August 4, 2010

Hi Lorraine:  

I’ve been intending to write to you since your call.  I really enjoyed it!  

I did not remember you’re being married to Bill.  It occurred to me that your wedding might have taken place after I entered the Brothers.  I do, vaguely, remember you’re dating him.  

The questions I’ve had in my mind have to do with the rest of the neighbors:

We already discussed Louie Doughi.  Two doors north of him was the Furioso house.  Who was in-between?  
Between the Furioso’s and our house were three families whose names I cannot remember.  Except, earlier, Mrs. Blake in the Garage Home next door to our house.  

On the other side of us were the Colarossi’s and their daughter and son-in-law.  And, next to them the Darraugh’s.  Beyond the Darraugh’s?  

On your side:  The Bernardelli’s on the first floor and Pee Wee’s family (also Colarossi) on the second floor with Pee Wee’s aunt and uncle next door.  

I can’t remember who lived in the two garage homes between Pee Wee’s house and the Yushnik’s.  That old lady was crazy as they come.  Next to the Yushnik house was Mrs. Alt.  I remember her because she used to make one of my favorite cakes for me.  

The two houses towards your house are blanks although, at the time, I knew both families.  

Then, there was Mrs. Maris’s garage home.  She was our housekeeper so that I remember her well.  When I introduced her to my first lover she asked, “Who’s da husband?  Who’s da wife?”  We were wrecked!  

Her nickname for me was “The Little Elephant”.  

Between Mrs. Maris’s house and yours was the Grunman family.  

I don’t know if you knew it or not, but her father had been a General in the Tsar’s army.  He was a medical doctor and in charge of a medical train.  He was warned the night before the Communists planned to kill him.  So, he took as many neighbors and family as he was able and took the train to as close to China as they could get and they walked to China.  
Mr. Grunman’s family were Germans who had settled in Russia and had a huge estate 

