Michael Franklin’s response to the Public Blight Citation
     I purchased a 100 year old Victorian home located at 300 Chandler Street, in the ‘Old North-End’, about a year and a half ago.  (Introduce Brochure in evidence)

     Since then, I have been working diligently to restore this home to its original glory.

     I tore out degraded plastered walls and ceilings, and I rented a dumpster to haul away the rubble.

     I replaced all the copper plumbing and fixtures that had been looted from the property before I purchased it.

     I completely rewired and updated the electrical system.

     I remodeled the kitchen and updated two bathrooms.

     I replastered and repainted all the interior surfaces.

     I sanded and I beautifully refinished the oak hardwood floors and wood-trim-work.

     I planted Azaleas, Impatiens, Hostas, Hydrangeas, Red-Bud trees, Rhododendrons, Rosebushes, and Zinnias.

    I tastefully furnished this home with antiques that were either donated or purchased form Estate Sales.

     I did all of this to create an assisted-living facility so that Senior Citizens in this city could have a very special place to live out their remaining years on this earth.

     It seems like the City of Detroit is trying to reward all my efforts with a $2,500 citation for creating a Public Blight – just because I had two cardboard boxes and a neatly piled 10 cubic foot stack of drywall scraps which I had stored on my front porch,  which I had put there until they could be hauled away –which was done by a company called Bulk King which has submitted this letter on my behalf.  (Introduce letter in evidence)

     By the time the actual citation was posted on my door, March 24th, all the items had been removed – 5 days prior on March 19th. 

     To fine me for trying to improve my neighborhood would be a terrible miscarriage of justice.

