article.  
Is Mr. Karmanos so enamored of Mr. Kilpatrick’s sterling qualities that he is able to bypass the dumb antics Kwame exhibited during his tenure in the Manoogian Mansion?  

No! The only rationale that makes any sense is that Kwame is Carolyn’s son!  Those rich folk need Carolyn in just about the same way as Plantation Owners needed their Overseers.  Besides, Carolyn Kilpatrick serves on the Congressional Committee that those “gentlemen(?)” wanted to bamboozle:  Transportation Appropriations!      

The problem with light rail:  

In order to make a deal with all of those rich white businessmen and powerful white politicos Ms. Kilpatrick had to leave a lot of black folk sitting on inner-city porches for years on end; perhaps forever!  

SpeedLink could have been pretty much in place by now if the SEMCOG Proposal had been simply accepted when it was first introduced as a solution to Detroit’s transportation problem.  

The SpeedLink grid covered the entire of Metropolitan Detroit from the Detroit River to Twenty-Three Mile Road.  And, from the Detroit River to Telegraph.  It included routes on Gratiot, Woodward, Grand River, Michigan and Fort.  It also included north and south routes on Telegraph, Greenfield, and Van Dyke.  Finally, it had east and west lines on Eight Mile, Sixteen Mile, and Twenty-Three Mile roads.  

In combination with John Hertel’s and John Swatosh’s ART system SpeedLink would have covered the entire Metropolitan area in an economical and expeditious way which would have helped the Detroit Metropolitan region enter the Twenty-First Century and would have opened Detroit’s Inner-City to development that could reduce both poverty and the need to warehouse large segments of our population.     

Instead?:  Some rather old white men came in from the suburbs and set up their very own “Grass Roots(?)” group in order to sue SEMCOG as inadequately representing the City of Detroit:  

Stop for a moment and think about the implications of that case:  Nongovernmental white men coming in from the suburbs in order to initiate a law suit against a governmental body in order to argue that the governmental body was inadequately representative of the city of Detroit.  I would suspect that they were correct that SEMCOG is underrepresented by Detroit.  However, isn’t there something fishy about white men from the suburbs making the case?  

Detroit is a majority black city!  Those white men from the suburbs were not talking about black representation.  Rather, they were talking about white business representation!    

Of course, that is why they put together their very own “Grass Roots(?)” organization:  

People usually think of “Grass Roots” as a bunch of plain folk getting together to raise hell because no one is paying any attention to their concerns.  And, folk usually think of “Grass Roots” folk as trying to help “the so-called little guy.”  

The organization that the white men—and, one of their “family(?)”—put together was named Transportation Riders United (They gave it the acronym TRU.):  TRU went out and gathered together a group of folk with disabilities to serve as their mandatory poor members.  A few of those were given the double duty of being the required “minority” members.  They also managed to attract some “liberal-left” seeming types to complete the façade as a front for their efforts.  

The problem with TRU?:  A genuine Grass Roots organization would be looking for affordable ways to get those poor folk off of their porches and corners to jobs.  

TRU was sponsoring the most expensive proposal imaginable!  

Light Rail costs thirty five to seventy five million dollars a mile!  

Bus Rapid Transit costs thirteen to fifteen million dollars as mile!  
LIGHT RAIL COSTS TEN TIMES WHAT BUS RAPID TRANSIT COSTS!  

Back when there was no BRT, LR made sense!  Now that BRT exists, LR is a dumb waste of money!  

When the SpeedLink Proposal was first introduced, it would have been possible to cover the entire Detroit Metropolitan Area for two billion dollars.  To cover the same grid with LR would have cost twenty billion dollars.  

THE DIFFERENCE WITH REGARD TO TIME?:  BETWEEN THE DETROIT RIVER AND PONTIAC?:  SIX MINUTES!!!

IS SIX MINUTES WORTH AN EXTRA EIGHTEEN BILLION DOLLARS?  IS THE CITY OF DETROIT, WAYNE COUNTY, AND THE STATE OF MICHIGAN READY TO SPEND TEN TIMES AS MUCH MONEY FOR “SIX MINUTES”?  

THE ARGUMENT IS PUT FORTH THAT BUSINESSES ON LOWER WOODWARD “NEED” LIGHT RAIL INSTEAD OF BUS RAPID TRANSIT BECAUSE LIGHT RAIL ASSURES THOSE BUSINESSMEN THAT THE LINE WILL BE PERMANENT!  “RAILS” ARE PERMANENT!  

That is true!  There are rails all over under the streets of Detroit that were left there and covered over when GM bought up the Detroit Street Cars and sold them to Mexico City.  Indeed, some of those street cars are still running in Mexico City.  All that we still have are those rails that they ran on which are still permanently under our roadways.    

IT WOUD SEEM THAT SIX MINUTES IS WORTH PAYING TEN TIMES AS MUCH FOR CONGRESSWOMAN KILPATRICK!:  

You need to realize that Ms. Kilpatrick is more interested in the rich white men—Penske, Karmanos, Gilbert, Illitch, McNamara, Engler, et al—than all of the “African American” (I would have used the “N word”, which her actions seem to imply her own feelings towards them are, except that we are trying to be genteel here.) men and women sitting on Detroit’s porches or standing on Detroit’s corners.  

[Digression:  And, they wouldn’t be waiting for buses which they cannot afford, to take them to jobs that they would be too tired to do after waiting for a bus that would bump along every two blocks instead of zip along the way RT does.]     

THE SIMPLE TRUTH IS THAT, IF MS. KILPATRICK, HER RICH BUSINESS FRIENDS, AND TRANSPORTATION RIDERS UNITED HAD LEFT SEMCOG TO PUT IN SPEEDLINK, A LOT OF BLACK CITIZENS, LATINOS, AND POOR WHITES, COULD BE RIDING BUS RAPID TRANSIT TO JOBS IN THE SUBURBS.  AND, THE INNER-CITY COULD BE OPENED UP TO DEVELOPMENT RATHER THAN THE ENDLESS CYCLE OF POVERTY AND SUBSIDIES THAT ARE THE INEVITABLE RESULT OF MS. KILPATRICK’S AND HER RICH WHITE FRIENDS SELFISHNESS.  

That selfishness is also shortsighted!  Indeed, it is the same shortsighted that GM exhibited back in the late ‘40’s and early ‘50’s when it bought up and tore out the street car systems in forty six cities.:  

After the street car systems were put in, it took fifteen to twenty years for the businesses to fill in along those lines.  Once in place, those streets were thriving.  After General Motors committed economic treason against America by destroying our street car infrastructure, it took another fifteen to twenty years for those streets to lose all of those businesses and become the waste-land of Check Cashing, Dollar, and Liquor Stores we find today.  

Carolyn Kilpatrick and all of those oh-so-important local politicians and businessmen are putting the cart miles ahead of the horse.  By insisting, “Me First!”, those idiots are leaving the city to continue dying while they try to force “their vision” on one street rather than rebuilding the rest of the city with BRT [And, Arterial Rapid Transit (ART)] so that there is a base that will be able to support a light rail on Woodward if, like children, they stamp their feet and insist on it.          

THE INNER-CITIES OF AMERICA AMOUNT TO AN ENTIRE NEW NATION WAITING FOR DEVELOPMENT!  IT IS THE RICH FOLK WHO ARE HOLDING OUT FOR LIGHT RAIL IN THOSE CITIES WHO ARE KILLING THE POTENTIAL OUT OF THEIR OWN GREED!  AND, IT IS THEIR “NEGRO” CLIENTS WHO ARE GOING ALONG WITH SUCH NONSENSE BECAUSE IT ENGRANDIZES THEIR OWN POLITICAL AND FINANCIAL BENEFIT.  

I WON’T ASK TO BE EXCUSED!:  IT IS THE KILPATRICKS OF THIS WORLD WHOSE ACTIONS SAY:  “FUCK THE REST OF THE NIGGERS!”  

WHEN I WAS A CHILD, SUCH FOLK AS THE KILPATRICKS WERE CALLED “GOOD!”  THEY WERE TERMED “GOODNIGGERS!”  AND, WHAT WAS MEANT WAS THAT THEY HAD SOLD OUT THE REST OF THE “NEGROS!”  

I once sent a letter to both Mayor Kilpatrick and his mother:   

The key paragraph was:  

“What I am going to do is to suggest that the two of you visit a city that has a ‘Rapid Bus’ system and ride those buses with a list of questions that the two of you have composed on your own covering every aspect of a rapid transit system that you can think of.  But, I would offer as one possible question:  ‘Could a Rapid Bus system serve the needs of Detroit better than a rail system’?”

I did not receive a reply from either the Mayor or my Congresswoman!  

Did I expect a reply?:  Certainly, politicians acknowledge letters from constituents whether those constituents cuss them out or denounce the politicians actions.  

I suspect that my letter was hitting too close to their pocket book!  

While attending a presentation put together by Congresswoman Kilpatrick at Tech Town I sat in the second row so that I could hear better.  Even with two hearing aids I sometimes have difficulty hearing speakers when they fluctuate their tone.  

Ms. Kilpatrick was sitting in the row in front of me and one seat to the right.  She turned, and in what I considered a somewhat imperious tone asked me, “And where are you from?”  I gave her a similar smile and said, “Across the street from Fofo’s!”  Fofo’s is a well known delicatessen in her district.  She said, “That’s close enough!”  

Actually, if she had understood what I am up to, I suspect that she would have felt it was too close for her comfort.  

The reality is that tens of thousands, possibly hundreds of thousands, of Ms. Kilpatrick’s constituents as well as citizens of the entire Detroit metropolitan region are damaged by the wait for rapid transit adequate to the entire region.  In the meantime, a few selfish businessmen insist that the little that is done benefits them rather than the entire region.  

Even if a light rail line on Woodward would be beneficial in the long term, the slow strangulation of Detroit and its inner suburbs far outweighs that far-off benefit.  

The businessmen might argue that “it is their money” that is seeding the Woodward line:  Yes! But, that money was raised in order to divert attention from SpeedLink!  It was raised in order to ask for far more money to finish the project.  

And, it was raised as a step to Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick’s grandiose plan for a grid of light rail spreading across Metropolitan Detroit.  

When rails were invented they were what we had!  They made sense for that era!  

With the invention of Bus Rapid Transit, which can accomplish the same goals for a tenth of the cost, it became dumb to invest in Light Rail.  Even for major routes such as the Woodward line LR is questionable.  And, if it does prove to make sense it could make just as much sense after putting BRT into a support grid than to gamble everything on the Woodward route alone and run the risk of having the rest of the region wither and die while politicos, businessmen, and lobbyists fritter away another decade or more the way they did the last decade.  

SPEEDLINK WAS DUE TO BE ON-LINE IN 2010!  IT IS NOW 2010 AND NOT A SINGLE BRT BUS IS ON DETROIT’S STREETS!  AND, NOT A SINGLE RAIL HAS BEEN LAID!  

THE MICHIGAN CITIZEN?:

I wonder about that word, “Citizen”?:   

With regard to MC’s handling of the water issues?  Yes! I feel that “The Citizen” deserves that word.  Indeed, I would say that “The Citizen” has more than earned that word!  To me, it is the only newspaper in Detroit that even approaches the term “honorable.”



    
           
