NEW CENTER NORTH NEIGHBORS
GREEN SPACE PROPOSAL:

INTRODUCTION:  

New Center North Neighbors is a twenty seven block enclave between New Center Commons and Boston Edison Historic District.  It is made up of nine streets between Atkinson on the north and West Euclid on the south.  Each street has three blocks sandwiched between Woodward Avenue on the east and the Lodge Freeway on the west.  In contrast to our two neighboring communities, NCNN contains a mix of single family homes, duplex homes, quite a few two family “flats,” strips of town houses, and some large apartment buildings.    

The major problem in our community as in much of Detroit is the death of older residents not being replaced by their children and grandchildren.  Thus, we have a number of abandoned houses and vacant lots.  

OUR PROPOSAL:  

New Center North Neighbors wishes to cherry pick some of the vacant lots for a couple of purposes:  Our initial aim is to create green spaces to improve the livability of our neighborhood.  At some point in the future we would like to set aside a couple of lots for landscaped parking on streets that have several large apartment buildings.  

The immediate proposal has to do with between three and five vacant lots that we would like to turn into green spaces using native (i.e. Michigan) trees, bushes, wildflowers, and ferns along with Dutch clover in place of grass for low maintenance.  All five lots belong to the city.  Three of the lots are adjacent to the Lodge Freeway and are not likely to be built on due to noise from the freeway and traffic on the service drive.  The fourth lot is also next to the freeway at the corner of Clairmont Avenue.  Although it might be built on at some future date the likelihood for the present is low, and it would make a nice entrance to our community in the meantime.  Finally, the fifth lot is too small to be built on due to a change in the zoning regulations.  We would like to do that lot as a model for the use of similar lots throughout our neighborhood.  

THE METHOD:  PART I:  We would like to experiment with two methods for preparing the lots for planting:  

A couple of the lots would be covered with paper on which manure could be spread in order to have worms “till the soil” by eating through the paper to get to the manure.  The effect should be ground that is like a sponge and thus able to hold water better.  We would cover the paper and manure with plastic for two or three months to kill all of the weeds and grass.  
The rest of the lots would be tilled by using a tractor, planted with Buckwheat, and tilled again a month to a month and a half later to turn the buckwheat into the soil.  Buckwheat has a couple of advantages.  First, it tends to choke out weeds.  Second, it acts as a green manure so that it nourishes the soil.  

The first part of the project (the two methods discussed above) would be done on June 30, 2007 while a large group of volunteers is available through a neighborhood organization.  

PART II:  The second phase of the project could be done between a month and a half and two and a half months after the first phase.  Thus, we are talking between August 15, 07 and September 15, 07.  

The second phase would begin with removing the plastic covering from the lots so covered and tilling under the buckwheat on the other lots.  

That same day could include the planting of native plants, a lawn, and a green fence of bushes.  

PART III:  After the initial planting (Phase II) it would be up to NCNN to make sure the lots were watered on a regular basis (approximately twice a week during growing season depending on rainfall) for the first full year.  
  
OUR REQUEST:  	

COSTS:  	
Land:  None!  NCNN would request the lots from the city (which owns them) and would pay a minimal “rent” each year that could easily be absorbed by our group.  

Native Plantings:  The following figures are estimates based on the number of lots, the number of trees, bushes, grasses, wildflowers, and the cost and amount of grass seed.  

Trees:  Five per lot @ $14 per tree = $70.00 per lot
Three lots = $210              		Four lots = $280		Five lots = $350	

Bushes:  To use as a green fence:  I am not sure how many bushes it would take per lot.  I am not sure of the cost per bush.  We might need to purchase the bushes at a local nursery due to the size and quantity we would need.  In such case, I would hope that we could get a significant discount.  The bushes would need to be large enough to serve as a barrier to the city mower.  We would rather take care of our own lots.   

Bushes:  Ornamental:   Five per lot @ $14 to $15 ea = $70.00 per lot            
Three lots = $210                             Four lots = $280                      Five lots = $350

Vines:  Clematis Virgin’s Bower:  One per lot @ $10 = $10 per lot
Three lots = $30	 		Four lots = $40		Five lots = $50

Grasses:  Ornamental:  Three per lot @ $4.50 ea = $13.50 per lot
Three lots = $40.50	  		Four lots = $54		Five lots = $67.50

Ferns:  One variety per lot:  one 2” pot per lot @ $3 ea
Three lots = $9			Four lots = $12		Five lots = $15

Wildflowers:  Three varieties:  Each variety:  38 plug flat @ $42:  3 flats = $126 total
Note:  The three flats can be divided between however many lots we have:  
As examples:  If we have three lots:  Divide 38 by 3 = Just over 12 per lot for each variety.  If we have four lots:  38 divided by 4 = 9.5 per lot for each variety.  In the case of five lots:  38 divided by 5 = 7.6 per lot of each variety.  

“Lawn”:  I am proposing that Dutch Clover be used in place of grass.  Dutch Clover has several advantages:  It handles drought well, replenishes nitrogen in the soil, and doesn’t grow more than 8 inches high so that it would take little mowing.  

Materials for preparation:  

Size of lots:  125’ X 40’ = 5,000 sq. ft. per lot for the first four lots.
Three lots:  15,000 sq. ft. 
Four lots:    20,000 sq. ft.

The fifth lot is 125’ X 30’ = 3,750 sq. ft.
Five lots:     23,750 sq. ft.  

Paper:  Enough to cover:  
Three lots:  15,000 sq. ft. of relatively light to medium grade paper.
Estimated cost:  

Four lots:  20,000 sq. ft.:  Estimated cost:  
Five lots:  23,750 sq. ft.:  Estimated cost:  

Manure:  Enough to cover one 5,000 sq. ft.  lot:  

Three lots:  15,000 sq. ft.:  Estimated cost:  
Four lots:  20,000 sq. ft.:  Estimated cost:
Five lots:  23,750 sq. ft.:  Estimated cost:   

Black Plastic (to cover lots that have been prepped with paper and manure):  

Already secured through CDC:  

Estimated cost:  ?

Stakes to hold black plastic in place:  Number needed:  

Estimated cost:  ?

ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL:  TILL SOIL; PLANT BUCKWHEAT GROUND COVER; RETILL GROUND TO MIX BUCKWHEAT (I.E. “GREEN MANURE) INTO SOIL.  USE BURLAP BAGS TO COVER GROUND TO KEEP DOWN WEEDS & PLANT NATIVE PLANTINGS AND GRASS TO GROW THROUGH BURLAP.    
     

    

  


