September 11, 2006

Correspondence
The Gay and Lesbian Review
Post Office Box 180300
Boston, Massachusetts 02118

To the Editor:  
	Judith A. Peraino’s “Song of the Sirens” is an excellent work except, in my opinion, for a single part of a single sentence:  “.., just as destruction haunts the very principle of liberation.”
	There is a lot of evidence that would tend to confirm Ms. Peraino’s conclusion.  There was a description of similar use of music and dance in Gilbert Hertz’s “Ritualized Homosexuality in Melanesia.”  An elderly Anthropologist remembered stopping the dance as the members of the tribe’s eyes glazed over and they began to enter such a state.  Africa has examples of rituals where trance is encouraged.  And, there are numerous stories of members of some Christian churches here in the States where African Americans are still “carried away” during a religious service.  Recently, I heard a talk on the part of some musicians from Latin America describing trance music both on the islands and on the South American continent.  One of the speakers even traced such music to specific countries in Africa.  
	We don’t hear a lot about trance music leading to extremes such as Ms. Peraino describes.  Perhaps the human has been “tamed” to a point where such might be difficult to pull off.  Or, maybe we Westerners are simply unaware of other cultures.  The term Run Amok still has meaning in corners of the world.  And, there are other examples of humans breaking the boundaries of their own cultures in strange ways.  However, the cases we hear of today are of individual exceptions rather than of entire parts of a people as Ms. Peraino describes.  
	What bothers me about that part of that sentence is that it seems to play into a cultural sense as to “the boundaries of liberation.”  Too often, even among LGBT’s we see an attitude that “we might go too far.”  Too many of us seem to fear ourselves!  
	I do not equate liberation with sexual abandon!  Certainly, it is not the closeted mentality of the past.  But, it isn’t just sex, sex, and more sex.  To me, liberation has to do with our attitude towards ourselves as much as towards our partners whether for a life time or even for a night.  It has to do with learning our value and respecting each other.  
	That said, on the personal level, there is also a communal liberation that is parallel.  To me, liberation has to do with the rest of a culture or a citizenry learning those same lessons.  And, in my opinion it should result in changed attitudes and behavior on the part of that citizenry.  
	Despite all of the nonsense about “the downfall of the Family” if Gays and Lesbians are allowed to marry [And, I have written a good deal on the subject of Gay Marriage since the early ‘70’s.] what has happened in one of the Scandinavian countries is an increase in heterosexual marriages along with an increase in their stability.  In other words, in my opinion, the permission of Gay and Lesbian marriages seems to have led to the improvement of the state of marriage across the board.
	Sure! It may be too early to be certain.  But, the evidence is beginning to pile up.  
	I see the Liberation Era (Whether Black, Women, or Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender) as a Nervous Breakthrough rather than “down.”  I see many people beginning to absorb the lessons of that liberation despite the hysteria of others at its prospects. 
	I see the “principle of liberation” as leading to mutual respect, stability of relationships, the resolution of racism and sexism, the beauty of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender life that is being freed from the prison self questioning.  I see the “principle of liberation” as the “principle of peace”!  
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