Tigemaxo (Bozo, Mali) tones audio tour

transcriptions from parts 1 to 7 of “Tigemaxo (Bozo) tones audio tour” (sound files)

1. tone melodies of nouns (verbs are very similar)

t5ndnd

an tdndnd

a tdydnd

mud tdndnd
bambara

am bambara

a bambara

mud bambara
sdndmd

an sdndmd

a sdndmd

mud sdndmd
kardbard

an kdrdbsrd

a kardbard

mud kdrdbard
yatima

4" yatima

a yatima

mud yatima
fié

an fié

a fié

mud [ié
niému

an piému

a piému

mud piému
jawa

an jawa

aja‘wa

mu)d jawa

H

HM

HL

(L)HL

HLH

LH

LHL

‘duck’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘Bambara person’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘catfish sp.’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘Songhay person’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘orphan’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘horse’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘tongue’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘guinea-fowl’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘house’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)



t"

an ti"
at"
muad ti"

an ka
aka
mud ka

‘meaning’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)
‘father’
‘your-Sg’
‘his/her’
‘our (excl.)



2. tone shifts of nouns in clause-medial position
/H/ — L, /HM/ — LH, /HL/ stable

Hga/ngd__kdrfi ‘I (often) hit °
/H/ tdydnd — tdndnd ‘duck’
1) ga tdndnd kdrii
/HM bambara — bambara ‘Bambara person’
1) gd bambara kdrii
/HL/ sdndm) ‘catfish sp.” (unchanged)
9 ga sdndmd karii

an g _ korfi “You-Sg (often) hit _ ’
tdndnd — tdndnd ‘duck’
an ga tdydnd kdril
bambara — bambaréd ‘Bambara person’
an g4 bambaré kdrii
sdndmd ‘catfish sp.’
an ga sdndmd korfi

an di _ kdrii / kdrii ~ “You-Sg don’t hit  °
tdndnd ‘duck’
an di tdndnd korii
bambéra ‘Bambara person’
an di bambara kdrii
sdndmd ‘catfish sp.’
an di sdndmd karfi



3. tones and Pfv/Ipfv distinction of intransitive verbs
post-subject particles include Ipfv gd/ga and IpfvNeg di
Ipfv form of verb adds <HL> tone to the final syllable
if this results in <LHL> with the first L autonomous, <LHL> levels to M

x€lé ‘go past’ (Pfv)

an x€lé 2Sg Pfv

i xele 1Sg Pfv

an ga xelée 2Sg Ipfv

1) ga xelée 1Sg Ipfv

an di xélée 2Sg IpfvNeg
jolo" ‘descend’

an jolo" 2Sg Ptv

njolo” 1Sg Pfv

an g4 j6loo" 2Sg Ipfv

1 ga j6loo" 1Sg Ipfv

an di j6loo" 2Sg IpfvNeg
t5x3 ‘cough (v)’

an tdx5 2Sg Pfv

n tdx3 1Sg Pfv

an ga tdxdd 2Sg Ipfv

1) ga tdx3d 1Sg Ipfv

an di t5x35 2Sg IpfvNeg



4. H-toned plural pronominals

1PlIn ki, 2P1 xa

tdndn3d ki x4y
tdndnd x4 xay
yatima ki xay
yatima xa xay

‘we (incl.) went past’
‘you-Pl went past’
‘we (incl.) descended’
‘you-Pl1 descended’
‘we (incl.) coughed’
‘you-P1 coughed’

‘a duck saw us (incl.)’

‘a duck saw you-PI’

‘an orphan saw us (incl.)’
‘an orphan saw you-PI’

H-toned ki, x4 dropped a notch to ki, xa as subjects of deontic modal clauses

ki x€1¢

‘we (incl.) went past’

‘let’s go past!” (hortative)
‘you-Pl went past’

‘go past-2P1!” (imperative)
‘we (incl.) descended’

‘let’s descend!” (M-terraced)
‘we (incl.) descended’

‘let’s descend!” (M-terraced)



5. third person pronouns 3Sg a, 3Pl y€ versus Logo/Refl i", Logo/ReflP1 yé
verbs j610" ‘descend’, judné ‘converse’

M-terracing of onset of HL...-toned stem after clause-initial/postpausal 3Sg/3P1

a jolo" ‘he/she descended’
y€ jolo" ‘they descended’
a judné ‘he/she conversed’
y€ judné ‘they conversed’

M-tone of clause-initial 3Sg/3P1 dropped to L before H-toned post-subject particle
a ga j6loo” ‘he/she descends’ (L-toned ga before H-tone)
a gé xelée ‘he/she goes past’ (H-toned gé before nonhigh tone)

clause-medially, 3Sg 4/a and 3Pl yé/ye polarize to the following tone

yaélu-gu a xay ‘the woman saw him/her’
yaélu-gu & kdri ‘the woman hit him/her’
yaélu-gu y& xay ‘the woman saw them’
yaélu-gu yé kdri ‘the woman hit them’

Logo/Refl proclitics behave like /H/-melodic stems
H-toned when H-terraced, otherwise L, regardless of following tone

x4ala-gu di in sda-gi¢ tooréo ‘the man doesn’t sell his (own) sheep-PI’
xald-gi di in s66-gié t66r6o ‘the man doesn’t sell his (own) goats’
x4alu-gié di yé sda-gic tooréo ‘the men don’t sell their (own) sheep-PI’
x4ala-gié di yé s66-gié t66r6o ‘the men don’t sell their (own) goats’

contrast with nonreflexive 3Sg and 3P1 (but some accidental homophony 3P1 = Logo/ReflPI)

xala-gu di a sda-gu t00réo ‘the man doesn’t sell his/her (someone else’s) sheep-Sg’
x4ld-gh di a sda-gie tooréo ‘the man doesn’t sell his/her (someone else’s) sheep-Pl’
x4ala-gu di 4 s00-gie toordd ‘the man doesn’t sell his/her (someone else’s) goats’

o

xala-ga di ye sda-gie toord ‘the man doesn’t sell their (someone else’s) sheep-P1’
xala-gu di yé€ soo-gie tooréo ‘the man doesn’t sell their (someone else’s) goats’



6. tonal effects of 1Sg §j and Logo/Refl i" on HL... stems with 2+ H-toned moras
extra L-tone added at the left edge of a stem following 1Sg 1

sdndm?d
mud sdndmd-gu
n sdndmd-gu
a wo 1n sdndmd-gu so
y€ wo y¢ sdndmd-gu so
a in s3ndmd-gu tooro
y€ y¢ sdndmd-gu tOOrd

judnd
mud judnd
J1judnd
a wo In jadnd
y€ wo ye jidnd

‘catfish sp.’

‘our (excl.) catfish’

‘my catfish”

‘he said his (own) catfish went’
‘they said their (own) catfish went’
‘he sold his (own) catfish’

‘they sold their (own) catfish’

‘get married’

‘we (excl.) got married’

‘I got married’

‘he said he got married’
‘they said they got married’



7. high-frequency CV postpositions (ga, ma, t€): M- or H-toned?
generally clause-final, in any case far from the onset of the clause, so tones indistinct

a) behave like M-toned words:
do not drop to L-toned clause-medially (as do H-toned words)
tolerate the H-toned form of 1Sg 1

L AtE, ... hma, ... 1ga

a a se [ te] ‘he/she said it to me’
1) stays H when postposition raises to H-toned before a nonhigh particle like interrogative ra
aase [nté] ra ‘did he/she say it to me?’

b) behave tonally like H-toned words:
require L-toned 3Sg a, 3P1 y¢ which otherwise would polarize to a nonhigh tone

a ase [ate] ‘he/she said it to him/her’
a a se [ye te] ‘he/she said it to them’
trigger drop of ...LH word to ...LL
a 4 s¢ [yatima te] ‘he/she said it to an orphan’ (yatima)
a 1) kdri [méalifa ga] ‘he/she hit me with a rifle’ (malifd)

take H-toned form (dative té only) if immediately following prequotative wo
a wo [ye té], ... ‘he/she said to them, ...’



