December 14, 2009

Mrs. Michelle Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500  

Ms. Obama:  

This letter is a follow up to a Proposal (dated May 8, 09.) that was sent to Secretary Ray LaHood (with a copy to your husband and one to you) having to do with a simplified rapid transit concept designed specifically for inner-city neighborhoods:  

The concept is called “Arterial Rapid Transit” (ART) and costs about $600,000 a mile (as opposed to 13 to 15 million per mile for Bus Rapid Transit or 35 to 75 million per mile for Light Rail).  The idea behind ART is to speed up the ability of workers to get to main rapid transit lines in order to get to jobs, and to bring money back to their neighborhoods to improve those neighborhoods.      

I BELIEVE THAT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS HAVE BEEN USED TO LOCK POOR PEOPLE IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS SO THAT THEY CANNOT GET TO WEALTHIER NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE THE JOBS ARE!  

I received a letter from the Transportation Department that told me that the ART concept was “a local decision.”  I am aware of that.  And, there are people in Detroit working on that angle.  

THE REASON I SENT THE IDEA TO MR. LaHOOD, AND TO YOUR HUSBAND AND YOU, IS THAT I AM TRYING TO SUGGEST THAT IT WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA FOR MANY CITIES AND NEIGHBORHOODS.  

IN LINE WITH THAT ASPECT:  I WENT ON-LINE AND LOOKED FOR A NEIGHBORHOOD IN FAR SOUTH CHICAGO THAT I FELT MIGHT SERVE AS AN EXAMPLE. 

I CHOSE MICHIGAN AVENUE SOUTH FROM 95th STREET TO ABOUT 130th STREET.  95th STREET IS WHERE THE MAIN RAPID TRANSIT LINES BEGIN; Example:  The Dan Ryan line.  AT THE SOUTHERN END (AROUND 120th STREET) THE ELECTRIC DISTRICT LINE INTERSECTS.  

I SUGGEST THAT YOU ASK YOUR MOTHER WHAT SHE THINKS OF THE IDEA OF USING THE ART CONCEPT ON MICHIGAN AVENUE IN FAR SOUTH CHICAGO:  REGULAR BUSES WITH TRAFFIC LIGHT OVER-RIDE AND STOPS EVERY HALF MILE.  IF DONE DURING MORNING AND EVENING RUSH HOURS IT SHOULD HELP CITIZENS CONSERVE ENERGY FOR THEIR JOBS.  

John Kavanaugh  

135 Hazelwood Street
Detroit, Michigan 48202

(313) 873-6793  

  

  
