WITHERGOEST THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PART THREE:  ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP?

ON AN ENCYCLICAL FROM POPE ROWAN:

“Gentlesouls(?)”,  
 		If I might offer a few observations regarding the recommended dictum from Mr. Williams:  

1) I find it difficult to imagine that a majority of the Anglican bishops worldwide would be stupid enough to tie their buggy to a dying horse no matter how many of their naïve (that is the nice word) masses would gladly go along for the ride just as they have with the Shrub here in the States.  Most of the bishops, I would hope, would be intelligent enough to see that the future lies in the Johannine Church.

2) I find it even amusing that Canterbury would figure that the Episcopal Church would accept second class status alongside the Third World.  Were the Episcopal Church to do what I think it will do if the suggested division is actually accepted it would mean that the Episcopal Church would simply float away from the Anglican Communion.

3) What such separation might mean for the Episcopal Church and its “Anglican parishes” would amount to some parishes, and diocese would split off from the Episcopal Church to maintain Communion with Canterbury.  I would expect the main body of the clergy and lay leadership to simply continue as is with minimal legal changes.  I would, if I might, point out that those parishes that call themselves “Anglican” here in the States seem to be viewed as rather pretentious anachronisms.  

4) What such separation would mean for the Anglican Communion on the other hand would seem rather portentous:  First, it would be a matter of money.  I would expect Canada to do as the States are doing.  It would not surprise me if Australia and New Zealand would follow after a period.  And, of course, the pressures in England itself are in our direction except for the Evangelicals.  Would the Companion Diocese in the Third World expect a denomination they have chosen to insult to continue wasting money on them rather than finding some worthy churches to support?

5) More significant, in my opinion, would be that the Episcopal Church might be expected to send missionaries to England in order to participate in the same process as “Anglican” parishes and Diocese are doing here.  I would expect that it would not take too long for Canterbury to be drained of its best and brightest were such “cross pollination” to happen.

6) It seems to me that Mr. Williams, his Evangelicals, and his African bishops do not understand what is taking place within Christendom:  At the time of the Fall of Rome the Christian Church gave unto the State “we” who belonged to God.  With the Liberation Movements some of the churches are returning “us” to God.  What Mr. Williams is proposing is to give “us” to the Evangelicals (i.e. the Pauline Church).  The last time that was done, Stephen was stoned and Paul held the cloaks of the “Jewish Evangelicals.”  YOU “GOODFOLK(?)” CAN’T JUST KEEP ‘TAKING US FROM GOD’ AND GIVING US TO WHOMEVER WITHOUT FOLK NOTICING YOUR GAME!”

7) You “Goodfolk(?)” [I am thinking of the Anglican Communion here] seem under the illusion that all of we LGBT’s are as timid and compliant as your organists and tenor section.  That is a very serious misperception.  In many cases, it was LGBT’s in Rome who were giving ya’ll thumbs down in favor of the lions.  

8) Gay Liberation is above all escape from the condescension of Popes whether Roman or Anglican!

9) I would ask of Pope Rowan:  Of course, you intend to add the Ordination of Women to the criteria for “Associate” status?  Otherwise, you would be obvious!  And, someone might be timorous enough to ask why you are so unnerved by homosexuals?  And, of course, you would be expected to backtrack on everything else in order to prove how “pure” ya’ll are.  

10) The Anglican Communion has had a “Gentlemen’s Agreement” to accept everything from Neanderthal “Christians” to “Atheist Christians.”  It would seem laughable that the only group the Anglicans were too sissy to deal with would be homosexuals.

11) In sum:  I believe the Anglican Communion is showing signs of tying itself to a falling rather than a rising star!

THE GOD OF CHRISTIANITY HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE GOD OF ALL OF THE KINDS OF CHRISTIANS!  I HAVE NEVER KNOWN THE GOD OF CHRISTIANITY TO HAVE TO INSULT ONE KIND OF CHRISTIAN FOR THE BENEFIT OF ANOTHER KIND OF CHRISTIAN!
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