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1 Argument in the shyppe of Fooles of this Worlde.

For the felycyte and salute of all the humayne gendre is compyled and dyrecte the shyppe of fooles of this transytory
worlde / in the whiche as|cendeth all they that vageth from y® waye of trouthe / and from the play|ne exhortacyon of

v® intellectyue wn|derstondynge in transmutable and obscure thoughtes of ¥® frayle body. Wherfore this pre|sent boke
may be called satyre / notwithstondynge that the fyrste auctoure dyde delyte hym in the newe intytu|lacyon of this

present booke / for ryght so as by the poe|syes and fyccyons / the auncyent poetes dyde correcte vE wyces and
fragylytees of mortall men. ¥ Semblably this present pagyne specifyeth before theyr syght the es|tate and condycyon of
men / to the ende that as a myr|roure they beholde the meurs and rectytude of lyfe. Ne+uertheles thynke not ye
lectours that I haue worde by worde dyrecte and reduced this presente booke oute of Frensshe in to our maternall
tongue of Englysshe / for I haue onely (as resyteth Flaccus) taken entyerely the substaunce of the scrypture / in

esperaunce that myn au+dace presumptuous sholde be pardonned of the lectou|res / hauynge aspecte vnto y®
capacyte of my tendre ye+res / and the imbylycyte of my Iytel vnderstondynge / in leuynge the egressyons poetyques
and fabulous obscur+tees / in achyeuynge the werke in facyle sentence and fa+mylyer style / in supplyenge al the
reders to haue me for+

Image and text are screensbots from EEBO
http://gateway.proquest.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/openurl?ctx ver=239.88-
2003&res id=xri;:eebo&rft_id=xri:eebo:citation:99857640
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TO THE RIGHT HONO|rable Sir Robert Devreux Knight, Erle of Essex and Ewe,
Vicount Hereford, and Bourgchier, Lord Ferrers of Chartleigh, Bourgchier and
Lovain, and Maister of her Maiesties Horse.

THE faythfull loue, and duetie, (Right honorable) long since deseruedly born, by my deceased Father, both to your
lordships Noble Graundfather, and likewise to the famous and woorthie Erle your Father, (vnto whom for diuers
respects, hee was much bounden being aliue, and being dead, left the like Bond of dutie, in vs his Children towards your
Lordship) hath the more emboldened me, (presuming on your Lordships great Courtesies) to publish under your
fauorable protectijon, these my vnpolished verses, of hir Maiesties: wherein, though I haue but showen my leaden skill,
in a Golden Cause, yet hath the same pro|ceeded from such ardent desire, and deuation in mee, as thereby it may
seeme, in some meane, to merite Tolleration, especially, sith it carrieth a dutifull remembrance, of hir Maiesties most
prosperous and peacea|ble raigne ouer vs: which hauing run the full, and Blessed Course, of Nyne and Twenty yeeres;
doth now, begin the Thirtieth, to the great ioy, and inspeakeable comfort of this hir royall Kingdome; In reuerend regard
whereof, this poore Poem is most chiefly intended: I humbly therefore, present it to the Courteous acceptation of your
maost Honorable Lordship: Whom I beseech the Highest to blesse, and enriche, with increase of all perfect Honour, long
life, and euer during felicitie.

Most humble at your good Lerdships commandment. M. K.
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Twwo short treatises, against the orders of the begging friars, compiled by that famous doctour of the Church, and preacher of Gods word John Wickliffe,

sometime fellow of Merton, and master of Ballioll Coll. in Oxford, and afterwards parson of Lutterworth in Lecestershire. Faithfully printed according to two
ancient manuscript copies, extant, the one in Benet Colledge in Cambridge, the other remaining in the publike librarie at Oxford.

Publication Info:
2004 March (TCP phase 1)
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Text Creation Partnership. Searching,
institutions. Permission must be gra
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Availability:
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URL:
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Title: Twwo short treatises, against the orders of the begging friars, compiled by that famous doctour of the
Church, and preacher of Gods word John Wickliffe, sometime fellow of Merton, and master of Ballioll Coll. in Oeford,
and afterwards parson of Lutterworth in Lecestershire. Faithfully printed according to two ancient manuscript

copies, extant, the one in Benet Colledge in Cambridge, the other remaining in the publike librarie at Godford.
Author: Wycliffe, John, d. 1384,

Publication Info: At Oxford : Printed by loseph Barnes, printer to the Vniversitie, 1608.
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A TREATISE OF IOHN WWickiffe against the arders af Friars. = Cap. 1. Friars orders perfiter then Christs.
» ...they saie that ech Bishop and Priest, maie lawfully leaue there first dignitie, and after be a Friar: But when
he is once a Friar, hee maie in no manner leaue that, & liue as ...

e« ...ie lawfully leaue there first dignitie, and after be a Friar: But when he is once a Friar, hee maig in no manner
leaue that, & liue as a Bishop or a Priest by the forme of th ...

A TREATISE OF IOHN WWickife against the aordars af Friars. = Cah. 2. Friars hinder the free preaching of the
Gospel
= ...riest, to liue as Christ ordained a Priest to liue by forme of the Gospel. For if ther be anie Friar that is a Priest
cunning in Gods law, and able to travel to sowe Gods words among the pe ...
» ... cursed for this deed. For if this free going about, and free preaching is lawful to such a Friar, sith it is
ensampled & commanded of Christ, & not to be closed in a Cloister, as ...
A TREATISE OF IOHN WWickiffe against the orders of Friars. = Cap, 11. Friars come in wnder the name of Saints &
forsaken the Rule.
« ...en would algats sue yea Apostles living, & preachours done euen the contrary. And Friar Austens founded
then on Austen the great Doctor; but his rule speakes not of ...
A TREATISE OF IOHN WWickiffe against the orders of Friars. = Cap. 19, How they forsake the perfection of ther
order for wordhy respects

= ...usts of there flesh, idlenes and spoiling of the people, more subtilly thé other. And thus a Friar shal dwel in
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