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Najamba, Adia Text 2005-2a.01 
 
speakers: X = Dimbe Gaba (female), Y = Moktar Tembo (male) 
 
X: ko@ nû˘ ja$Nga@-mb-a$˘≡la$, ha@ya$ bi$si@mi$llâ˘y, i@no$-mbo$ ka@bi^l ka$na$, [i@ ba$-mbo$ i@ 

n$-bo$ ma$] i@ di$nç̂˘, [i@ ba$-mbo$ i@ n$-bo$] di$nE@˘-y$, [dç$gç$ gwa&˘n ma@] n)a&˘ bç& $̆ ka$y, 
[ma$nÊ˘ kwa@-m-bE$˘y] [so$le@ na@-mbE$˘y] [E@mE$˘ na@-mbE$˘y] [i@ n$-bo$ i@ ba$-mbo$] i@ 
ko@ma@ndi@ya$-m-b-a$˘, 

  [i@ ba$-mbo$] [na$wo@˘ i@na$˘] jo@go$-m≡b-a$˘, [to$-mbo@ gi$] di$mbi@-yE$-mbo$, 
[to$-mbo@ ma$] < pa& $̆m-- > [na&˘n nE$] pa& $̆m du$mi@-yE$-bE$, ka$y [i@yo@ nu$˘], i@ o$ndu@, 
n)a&˘ [i@ ba$-mbo$], [[be@ o$ndo$˘] gi$] [sE&⇒ nE$] ku@mbi@-y ko@ndi@ nE$, 

  ba&˘ [[mo@ e$nde$˘] gi$] ku@mbo$ mE@, e$ndê˘ [ba&˘-n gi$] di@mba$-m-bE$, ka$˘ [i@yo@ 
nu$˘], [e$ndê˘ mo@] [[ba&˘ mo@] gi$] di$mba$-ndi@, [[ba&˘ mo@] la$] [[e$nde^˘ mo@] gi$] 
di$mba$-ndi@, ko@ a$Ngu@≡y@ lo@, [gwa&˘ ke@] n)a^m-j-e$˘, [[gwa&˘ ke@] n)a&m-bo$] [mo@ 
gi$nç̂˘]1, 

  [gwa$˘-[n)a$mi&-n] ko@ la$] a$Ngu@≡y@ lo@, [a$˘le@ ya$˘] te@ga$-nd-e$˘, wa@na$˘  nE@˘ma$ 
o$ndu@, nE@˘ma$ o$ndu@ mE@ nu$˘, ha@wra$l ba$-m lo@, [ga$˘-gE@ ma$] pa& $̆m du$ma$-mb-o$˘ 
lo@, [a&y jo$g-a$˘] [[i^m]2 ma$] si@yE$-Ngo$ go$-m lo@, 

  ke$la&n la@ ko$y, no&˘ [mo@ e$nde$˘] ke@li@ya$-ndi@, [e$ndê˘ la$] [ni^˘-n gi$] 
ke@li@ya$-ndi@, ka$˘ e$nde^˘ nu^˘, [ni^˘-n gi$] ma@˘ma@-m$, [e$nde$ kç@njÊ 
NwÊ˘m-NwÊ˘m-NwÊ˘m mo@] gi$] o@ jo$-Nga$ ke@, de$Na$n [o@ ma$] mo@ ne@nda@-nd-e$˘ 
gi$nE$ mE@, ti@la$y, [mo@ gi$] di$mbi$-ya$-mb-ô˘, [bi@rç@˘ bi$ra$-mb-ç$˘ mE@] [bi$rç$˘ ko@] 
do$ga$-mb-ô˘, o$bi$yo$-mb-o^˘, [mo@ gi$] di$No$-ndo$-mb-o^˘, 

  [e$nde^˘ ya$˘] ka$ne$, e$nde^˘ [ke@nda$˘≡y ko@ la@ mE@], [mo@ gi$] [pa⇒̂ nE$] ja$r-o$˘ 
mE@, ti@ba@-m$, [ti$bE$ mE@] [mç@ gç$] mo@ wo^˘ ko&y, [ç@ gç$] [a$yi&-n ç@ gç$] o@ 
ni$msa$-mb-ê˘, ko@nde@⇒ 

Y: e$ndê˘ E$lu^m 
X: e$ndê˘ E$lu^m [na&˘n nE$], n)a&˘, < i@ ku$lma$ -- >, [i@ ku$lma$-mbo$], to@˘ru$ ka@na$-mb-a$˘, 

i@yo@ o$ndu@, n)a&˘ kç$njE@ ku@li@yo$-mb-a$˘, i@yo@ o$ndu@, n)a&˘ [bE$li@yE@ nE$] --, [i@n nE$] 
[na$ja$mba@ gi$] di$nÊ˘ nE$, [[na$ja$mba@ di^n] ma$] a$nî˘ lo@, [jo&n ma$]≡y$, 

  kên i@n nE$, [bi@la@ gi$nE@ nE$] [o@bi@-y nE$], [ye$pa$˘be@ di^n] ka@n ki@r nE$, sa@ba@ra@ 
gi$yE@ nE$, kên o@bi@-y nE$, da&mgi@y nE$, [jo&n ma$] i@n nE$, ba$ndûl ba^y⇒, 

                                                
1 [mo@ gi$nç̂˘] ‘he/she said’, used idiomatically at the end of a clause to indicate extent. 
2 i$bi@ ‘mouth’, here with possessed-noun tone /i@bi$/ before other phonological 

processes. 
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  [ye$ di^n] ka@na$-mb-E$y, [je$na$ gi$ya^˘] gi$nE@ nE$, [kç$njE@-mbo@, ka@n nE$], 
de@gu$˘3 gi$nE@ nE$, [ye$ di^n] go&m nE$, gi$ya^˘ [gi@yo$-mbo$ dE$nE@] [gi@yo$-mbo$ nE@˘], 

  [i@ ma$] nE@˘ma$ bE@, nE@˘ma$ ko@ la$, [[[[i@ ku$lma$-mbo$ ga$ndi@] nu$ma$˘] ma$] 
ka$]4 di$nE@˘-y$, [i@ la$] ka@na$-mbo$-bE@-y$, 

  ha@ya$ [ye$ di⇒̂n] ko$Ngo$ [i@ gi$] do$ga@-m-o@˘ ko@ a$Ngu@≡y@, ki$˘-gi$ndE$-gE@ la@, 
ç$gç$ndi$-ge@ la@, [ga$˘go@ ya$˘] [i@ ma$] kân-jê˘, ga$˘go@ a$ba@da@ to& $̆n5 di$mbi@-ya@-l, 
ha@wra$l du$mi@ya$-ndi@, [ga$˘gE@˘ ko$Ngo$ ka@n-o$˘] ne$˘nda@, 

  ka$˘ i@yo@ [[gwa&˘ i@ gE$ ke@] ma$] na$mgo@ we$, [na$m-go$ wo@˘ ko@] [to$-mbo@ gi$] 
i@ kE$li$yE$ jo$ga$˘ ko@≡y@, [ko@ la$] [no$-mbo@6 mo@] [i@ ma$] [[sE@gE@ mo@] dç$lE$-n] 
kE$lE$-n la@, [bi&w$ du$mE@ dç$lE@-mbo$ la@] [a$nda&˘ la@], 

  [gwa&˘ na$ma$-n$de$ mE@] < no$-mbo@ -- > [no$˘ ka@ma$] [hây< hç@˘ra$m]≡i$˘,7 
[no&˘ di$n] [mo@ ki$˘] du@nda$-njo$, [[o@ ki$˘] du$nda$-nj-o$˘] [[o@ e$nde$˘] ke$li$ya$-mb-o$˘ 
sa@ko$], [ke@ ba$ndi$ ma$] [ko$Ngo$ a$nda&˘] [i@ ma$] bo$-Nga$ di^n o$ndu@, 

  ka$˘ [n)a&˘ i@ di$n-E^˘ ke@] [i@yo@ la$], n)a&˘ [[so$-Ngo$]-gi$bu$ ku@ndu@], i@8 [ya$wo@˘ 
tE@˘mdE$rE$] [[so$-Ngo$]-gi$bu$ ku@ndu@], gi$bi@-yo$-m≡bE$˘-y, i@ i@yo@, [[o@ ni$yç$mE$] [[ni&˘ 
tç$mE$˘] [ba&˘ tç$mE$˘]] so$-Ngo$]9 gi$] [a$bi@ nE$] gi$bi$-y-o@˘ mE@, o@ da$ma$ga@-mba$˘≡y$, 
o@ gi$ri@yE@˘≡w$,10 

  ko@nde@⇒ n)a&˘ --, o@ bi@ra$-nd-o$˘, o@ gi$ri@yE@˘≡w$, o@ da$ma$ga@-mba$˘-y, [m@ ma@˘] 
[o@ ma@˘] [ni&˘ tç$mç$˘≡y$], 

  sa&N [mi@ dç$lE@ gwe$-m@ mE@ di^n] [X gi$nE$ mE@] ya@-ndi$-ma^˘ [Y wa$˘ la@˘ri@-yE@ 
dç$lE$ wa$], E^˘ 

Y: je&njâ [[no&˘ di&n] gi$] ta$ga@ n$da@˘-l 
X: [X la$˘r-ge$] la@ ko$y, [o@ ya$˘] X [a$yba$-mbo@-m$ do$mba$˘]≡y$, ko@nde@⇒, [mi@ la$] [o@ 

dç$lç@11 g-o$˘ mE$] [ya@-nd-o$˘ lo@], [Y ga$] [[[mo@ to$-mbo$] E$bi@yE$ di^n] n)E$nE@ 
ka@na$-nj-Ê˘] [[mo@ to$-mbo$] E$bi@yE$] no& $̆y ka@na$-nj-E^˘, 

  je$nja$-n$dç@˘≡y@, [je&nja$ ma$] be@li@ya$-njo$, [[ye$ dîn] gi$] i@ dç$g-ç̂˘, [je&nja$ gi$] 
i@ lu@ta$ ka@n-o$˘ ko@, je&nja$ [ko@ ya$r ko@] [i@ ma$] so@ja$-njo$, 

  [ne@nda@-ndi@ dç$l-ç$˘ mE@] [[nE@˘ma$ ko@] [[o@ sç$njç$˘] ma$] wo@-ndi$], 
[a$la$hç@rma$ jo$go$-nd-o@˘ mE@] [a$la$hç@rma$ du@ma$-nd-o$˘], [no&˘ ya$mba@-l-o@˘ mE@] [o@ 
ya@mba$-ndi$-ya$], je&nja$ a@ybE$ ke@la$, 

                                                
3 Here used (as in Jamsay) to denote statuettes (idols). My assistant prefers de&˘re$ in 

this sense. 
4 Topical ka$ (ka$y). 
5 Reciprocal object, equivalent to [to$-mbo@ gi$]. 
6 Emended from singular no&˘ ‘person’ on tape. 
7 /ha^y< hç@˘ra$m/ ‘himself’ (Fulfulde). 
8 1Pl pronoun, here in apposition to (not possessor of) ‘100 women’. 
9 so$-Ngo@ ‘garment’, here possessed by [o@ ni$yç$mE$] ‘your first cousin’. 
10 2Sg subject conjugated form of  ≡y ‘be’ (identificational). 
11 Variant of dç$lE@ in chains. 
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  i@yo@ [i@ ma$] su@ge^˘ jo$ga^˘, a@ybE$≡y$, [a@ybE$ ko@] [i@ gi$] na@fa$-ndi@, je&nja$ [i@ gi$] 
su@tu$ra$ ka@n-na@, je&nja$ [da@y nE$] su@tu@ra$-ndi@ ko$y, [bo@Nga$ da^n] ba$-l-o@˘ mE@, 
wa$llâ˘y [bo@Nga$ dân] ba@-y$, 

  [[o@ e$nde$˘] gi$] di$mbi$y-ç&˘, [[o@ yE$˘] gi$] ku$mbi$-y-o&˘, [[o@ yE$˘ la$] o@ 
ku@mbi@-y-na@, [ni&˘ o$ndu@] [ba&˘ o$ndu@], [o@ nç$gç$] [o@ ba$]≡y$, [o@ nç$gç$] [o@ gi$] 
du@wa$ ka$ne$ mE$, a@ba@-m$, 

  [i@ ga$] n)a&˘ [i@ ku$lma$-mbo$ ma$˘] [i@ ma@˘] kE$nE@ yE$-y, i@ ku$lma$-mbo$, n)a&˘ 
[so$-Ngo$]-ya$mbu$ N$gu@, sa&N mi@ ya$mba$-Nga$ N$gu@, n)a@m ka$ne$ mE@, [[ko@ gi$] 
ya$mbi@-lE@ n$d-a$˘ mE@] [[ko@ gi$] ya$mbi$-ya$-mbo@-y$], [e$ga&˘ be$li$y-a$˘ mE@] [be@ [[ko@ 
gi$] ji$bi@-y nE$] da@nda$˘ go@-mb-a$], 

  i@yo@ [o@ e$nde$˘ mo@], [swE&˘ gi$] [ke@˘su$ ma$] jo$yo@-ndi@-ba$˘≡y$, [[swE&˘ ye@] gi$] 
da&y-ba$˘≡y$, [[swE&˘ ye@] gi$] [[o$le$-gE$gE$lE@] ma$] ja&b-ba$˘≡y$, ga$˘go@ o@ gi@ya$-mbo$ 
bo$, [[o@ nç$gç$ mo@] gi$] ha$yba@-nd-o$˘, 

  [o@ nç$gç$ mo@] [de@Na@n tç$mç̂˘] bE$li$-yE$ mE@, [[i$Nge$ ta&-Nge$] ma$] da@nda$˘ ma$ 
go@-m$, [[[i$Nge$ ta&-Nge$] ma$] no$˘ [da@nda$˘ ma$] gw-e@˘ mo@ ma@˘] [o@ ma@˘] 
[ha$wra$-mb-e$˘ ma@˘], ha@wra$l du$mi@-ya$-ndi@, ko@nde@⇒, [[a@ne$ mo@] ke$nda$˘ mo@] 
n)a$m-o^˘, [[yE&˘ mo@] gi$] mo@ jE@-n$, [yE&˘ mo@] [mo@ gi$] kç@nta$-njo$-ndi@, [mo@ ga$] 
ne$˘nda@, 

  [a$ndi@ mo@ ne$˘nda@ gi$nE@-mbo$] [mo@ dç$gç@ si$y-ç&˘], < mo@ gi$-- > [mo@ 
ne$˘nda@⇒] [[mo@ gi$] dç$gç@ si$y-ç&˘] [[yE$˘ yu@gu@l] j-ç&˘ mE@ nu^˘], [ko@ bç$nE@] 
ba$ri$-y-ç&˘ ko$y, a$ba@da@ du@ku$r [o@ ma$] go&-l, [no$˘ mo@ ga$] du@ku$r ba$ri$-yE$, 

  ka$˘ je&nja$ [[ke@ sa@rri$ ke@] ma$] [i@ gi$] a$bi@-na@, je&nja$ [[i@ gi$] i$r-o^˘] [i@ gi$] wa^˘ 
ka@n-na@, ti@nna$ ka$ne$-y@ mE$, [[n)a&˘ [i@ ku$lma$-mbo$] b-Ê˘ ke@] gi$] tE$wn)E$˘-y@ mE@, 
[je$nja$ o$be$le@] i@go$ndi$˘ jo@go$, wa$lla^˘y ni@, [[o@ ba$] gi$] jç$y-ç@˘ mE@ di^n, je&nja$ o@ 
ya$mbi$ra@-m$,  

Y: [o@ e$nde$˘] o@ jo$ya@-m$ 
X: [o@ e$nde$˘]--, [[[o@ ba$] gi$] jç$y-ç@˘ mE@] [[o@ e$nde$˘] o@ jo$ya@-m$], [[[o@ n$] gi$] jç$y-ç@˘ 

mE@] [[o@ e$nde$˘] o@ jo$ya@-m$], [o@ n$ ma$˘] [o@ ba$ ma$˘] [o@ sa$˘ra$˘-mbo$ ç@ bç$≡y$ ga$] 
dç$g-ç@˘ mE@ di^n, [o@ yE$˘] o@ jo$ya@-m$, si@ya$, o@ sa&N [[o@ sa$˘ra$˘] gi$] i@yo@ i@-mbo$ o@ 
di$n-ç̂˘, [o@ sa$˘ra$˘ mo@] o@ dwa@-n$] mi@ di$n-Ê˘ mE@ nû˘, [[[o@ sa$˘ra$˘ mo@] gi$] 
[[tE@gE@lE$˘ ke@] ma$] dE$njE$-m@ mE@] [ha@˘na@-l ma$⇒] 

Y: wa@˘ji$be$, o@ dE$njE@ n$dE$ 
X: o@ dE$njE@ n$dE$, [[ç@ yE$] gi$] ha@yba@-l, [o@ [ç@ yE$] jE@-mbo$] [e@ba@n ma@] tu$n-o@˘ mE@ nû˘, 

no$-mbo@ mo@ ta@ra@-ndi$-ya$ ma$,  
Y: kE$nE@ bo$ 
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X: ko@nde@⇒ n)a&˘ no$-mbo@ yu$gu@li$-yo$-mbo$≡b-a$˘, yu$gu$li$-y-o$˘ mE@, jo@Na$-mbo$≡b-a$˘, 
po@ro$-mbo$≡bE$, [no&˘ nu$ma$˘] bo^˘⇑, [je&nja$ nu$ma$˘] bô˘⇓, [[[je&nja$ nu$ma$˘] ma$] 
bo$-Nga$ ko@ ga$] je&nja$ ka@n jo$ga@˘-y$, [[[no&˘ nu$ma$˘] ma$] gwe@-mbo$ bi$rE@≡b-a$˘ ko@ 
ma@⇒] [je&nja$ kç$ ko@ ma@⇒] ku@ndu@ la@, ka$˘ je&nja$ [ne$˘nda$-ka$ne@ gi$] ki@yo$, 
[[ne$˘nda$-ka$ne@ gi$] mo@ ki$yo$-Nga$]12 [a$Ngu@≡y@ lo@], ju@kkE$rE$≡y$ E@Ngu@, [la@˘ka$ra$ 
ma$] [ju$kkE$rE$ gi$ndç@˘] [mo@ gi$] di@mba$, wa@˘ji$be$, [[i@ ku$lma$-mbo$] i$m13 ma$] 
NE$nE@ NwE$-y@, < i@ ba$ba$˘-mbo$-- > [i@ ba$ba$˘-mbo$ ma$⇒] [i@ n$-bo$ ma$⇒] di$nE@˘-y$ 
ko$y, 

  [i@ ba$ba$˘] o@@ wa@˘, [do^m ma$] [[o@ i$bi$] i$r-o@˘] bo^˘ wa$ ko$y, [kwE@-Ngo$ ma$] 
[[o@ i$bi$] i$r-o@˘] bô˘ wa$, kwE@-Ngo$ [[kE@rE@ ma@] wa@ i@n nE$] di$n-Ê˘ mE@, [[[o@ i$m] 
ma$] ha@˘nE@ jo$ga$˘ ko@] kwE$ mE@, [[[[o@ i$m] ma$] ha@˘na@-l-o@˘] je^˘-n] [[o@ sa$˘ra$˘ 
mo@] gi$] n$di@-r wa@, 

  i@yo@ [o@ sa$˘ra$˘ mo@] [[o@le@ ke@] ma$] kên bi@yo$⇑, o@ [kE@rE@ ma@] o@ go^˘⇓, 
[[na$ma$˘ si$˘-g-a@˘] [ç@ gç$] kwE@⇒14 da&˘n o@ ku@b-ô˘] [[o@ sa$˘ra$˘] n$da@-l-o@˘], [[o@ yE$˘ 
tç$mE^˘]15 n$da@-l-o@˘] [o@ e$nde$˘ tç$mE^˘] n$da@-l-o@˘, 

  si@ya$, du@wa$w bo^˘,  
Y: o$ndi@ 
X: [ke@ da^n] ya$˘--, [ke@ da^n] bo$-y mE@ di^n, [[i$ gwa$˘ N$gi@] ma$] nE@˘ma$ ba@-m$ 
Y: E@Ngu@ ya$ru@ o@ so$ja@-mb-â˘y 
X: E@Ngu@ [ya$ru@ ye@] -- 
Y: si@yE$-Ngo$ ka$n-o@˘ mE@, je&nja$ [o@ ka@n-o$˘ ko@] [o@ gi$] yo@ba$ ka@n-na@, [o@ ke$nda$˘] su$gE$ 

mE@, si@yE$-Ngo$ ka@na@-l-o@˘, [do^m ç@ gç$] di$mbi@-ya@ 
X: ha@ya$, [[e&y gi$] ya$˘] di$mbi$yE&-y mE@ di@ndi$, je&nja$ nE@˘ma$ [i@ ma$] su$go$-ndo@-m$, ka$˘ 

[e&y gi$] di$mbi@-ya@-li$-y$ mE@ di^n, [a$yi&-n ko@] [i@ ba$ndi$] di$mbi@li@-ya$-ndi@, 
  a$ye$-y@, ga$˘gi$ye$-y@, [[do&m ko@] o$ndu@] [bi$rç$˘ si@yE$-Ngo$] o$ndu@], ka$˘ je&nja$ 

ke@ [i@ gi$] ya@mbi@-r-na@, [[mo@ gi$] di$mbi$-yE$-y@ mE@] [[i@ gi$] ya$mbi$-ra@-m$ ko&y], 
[mo@ gi$] di$mbi@-ya@-li$-y mE@] [i@ gi$] ya$mbi@-ra$-ndi@, 

  [i@ ta$ra$-n], [i@ ku$lma$-mbo$], so$go@le$, ya$wo@˘ gi$bi$y-o$˘ we^˘16, a@na$˘, ye@ 
nu$Ni@-ya$-m≡b-a$˘, [ta$gu$ ko@˘su$-mbo$]⇑, [be@ gi$] ta@gi@-ya$-m≡ba@˘y$≡bE@, nE$˘-gu$ju@, 
i@yo@ [[nE&˘ gu$ju$] [[o@ yE$˘] gi$] ta$gi$-r-ç@˘ mE@] [[o@ gi$] bi@la@-m$ ma@˘], 

                                                
12 Full form is [… ki$yo$-Nga$ ko@]. 
13 i$bi@ ‘mouth’. 
14 kwE@⇒ (variant kwE@<⇒), onomatopoeic, sizzling sound of animal fat being roasted. 
15 tç$mÊ˘ ‘one (single)’, here after negation in sense ‘not a single one’. 
16 wê˘ here is an interjection of disgust. 
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  ko@nde@⇒ [nE&˘ gu$ju$ ko@] [no&˘ di^n la$] ko@ du@ma$-ndi@, wa$lla^˘y [[no&˘ [nE&˘ 
gu$ju$] ta$ga$]17 y-ç&˘ mE@ di@ndi$], ç$gç$nde^˘≡y [ki$nja$N-gE@˘ ta$ga$],  

Y: ja@˘ti$, n)a&˘ kE$nE@ ya$˘ bE$ 
X: [ma@na$ ta$gi$˘] nû˘ ye&N ka&Ngo$y, ma@na$ la@ ma@, [ye$Nge@ ma@] di@mba$ 
Y: so$jo@-m$ 
X: ha@ya$ [ko@ ya$˘] [ki$r-gE@˘ ba$m]≡i$˘, ka$˘ [nE&˘ ta$gi$˘] ta$gi$-y-ç@˘ mE@, nE&˘ ta$gi$-y-ç&˘, [no&˘ 

di^n] mo@ du@ma$-ndi@ ko$y, [ç$mç@lç$ bE@lE@]≡y@18 nç$, je&nja$ [ba$ndi@ ke@] [i@ ma$] 
si@ya@-nda@-m-na@, 

  ka$˘ na$ma$-nde$ ko&y [i@ ma$], [n)a&˘ ko$Ngo$ i@ ya$-m≡b-ç$˘ ma$] [[i@yo@ i@ 
ya$-Nga$] [hâl ku@ndu@] o$ndu@] [ka$˘na@˘ [[[bç$nE@≡y@ mE@] ba$ndi$] ma$], [ti$bç$˘ 
ko$lo^˘] ma$, [sa$˘ma$-n ne$˘nda@˘] ma@, sa$˘ma&-n [i@ la$] sa$˘mi$-yE$, [i@ ki$˘] jç$NE@ 
ja@-ndi$-y$, [bE$li@yE@ nE$] ku@nja@, ti$b-ç&˘, 

  [[n)a&˘ jo@Na$-mb-a$˘≡b-E&˘ ke@] ma$] [i@yo@ jo@Na$-ndi@-ya$], [no&˘ tç$mE^˘ mo@] [ko$N 
ka@ma$] e@nda$, mo@ jo$Ne@≡w$ wa$, gwe^˘ ya$li$yE$ ma@, [sa&˘ma$ ga$] [je&nja$ b-ô˘ 
ma$⇒] e@nda$, [mo@ gi$] di$mbi$-ya@-m$, [mo@ gi$] ta@ppa$ ka$na@-m$, kwa&-m$, la$y, 
ti$ba@-m$, 

  ko@nde@⇒ [jo&n ma$], go^˘ ma$, jo$Na$-mba$ wa$, je$nja$-[ne$mbi$l-Ngo@]≡bE$ wa$, 
[go^˘ ma$] i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, [di$mbi$ra@ ma$] bE$, i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, [di$nda&l ma$] bE$, 
i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, [a@˘ja$ ma$] bE$, i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, [gu$nda$pâl ma$] bE$, 
i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, [ye&l ma$] bE$, i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, [[dE$mbE&l ma$] bE$] i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$ 
[ta$ba^˘ ma$] bE$] i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, [mu$gi^˘ ma$] i@no$-njo$-ndi@-y$, 

  na$ja$mba@ i@-mbo$ jo@la$ ka$lo@˘≡y$, ke^n ka@li@-yE@ jo$, [ye$ dîn] i@ dç$g-ç̂˘, [i@ 
di$˘na$] go$me$-y@, [[[i@ di$˘na$] i@ go$m-o^˘ ko@] ma$] [na$fa$ i@ y-ç& $̆] o$ndu@ ko$y, [i@yo@ 
[na$wo@˘ tE@˘mE$ndE@rE$] o@ jo$go$-n] di$nE@-m$19 mE@, [E@ndE$n we$-m@ mE@] [[nE$˘ mo@] 
ku@nde@≡y@] 

Y: i$gi@ jo$ga$˘y 
X: n)a&˘ [[so$-Ngo$]-ji$bu$ ku$ndu$ ko@] [i@ gi$] na@fE@≡bE$ ko$y, ja&˘ -- 
Y [overlapping]: ko@--, o@ ka$bi^l ka@na@, ko@ i@ wç$ndE$ jo$ga$˘ ko@, [i@ ki$yo$-Nga$ da^n] 

ba$-mbo@-m≡i$˘, ne$˘nda@˘ ka$na$-mbo@-m$⇑, [de&-Ngo$≡y$20 ga$ la$] ka$na$-mbo@-m$, 
[e$nda@˘≡y@ me@ la$] ka$na$-mbo@-m$, 

                                                
17 Here ta@ga$-n is also possible. 
18 /ç$mç@lç$ bE@lE@y/ is apparently a Tommo-So phrase meaning literally “a patas 

monkey’s getting.”. ç$mç@lç$ is related to Najamba ç$m @́lE$ ‘patas monkey’. 
19 1Pl di$nE@-y$, 2Sg di$n-ç̂˘, 2Pl di$n-Ê˘, 3Sg and 3Pl di$n-ç̂˘. 
20 For de$ndu@-Ngo@ ‘short one’. 
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  n)a&˘ [ne$˘nda@˘ ko@] ka$n-o@˘ mE@, [pç@˘ nE$] o@ te$˘ra@-m$ [to@˘ru$ ko@], [si@yE$-Ngo$ 
ko@] ka$n-o@˘ me@ la$, [pç@˘ nE$] o@ te$˘ra@-m$, a@ywa$, i@yo@, [[no&˘ ma$] E$lu^m e$nda@ di^n] 
ka$na$-mbo@-m$⇑, [[m@ ma$] E&l-Ngo$ da^n] ba$-mbo@-m$⇑, <xxx>, 

  [je&nja$ la$] [a@ni@ya@-o$lo$ ma$], go&m nE$, mâ˘n ne$˘nda$˘-ka$ne@≡y@, [la@y nE$] o@ 
te$˘ra@-ndi$, [[ne$˘nda@˘ tç$mç̂˘ ko@] ka$n-o@˘ mE@] [ba$la&w [[gwa&˘ ke@] ma$] 
su$go$-ndo$-m], ta@wE$ o@ [[o@ ha$˘jE$] o$ndu@], ka@na$-mbo$ jo@go$-w, 

  n)a&˘ [[to@˘ru$ ko@], [ka$n-o@˘ mE@ di^n] [pç@˘ nE$] o@ te$˘ra$-m≡bE$, i@yo@ sân 
gi$nE$-y$, [[sân ko@] gi$ la$], di$mba$-ndi@-y$, [ke$nda$-[E$jE&-n]] o$ndi@, 

  [hi@˘la$ ma$⇒] [pi^l-pa@˘la$21 ma$⇒] [ja$ma$la$-Ngo@ ma@⇒↑], [i@ gç$ l≡a$˘] ja&-y$ 
ma$⇒, pa$sk $́ i@yo@ ke@ ya$˘ [i@ gi$] jo$g-e$˘, [[i@ ki$yo$-Nga$ da^n] ba$-mbo@-y$ ko@] 
ya$˘-l-o$˘,22 [to@˘ru$ i@ do$ga$-m-o$˘ ko@]≡y@, 

  ka$˘ [o@ do$m] di$mbi@-ya@ 
X: ha@ya$, [ke^N ke@23 gi$] na@fa$-ndi@, o@ e$nde$˘ mo@, [a@ne$ gi$] n$dE@-j-o$˘, [ta@wE$ [o@ e$nde$˘ 

mo@] [[a@ne$ mo@] gi$] o@ n$d-ç̂˘] [i@ ga$] [[i@ ku$lma$-mbo$] i@ di$n-ç̂˘ [be@ ma$] ka$y], 
sa&N [m@ ba$] [mi@ gi$] jE$nE$ [no&˘ gi$]-- [a@ne$ gi$] n$dE$ mE@ di^n, [[a$ne$ mo@] [[m@ ba$] 
gi$] yE@ nE$] jo$ya@-m$, [[a$ne$ mo@] [[mi@ n$] gi$] yE$ mE@] jo$ya@-m$, 

  ko@nde@⇒ [a@ne$ mo@ ya$˘] [[o@ e$nde$˘] jE@-mbo$ ya$˘] [[a@ne$ gi$] o@ n$dE@-n$], [a$ne$ 
mo@] [o@ gi$] jo$ya@-l mE@ di@ndi$, [yE&˘ mo@] si@yE$≡y$ ga$ o$ndu@, wa$lla^˘y [yE$˘ mo@ ya$˘] 
si@yE$≡y$ ga$ bo$ mE@ di^n, [[o@ a$ma$le$] gi$] gE$r-ç@˘ mE@ di^n, [o@ a$ma$le$ mo@] 
te@ddi@na$-mb-ô˘, 

  [[o@ a$ma$le$ mo@] gi$] te@ddi@na@-l-o@˘ mE@ di^n, [o@ e$nde$˘ mo@] [[bi$rç$˘ 
si@yE$-Ngo$] ma$] o$ndu@, [[o@ e$nde$˘ mo@] gi$] n$dE$-j-o&˘⇑, [o@ e$nde$˘ mo@] wa@⇒ [e$ga&˘ 
bE$li@yE@ nE$] mâ˘n, [a@ne$ mo@] ka$nda@ i@yç@∴,24 [mi@ ko$y] [mâ˘n [mi@ gi$] n$di@ 
ko$y], a$nî˘ i$no@-m$ lo@, [kêN gi$ pu$la^˘l ma$] [mo@ gi$] [ti@yE@ nE$] ki@yô-m, [E@yç$ lo@] 
ko@nde@⇒ 

  [[o@ gi$] ya@mbi@-rE@ n$dE$ mE@] [[o@ gi$] ya$mbi$-rE$], [o@ gi$] ya@mbi@-ra@-l mE@, 
ç$ri$-y-ç&˘, ka$˘ i@yo@ bE$li$y-ç@˘ mE@, [mo@ [yE&˘ mo@] bE$li$yE$ mE@] [[[mo@ ki$˘] ha$˘je$] 
ma$], bE$li@yE@ nE$ pç@s, a$nî˘ i@n≡b-ç&˘ lo@, [[mi@ n$] ma$] i@n≡bE$-m@, a$ni^˘ i@n≡b-ç&˘ lo@, 
[[m@ ba$] ma$] i@n≡bE$-m@, 

                                                
21 Heard as just pa@˘la$ on tape. 
22 ya$˘-l-o@˘ ‘you-Sg did not see’, here with low tones (arguably: with low terminal 

intonation disguising a phonological high tone) in rhetorical question function 
(‘have you not seen that …’). 

23 kêN is contracted from ke@Nge$ ‘place’. 
24 i@yç@∴, with dying-quail intonation, is the response to ‘good morning!’ and similar 

greetings. 
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  si@ya$, je&nja$ ke@ gi$na@-l ko$y, n)a&˘ sç&˘ di$mbi@-ya$-mba^˘y≡bE$, [e@ba@n ma@] 
ti$ya$-mb-ô˘ mE@, ja&̆  e@ba@n wo&-m$ ma$, ne$mbi$lo$-mb-o^˘, ko@nde@⇒ [o@ gi$] [mo@ la$] 
ya$mbi$-rE$, [ya@mbi@-ra@-l me@ la$] [bi@llâ˘y ba&-l], 

  n)a&˘ [o@ yE$˘] ne$˘nda@˘ ka$ne$ mE@, [o@ yE$˘ mo@] de@nja$-m≡b-a$˘, i@yo@ [[o@ yE$˘] 
gi$] dE$njç@˘ mE@, ha@˘si$di$ o@ bi@la$-ndi$, [gwa&˘ ke@ di^n] ho@∴, a$ba@da@ [no&˘ mo@] [o@ 
gi$] yE@ ta@ra@-l, gi$nE$ mE@ ha@∴ mâ˘n ne$˘nda@, [m@ ma$] jê˘ ta@ra@-l-o@˘, ma^˘n ne$˘nda@, 
n)a&˘ ba&’l, [i@ ga$] [[[[i@ n$-bo$] [i@ ba$-mbo$] ki$˘] ma$] di$nE@-y$] ba&-l, 

  ka$˘ i@yo@ ke@ nE&˘ nE$˘, [ke$N ke@] [i@ gi$] ha@lkE@-jo$, ju$ga@-li$-y$, [ma$mi@li@-yE@ 
du$mE$-y@] po$re$-y@, ma$mi@li@-ya@-li$-y$ mE@ nu$˘, nE@˘ma$ [i@ ma$] wo@-ndi$, ka$˘ [nE@˘ma$ 
n)a&˘ kE$ ke@] to@lo@≡y@ ki@yo-̂m, [n)a&˘ nE$˘ma$ ko@, je&nja$ [i@ gi$] n$di@r-na@] 

Y: i@yo@, e$nde^˘ na$l-o@˘ mE@, [[e$ndê˘ mo@] gi$] o@ de$nja@-ma$-ndi@-ya$, sa@ko$ [yE&˘ mo@ ga$y 
la$], [[[e$ndê˘ mo@] gi$] o@ na$l-e$˘] [sa@bu$ a$Ngu@≡y@ ma@⇒] [gi$n-ç@˘ mE@], mi@ sa&N 
NE$nE@ bE$li@yE$-m@ mE@, [e$ndê˘ mi@ yE$ mo@] [m@ ma$] ne$˘nda@˘ ka$ne$ mE@, swa^˘ 
jE$njE$-m@ mE@, a&y, mâ˘n, [a@ni@ya@ di^n] kE$nE@ b-E$˘, 

  [a@ni@ya@ di^n] kE$nE@ b-E$˘ ko@,25 mo$mbi@-yE@ n)a$ma@-y$, sa@bu$ mi@ [mi@ yE$ mo@] 
ga$li@-yE@ ja@-nu$-m, o@ [ç@ yE$ mo@] ga$li@-y-ç@˘ de@, [ç@ yE$ mo@] [ko@ndi@-y nE$] [mi@ gi$] 
ya$ra$-m, [ko@ ya$˘], sç&˘ n)a$ma@-y$, [a@ni@ya@ di^n] NE$nE@ b-E$˘, ko@ na@la@˘≡la@, 

  sa@bu$ a$Ngu@≡y@, [sç$njç&˘ ma@⇒] [[mo@ ta$ga$ ma$⇒], [o@lo@ ma@⇒] [[mo@ ta$ga$ 
ma$⇒], [no&˘ ma@⇒] [[mo@ ta$ga$ ma$⇒], du$lE&˘ bi@-Nga@n kE$nE@ ya$˘ [be@ gi$na$˘], 
i@yo@ [i$ di@ndi$] [bi$Nga$n ku@ndu@] ba&y-mbo$, mo$mbi@-yE@ n)a$ma@-y$, je&nja$ [ke@ ga$] i@ 
ba&y ja&˘m-na@, 

  [o@ do$m] di$mbi@-ya@ 
X: i@yo@--, n)a&˘, [[ni&˘ tç$mE@˘] [ba&˘ tç$mE@˘]]≡w$, [ko$N ka@ma$] jo$go$-nd-o@˘ mE@, [o@ [ni$˘ 

tç$mE$˘ ba$˘ tç$mE$˘] mo@ ga$] [o@ [ni$˘ tç$mE$˘ ba$˘ tç$mE$˘]]≡y$, ko@nde@⇒ sa&N Y [o@ 
ma@⇒] [m@ ma@⇒] [ni&˘ tç$mE@˘ ba&˘ tç$mE@˘]≡y@, mi@ ko@Ngo$ jo$go$-nu@-m mE@, [o@ i@n 
nE$] [[ç$gç$ndê˘ ma$] na$l-Ngo@ go$ba$-mb-ô˘],  

  [[ç$gç$nde^˘ mo@] [o@ ba$]≡y$⇑] [[ç$gç$ndê˘ mo@] [o@ n]≡i$˘⇓], [o@ n$ mo@] 
ke@la$˘-w⇑, [o@ ba$ mo@] ke@la$˘-w⇓, [[o@ yE$˘ mo@] ke@la$˘-w⇑] [o@ e$nde$˘ mo@] ja@˘ti$⇓, 

  a@!, [m@ ma@⇒] [o@ ma@⇒] [ni&˘ tç$mç@˘ ba&˘ tç$mç@˘]≡y@, Y ho@˘, [[o@ e$nde$ o&m] 
mi@ n$di@ ko&y] [mi@ [[ke@ N$gi@] ma$] ti$ya$-mbo@-m$], gi$nE@-m mE@, o@ [mi@ gi$] 
n$da@-nu$-m26 gi$na$-mb-ô˘, 

                                                
25 Factive clause, repeating the content of the preceding main clause. 
26 Logophoric use of 1Sg subject. The object is a true 1Sg. Hence literally “youx will 

say [Ix won’t give to mey].” Note the x and y referential subscripts. 
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  ha$˘ ta@wE$˘ [i@ no^˘y] [ni&˘ tç$mE@˘ ba&˘ tç$mE@˘]≡y@, [ç$gç$ndê˘ mo@] we@ nE$, [[Y [o@ 
e$nde$˘ o&m] [mi@ gi$] n$di@ [[ke@ N$gi@] ma$] ti$ya$-mbo@-m$] gi$nE$ mE@] [ha@ya$ ju@wa@],27  

Y: ja@˘ti$, N$gi@ go&’l, [[m@ ma$] [ko$Ngo$ N$gu@] ka$na@-mb-â˘y] gi$nE$ mE@] [mi@ [mi@ e$nde$˘ 
mo@] ya$nde@-m mE@] [i@n nE$] N$gu@ ka@na$y,  

X: ha@ya$, ta@wE$ [o@ ma$] ne@mbi@l-mbo$ du$ma@-l-- 
Y: [i$ne@-m mE@] [mi@ ni&˘ tç$mE^˘ ba&˘ tç$mE^˘] [gi$nE$ mE@] mo@ wa@⇒ ne@nda@n dç$lE$, [[ko$N 

ka@ma$] no&˘ na@fE@ ja@-nd-o$˘] [e$ndê˘ ma^˘-mb-o$˘],28 [[e$nde^˘ mo@] gi$] na$fE$ ko&y, 
sa@bu$ [[e$ndê˘ mo@] gi$] sç&˘ kwE$-y@, sa@bu$ e$ndê˘ ka$y, [[no&˘ di^n] e$nde$˘]≡y$, no&˘ 
e$ndê˘ na$la$-m, [e$nde^˘ dç$gE@ nE$] ti$ba$’m$, [[a&m nu$ma$˘] ma$] mo@ do$ga$-mb-o^˘ 

X: [[o@ no$-mbo$ be@] ma$] mo@ do$ga$-mb-o^˘ 
Y: [[ç$gç$nde$˘ o@ ka@ja@bi@ jo$ga$˘ mo@] ma$] [mo@ gi$] [o@ la$] dç$gE$, [mo@ E@Ngu@ [mo@ gi$] 

gu$ndE@≡y@ gi$na@-m$ ma$⇒] [a$nnE@ gi$na@-m$ ma$⇒] [mo@ mo@ kwE$ mE@] 
X: wa$lla^˘y [mo@ gu$ndE$]≡y$ 
Y: ç$<hç̂<⇒, ka$˘ [o@ sç&˘ e@ na$li#-y-ç$˘] [ni&˘ tç$mE^˘ ba&˘ tç$mE^˘ mo@] [e$nde$˘ o@ kwE$ jo$ga$˘ 

mo@] o@ mo@ gu$ndE@≡y ma&˘ma$-nd-o@˘ o^˘,29 [do^m ç@ gç$] di$mbi@-ya@ 
X: [ku@lma@-mbo@ be@] be@ gi$nç̂˘, [na$l-Ngo@ gi$] e$la$-nde$ wa$⇑, [na$l-Ngo@ ko@] 

e@la@-ndi$-mbo$ e@la@-ndi$-mbo$ e@la@-ndi$-mbo$ [mo@ gi$nç̂˘] [hâl [ko@ da^n] ma&y$ 
wa$⇓], ta@wE$⇒, kwa@-mb-a$˘ jo$go$-ndi@, [yE&˘ la$] jo$go$-ndi@, [ni&˘ n$ la$ o$ndu@] [ba&˘ 
n$ la$] o$ndu@, a$ja$ba$le@≡y@, [mo@ na$le$ mo@] ç$gç$nde^˘ sa@nnE$, [mo@ ka$ne$-n] ha@ya$ 
ko@nde@⇒ wa@, [[[i@ ku$lma$-mbo$] i$m] ma$] NwE$-y ko&y, 

  [ya$li^˘ ke@] [ya$li$˘ ji@Nga@n]≡i@˘ wa@, [yE&˘ n$] [[ma$na^˘ ko@] ma&n nE$] we$ mE@ 
di^n, [yE&˘ mo@] wa@⇒ [gi$nE$ mE@] ha@ya$ nÊn, [o@ na$le$ mo@ gi$] ya$nd-u@wa@,30 
[ya$ndi@≡bE$ ma^˘ wa$] [ya$nda@-l-o@˘31 wa@], mo@ gi$nE$ ko@nde@⇒ wa@, 

  [da$ba@ mç@ yE$] mo@ bi&˘-r-o^˘, [ti$mç̂˘ ma$] mo@ i$l-ç̂˘, [ma^˘n ho&⇒y mo@ 
gi$nE$-n] [ho&⇒y] [wo@ ma$nâ˘ kwa$-y@32 wa@], [o$ma@˘33 la$] [[ti$mç̂˘ ko@] ma$] mo@ 
i$l-ç̂˘] [a$ja$ba$le@ mo@ la$], [mo@ ga$] si$n-o@˘ we@⇒ si$n-o@˘ wa@, gi$nE$ mE@ di^n, be@ [we@ 
nE$] nu$ma&˘ tu$no@-Nga$ ma$] du$Nga$-du$Nga$-du$Nga$ we$ wa@, [we$ mE@] [[ma$nâ˘ ko@] 
[be@ la$] kwE$], 

  be@ ka$na$-n ka$na$-n ka$na$-n ka$na$-n ka$na$-n ka$na$-n, ha@li$ we&-mbo$ gç@lE$˘ 
gç$le@-mbo$, [i$bi$ Ngi@] i@la-̂l-mbo$, gi^y gi&y-mbo$, [be@ gi$nE$-n] ha@ya$ [de$Na$n [o@lo$ 
ma$] be@ Nw-Ê˘], [na$ja$mba@ be$lâ˘] a@ja@wa@˘nde$ be@ ka$ne$-n, [kE$nE@≡y@ wa@] 
[a$si$la^˘m-bo$ N$gi^n bo$-Nga$-mbo$ wa$ be@ gi$nE$-n] [ho&⇒y wa@ be@ gi$nE$-n], 

                                                
27 3rd person imperative. 
28 For /ma@˘ma$-mb-o$˘/. 
29 o^˘ tag question. 
30 Quoted imperative. 
31 Participle (factive complement). 
32 Hortative (first person dual). 
33 Obviative (secondary topic) use of demonstrative. 
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  ma^˘n [mo@ gu$ndE@]≡y@ wa@, [ma^˘n [mo@ gu$ndE@]≡y@ gi$nE$ ma^˘ wa$] 
[gu$nda$-Nga&n ko@] a&n$34 bE$li$yE$ mâ˘ wa$, ke$nda$-[te&-Ngo$] ho@⇒35 
ke$nda$-[te&-Ngo$] [hâl N$gi^n] [ge$na$˘ ku@ndo@˘] tu@k, [ma$na^˘ mç@ gç$] kwa@-mbo$ 
wE$˘ wa@, mo@ wa@⇒ [yE&˘ jo$go$-ndi@ wa@] [e$ndê˘ jo$go$-ndi@ wa@] [ni&˘ jo$go$-ndi@ wa@] 
[ba&˘ jo$go$-ndi@ wa@] [[mo@ yE$˘] ma$na^˘ ma$ne$ mE@] [ma$na$˘ ko@] sç&˘ ya$˘ 
kwa$-m≡bE$-y, [[E@yyç$ ma$⇒] mo@ gi$nE$] [Ê˘ wa$ mo@ gi$nE$] bi$si@mi$la$ wa$, 

  [ma$na^˘ ko@≡y@ ma@⇒] [a$Ngu@≡y@ ma@⇒] [be@ gi$nE$-n] [ko@≡y wa@] [[[ma$na$˘ 
ko@] mo@ k-ç̂˘ ko@] [mo@ gu$ndE$]≡y$ wa$] [so@j-u@wa@ be@ gi$nE$-n] [ko@nde@⇒ wa@] 
[mo@ wa@⇒] [[[mç@ gç$] su$ge$ ma^˘] be@ gi$nE$-n] [su$ge$ wa$], [[mç@ gç$] su$ge$ ma^˘] 
be@ gi$nE$-n] [[Ê˘ wa$] mo@ gi$nE$-n] [ko@nde@⇒ wa@], 

  [[no$-mbo@ be@ wa@⇒] mo@ gi$nE$-n] [[no$-mbo$ be@] kên sç&˘ b-ç& $̆ be$ di⇒̂n] 
[mo@ gi$nE$-n] [hôy⇒ wa@] be@ gi$nE$-n] [mo@ [ma^˘n gi$] ya$nda$-mb-ç$˘ ko@] [e@ 
wa@⇒ Nwa@-m≡ba&-l ma^˘ wa$], Nwa@-m≡bE$-y wa$, [ya@nda$-m≡ba&-l ma^˘ wa$] 
[ya@nda$-m≡bE$ wa$], [ko@nde@⇒ wa@] [[[mç@ gç$] su$ge$ ma^˘] mo@ gi$nE$-n] [Ê˘ wa$] 

  [ko@nde@⇒ wa@] a$si$la$m kên, mo@ sç&˘-ji$Nga$n-bo$ be@ wa@⇒ [mo@ gi$nE$-n] 
[[mo@ gi$] ya$nde$ mE@] [[ma$nâ˘ ko@] si$ne$-m@ o⇒̂ si$ne$-m ko@] [ya@lla$ 
Nwa@-m≡ba&-l ma@˘ wa@], wa$lla^˘y Nw-E&˘ wa@, 

  [ya@lla$ [o@ wa@⇒] [ma$na^˘ ko@≡y@ ma@⇒] [a$Ngu@≡y@ ma@⇒] be@ gi$nE$-n] 
[[ma$nâ˘ ko@≡y@ wa@] mo@ gi$nE$-n] ç@</ç$˘, [o@ ya$nd-ô˘ ko@ da^n] [mo@ wa@⇒] 
[si$ne$-m@ gi$na$-m≡bE$ wa$] [[[o@ ma$na$˘] kwa@˘-l] wa@], [ke@ ma$ ga$] [u@ju$˘ mç@ gç$] 
ko$nde$ wa@, 

  [N$gi@ ma$] [NE$nE@ ya$˘] po$re$ wa$, 
  ka$˘ [o@ wa@⇒] gi$ro$ na$l-Ngo@ e@la@-nd-o$˘, [[o@ ba$ gi$ri$yE$˘] gi$] do$ga@-la$ wa$, 

[o@ wa@⇒] na$l-Ngo@ gi$ro$ mo@ e@la@-nd-o$˘ di^n, [[o@ ni$yç$mE$ gi$ri$yE$˘] di$mbi@-ya@-- 
do$ga@-la$ wa$, E@Ngu@ [nE&˘ ko@] nE$˘ mE@ di^n, ni$yç$mE^˘, ge$n≡i@˘ wa@, to& $̆n do@ga$-ndi@, 

  o@ do$m, [ma$na^˘ ç@ gç$] [si@bi@-y nE$] k-ç&˘ mE@, [o@ do$m] [o@ wa@⇒] si@bi@-y nE$ 
kwa@-la$ wa$-- da$ma@-la$ wa$, ha@ya$ [i@ ga$] [[[i@ ku$lma$-mbo$] i$m] ma$] [NE$nE@ ya$˘] 
NwE$-y, ka$˘ i@yo@, ka$˘ [ç$gç$ndu@-mbo$ be@ no^˘y] la≡̂y$ bo@-n$, ha@ya$ [ba$ndi@ kç$] 
Nwa&-ndi$, ha@ya$ je&nja$ [[ke@ sa$rri$] ma$], je&nja$ [i@ gi$] a$bi@-na@, 

  [ne$nda$-nde$ ko&y] gwa&˘ i@ ma$, gwa&˘ ne@nda@-nda@-l, i@ ne$nda$-nde$, [no$-mbo@ 
be@] gi$n-ç̂˘, [a$du@n)a@˘ [n)a&˘ da^n] o$ndu@ wa@] [n)a&˘ da^n o$ndu@ wa@] [[n)a&˘ da^n] b-ô˘ 
ko&y], [i@ ya$˘] bi$li$yE$-jE$-y, 

  a$ba@da@ u$ju@-Ngo@ i@ y-E& $̆ ma$, u$ju@-Ngo@ [N$gi@ ma$] tu@mbo$-njo$, u$ju@-Ngo@ 
N$gi@n-dE$36 de@Na$-njo$, u$ju@-Ngo@ [[mo@ tu$mbo$-m≡b-E$˘] ma$] gwe$ lo@ 

Y: go&-l 

                                                
34 a&n$ = a$nî˘ ‘where?’. 
35 [X ho@⇒ X] ‘every X’ or ‘X after X’ (‘year after year’, etc.). 
36 [N$gi@ ma$] ‘here’, followed by N$gi@n-dE$ ‘around here’ in obviative function (denoting 

distinct locations). 
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X: [[mo@ de$Na$-Nga$] ma$] gwe$ lo@ 
Y: go&-l 
X: ha@ya$ [de$Na$n Ngi@] di$nç@-li$-y 
Y: di$nE@˘-y$ 
X: [i@ di$n-ç̂˘ ko@ dân] [dç$gE@ ne$ la$] i$no$-mbo@-y$, [i@ gç$] i@ n)a$me$, [ke@ gi$] di$nE@˘y$, [[ke@ 

gi$] dç$gE@ nE$] i$no$-mbo@-y$, 
Y: [sa$˘ge@ ma@] [u$ju@-mbo@ ma@] … 
X: [sa$˘ge@ ma@] [u$ju@-mbo@ ma@] wa@ 
Y: … b-E& $̆ ja@˘ti$ 
X: b-E& $̆ [i@yo@ Ngi$ di^n], [n)a&m ma@] [u$ju@ ma@], b-E& $̆ [i@yo@ Ngi$ di^n] 
Y: [no&˘ di^n] [[mo@ wa$ga$ti$] ma$] 
X: [no&˘ di^n] [[mo@ wa$ga$ti$] ma$], be@ [be$ di@⇒ndi$]--, [a$nnç$˘rç$ n)a&˘ i@ da$gu$ma$ be@ 

di$n-ç̂˘ ko@] [[bE@ gç$ ko@] bo^˘] [[i@ gç$ ko@] ba@-ndi$ ka$ne$ mE@], [[i@ gç$] i@ ka$ne$ na$˘] 
[je&nja$ [i@ ma$] ka@na@-l ô˘, ke@ je&nja$ ka@na@-l ko&y, [[je&nja$ ko$Ngo$ jo$˘-l-o$˘] gi$], 
to$ma@ i@ tu@n-o$˘, [je&nja$ [i@ ma$] ta$ga$-l-e$˘ ke@] gi$, du$nda$-mbo@-y$, [i@ ma$] 
Nwa@-ndi$, ka$˘na@˘ je&nja$ [o@ gi$] [mo@ la$] n$dE$,  

Y: [o@ ga$] mo@ su@go@-ndo@-la$ ta@n 
X: [o@ pa$ba$] o@ nda@-ndi$⇑, [o@ pi$˘li-pa$˘la$] o@ nda@-ndi$⇑, [o@ ja$mba$] o@ nda@-ndi$⇑, [o@ 

na$˘fi$gi$] o@ nda@-ndi⇓$, ke^n [mo@ ma$] jE@-mbo$ o@ we$˘ ke@, [je@nja$-mb-a$˘ da$mb-e@˘ 
mo@] je$nja@-l-o@˘, [je@nji@-le@ ha@˘nE@ jo$ga^˘ mo@] [o@ jE$njE$-n dîn], wa$lla^y E@Ngu@ 
[dE$NE&-n ma@] [o@ ma@]≡y@,  

Y: [du$lE@˘ i@ N-ç̂˘ ko@] da^n ka$y, [a@ne$, ma$] [yE&˘ ma@], [be@ ja$wdi$] na@ga@ ba&-l gi$n-a$˘, 
[a@ne$ mo@] sa@-go$ gç$lE$ de@, [sa@-go$ ko@] go$-m-o$˘ de@, [[ya$wo@˘ be@] gi$] n$d-a$˘ de@, 
[ya$wo@˘ be@] [[sa@-go$ ko@] gi$] o$y-a$˘ de@, [[a@ne$ mo@] nu$ma$˘] ma$] ga$n-a$˘ de@, [[ye$ 
di&n] gi$] mç$mt-a$˘ de@, du@mE@-Ngo@ do$n-a$˘ de@, [a@ne$ mo@ yE$]≡y$, 

  [to$mbo@ gi$] ya@˘ jE$njE@ ba$˘y, a@ne$ [ya$ba$ ku@nde@], [yE&˘ mo@ la$] [gi$bu$ 
ku$ndu$ ko@]≡y@, [[o@le@ di⇒̂n] ma$], so$-Ngo$ si@yE$-Ngo$ ku@ndu@ gwe@ mE$, [o@le@ ma$] 
a@ne$—, [a@ne$≡y$ ga$ bo$-Nga$ di^n] [ko@ ma$] n)a$˘ja@-m$, 

  [ya$wo@˘ ma$ la$] be@ [ya$˘-bu^˘ ma$], [so$-Ngo$--, gi$bu$ ku@ndu@], [nu$Na$˘ 
ku$ndu$37 si@yE$-Ngo$] bô˘ mE$, [be$ di^n] [ye@ ma$] [n$je&n ma@] i@no$--m≡b-a$˘ gi$n-a$˘, 
[ko@ nu$] NwE$-y@, [o$ndo$ a@na$˘] o$ je@nja$-ndi$ wa$ 

X: [do$m ko@] de$˘go@≡y@, [do$m ko@ ja@˘ti$] de$˘go@≡y@, ka$˘ [no$-mbo@ be@], no$˘ ku@nde@, 
[go$ji@ ke@] ku@nde@≡y@⇑, [i$bi@ ke@] ku@nde@≡y@⇑, [do^m ko@] ku@nde@≡y@⇑,38 [di@gi$n ke@] 
ku@nde@≡y@⇓, ka$˘ e&y N$gi^n bo$, [e&y ye@] nu$mi^˘, 

                                                
37 On the tape, ku@ndu@ has high tones. Perhaps adding the following adjective 

si@yE$-Ngo$ was not planned by the speaker. My assistant prefers nu$Na$˘ ku$ndu$ 
si@yE$-Ngo$. 

38 Because this is the third of a four-part parallelistic series, the “refrain” ku@nde@≡y@ is 
unchanged. The correct agreement form for dôm ‘speech, talk’ is ku@ndu@≡y@. 
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  [e&y da$ga$-l-o$˘ ko@] dân, [no$-mbo@ be@] da@ga$-ndi@-ya$, [[no$-mbo@ be@] NE$nE@ 
da$ga$˘-ndi@ mE@] [ga$ji@⇒ wa@] [i@ la$] da$gi@-ya$-ndi@, fa@⇒ a$ba@da@ da@ga$-ndi@, fa@⇒ 
a$ba@da@ je&nja$ ta$ga@ ka@n-e$˘ ma$, da$ga@-l da$ga@-ndi$, da$ga@-l [da$ga@-nd-o$˘ ko@ dân], 

  [o@ i$r-e@˘ mo@] [[o@ i$r-e^˘ ga$]39 dç$g-ç@˘ mE@], [o@ to$˘ mo@] [[o@ to$˘]≡y$ ga$] dç$g-ç@˘ 
mE@], si@ya$, o@ [o@ ta$ra$-n] na&l-ba$˘≡y$ nE$n] [mo@ gwe@ nE$] [o@ i$ro$-ndo$-m ko&y], 

  [o@ i$r-e@˘] bo^˘ ko&y, mo@ [o@ gi$] i$ro$-ndo$-m,40 mo@ [o@ gi$] i$ro$-go$41 ko@, ko@ 
ga$ji@⇒ o$ndu@, [[a@du@na@ o$lo$] ma$] ki^˘ ti@Nga@≡y@42 ta@n ni$, 

  ko@nde@⇒, n)a&˘, [no$-mbo@ be@] [to$mbo@ ma@], ka@n nE$, [pE$mbE@˘ ma@], [[o@ 
to$˘] gi$] jE$˘r-ç@˘ mE@, du@ge$ kwa@˘-ma$-nj-Ê˘,43 [po&l-mbo@ ma@] sç@bE@ gi@ya$-nj-Ê˘, 
[to@˘ru$ ma$] sç@NgE@ gi@ya$-nj-Ê˘, e&y ye$ di⇒̂ndi$, n)a&˘ ka@na$-mbo$ b-a$˘, 

  ko@nde@⇒, i@yo@ [[di$ya$˘ i@ i$r-o@˘] gi$] i@ di$ya$-Nga$ Ngu@ dân, n)a&˘ ba&-l, 
ko@nde@⇒ n)a&˘ [to$mbo@ o$ndo$˘] be@ gi$y-a$˘ mE@, [i@n nE$] [N$ga@˘44 ma$] da&m wa@, 
so$Nga@-mb-a$˘≡y$, [na$ja$mba@ be$lâ˘] ka$n-a$˘ mE@, ke^n da&m wa@, so$Nga@-mb-a$˘≡y$, 

  ko@nde@⇒, i@yo@ [[[o@ o$le$] ma$] NwE@-mbo$] [[[o$le$ ku&l-ku&l-ku&l-ku&l-ku&l ç@ 
gE$] ma$] NwE@ nE$] [[ko$Ngo$ o@ ka@n jo$g-a$˘] gi$], na@˘fi$gi$ we^y, escroc we^y, [[ko@ 
gi$] di$yE@ nE$] [[ke$Nge$ i@ ma$˘ma$-nd-e$˘] ma$] du$ya@,  

Y: [[da@nda$˘ ma$] i$n-o@˘ mE@] [[no$-mbo@ da$ma$-n] di$nç̂˘-mb-ô˘] 
X: [[da@nda$˘ ma]$ i$n-o@˘ mE@] [no$-mbo@ di^n] ha@⇒, [[o@ ba$] ke$Nge$ ke@] ma$] ka@-m$bo$45 

dç$gE$-m@ ma@] b-o$˘, [ko@ o@ i$no@-Nga$ ma$46 di^n] [[da@nda$˘ ke@] ma$] ko@ ya@la$,47 
  si@ya$, [[ko@ gi$] jE@ nE$] [[di$ya$˘ o@ ma$˘ma$-nd-e$˘] ma$] su$ya$, ko@nde@⇒, ya@ba$ 

jo$go$-nd-o@˘, ta$gi^˘ jo$go$-nd-o@˘, nu@Na@˘ jo$go$-nd-o@˘, ba&˘ jo$go$-nd-o@˘, [[[ke$Nge$ o@ 
ma$˘ma$-nd-e$˘ ke@] ma$] i$n-o@˘ mE@] mi@ le$Nka$-mb-ô˘, o@ na$fE$ lo@, 

  i$ne$-m@ [i@n nE$] ke^n o@ twa&-mb-ç$˘ ko@ j-ç@˘ mE@, [se^˘ ç@ yE$] dç$n-ç@˘ mE@, [[o@ 
e$nde$˘] gi$] [o@ la$] n$dE$, [sê˘ ç@ yE$] dç$n-ç@˘ mE@, [[o@ yE$˘] gi$] [o@ la$] n$dE$, 

  n)a&˘ [so$-Ngo$ ku@ndu@ ko@] [gi@bu@ ko@] ko@≡y@, [e$ndê˘ mo@] [u$ju@ ma@] bE$li$-yç@˘ 
me@ la$] [ko@ ma$] po@y de$na$-mb-ô˘, [[n)a@m ma@] w-o@˘ mE@] [[e$nde$˘ nE$bE$ndE@ 
mo@] gi$], [[so$-Ngo$ ko@ ya$˘] gi$bi@-r nE$] ya$mbi$-ra$-mb-ô˘, [ya$mbi$-r-ç@˘ mE@] [o@ 
la$] [o@ ki$˘] ti$Na$-nde$ 

                                                
39 Subject relative (participle i$r-e@˘ with final high tone) followed by headless non-

subject place/situation relative (i$r-e^˘ with final falling tone). 
40 i$ro$-ndo$-m ‘he/she is better’. Differs tonally from the 3Sg Future i$ro$-ndo@-m$ 

‘he/she will be better’. 
41 i$ro$-go@ ‘(basis for) superiority’. 
42 cf. [mi@ ki$˘] ti@Nga@≡y@ ‘I was saved (= got by)’, negative [mi@ ki$˘] ti@Nga$-ndi@ ‘I wasn’t 

saved’. With ti@NgE@ ‘pass by’, kî˘ ‘head’. 
43 Negative counterpart would be kwa@˘-ma$-njo$-ndi@-ya$. 
44 N$ga&˘ (place at Dioni where serious meetings were held). 
45 From ka@n ‘do’. 
46 Contracted to i$no@-m$ ma$ on tape. 
47 Stative of ya$li@-yE@ ‘take a walk, stroll’. 
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Y: [[be@ ki$˘] la$] ti$NgE$ du@ 
X: [[be$ di^n] ki$˘] ti$NgE$, ko@nde@⇒ bo@-mbo$ bo@-mbo$ bo@-mbo$ bo@-mbo$, [[je@mbe@le@ 

nE$] ya@-mbo$≡bE$-y] [[je@mbe@le@ nE$] i@ ya$-m≡b-E$˘ ye$ di@⇒ndi$] we@-mbo$ [i@ ma$] 
la@y,48 i@ ki$re$, [i@ du$ma@-Nga$] o$ndu@, [[da$gu$ma$ o@ du$ma@-Nga$ ko@] kwa&-nd-o$˘ 
na&-nd-o$˘] [[[o@ i$r-e@˘] gi$] je&n nE$] n$da$-mb-o^˘, [[[o@ da$ga$-l-e$˘] ma$] da$ga$-mb-ô˘] 
gi$n-ç@˘ mE@ di@ndi$] [bç$nE@ ç@ gç$]≡y$, 

  ha@ya$, [i@ ma$] i@yo@ [ko@ to@ma@-to@ma@-to@ma@] wê˘49 
Y: [ko@ ya$˘] to@rra$≡y$ ga$ bo$ 
X: [ko$N ko@] [i@ gi$] tç$rrE$, na@fa$˘ [ko@ ma$] ya&-ndi$-y, e$ga&˘ de$nda&˘ di@ndi$ bç$nE@ 

to@ma@-to@ma@-to@ma@-to@ma@ je&nja$ [i@ ma$], je&nja$ [i@ ma$] jo^˘-l ko&y, [i@ ga$] [[[i@ ki$˘] 
na$˘fi$gi$] ka@-mbo$] [i@ ya$˘] [to$mbo@ gi$] ha@lka$-nj-e$˘, 

  [ko@ la$] ko@≡y@ ju$ga@-m50 ma$, so$Ngo$ji$yE$-y@, [[sa&˘ma$ ç@ yE$] bi@yo$] [jç$NE@ 
ja@-nd-o$˘], [[o@ i$r-e@˘] tE@gE$lE$˘ dE$nj-ç@˘ mE@] [mi@lyç̂˘< ga@na$-mb-o$˘], [o@ e$nde$˘ 
sa&˘ma$≡y$ jç$NE@ ja@-nd-o$˘], [[do$N du@ndE$-du@ndE$] ma$] [i@n nE$] mille francs 
ga@na$-mb-o$˘, [ko$Ngo$ ye$Nge@] [o@ gi$] na$fE$ 

Y: na@fa$-ndi@ 
X: na@˘fi$gi$ na@fa@-l, ka$˘ na@˘fi$gi$ [i@ ma$] a$Nge$, ko@ri$51 [i@ gi$] na$fa@-ndi$,52 ka$na@˘ [i@ 

a$yi$-n], ka$˘ je&nja$ ka$y, je&nja$ [je^y nE$] mo@ ta@r-o^˘, [i@ gi$] so@Nga- @l me@ la$] [i@  
du@wa@-l],  

  ko@nde@⇒ [bi$rç$˘-la$˘ro@]-bi$re@ gi$--, [o@ ba$ ma$⇒] [o@ n$ ma$⇒] [bi$rç$˘ la$˘ro@] 
bi$r-ç@˘ mE@ di^n, sa^˘lla^˘w [o@ so@Nga@-l me@ la$] [o@ du@wa@-l], wo^y wo^y wo^y 
n)a$Ngo@≡la$ ko&y, n)a$Ngo@ [ke@nda$˘ ma$] bo$, [wo^y wo^y n)a$Ngo@≡la$] [n)a$Ngo@ 
[ke@nda$˘ ma$] bo$], 

  ma^˘n o@ ki@yo$-m, ba$ri@-yE@ go&-l sa@ko$, wa$lla^˘y [[[o@ ke$nda$˘] ma$] bo^˘ mE@] 
[no$-mbo@ ya&-mb-a$], mâ˘n o@ ke@la$˘-m, da&m go^˘-mb-â˘53 o$ndu@ sa@ko$, [[[o@ 
ke$nda$˘ ko@] ma$] bô˘ mE@] [[o@ bi$rç$˘ ko@] ma$] yi$-ya@-m$54, ka$˘ [ye$ di@⇒ndi$], [i@ 
ma$] i$njE@-Ngo@≡y@, ka$na@˘ [mi@ ga$] [ma^˘n gi$] go&-m ya$rrE@-m mE@] gwe@ 
ya$li@-y-na@, ya$li@-ya$-ndi@, je&nja [ko@ ja$m] [i@ gi$] ndi@-na@, 

Y: je&nja$ [e$ndê˘ gi$] [kî˘ E$li$˘ ga$] ma$Ngi@-na@, bon sa&N, [[i@ o$ndô˘]55 ma$] [[i@ ma$] 
bo$-Nga$], sa&N o@ bE$li$yç@˘ mE@, [N$ga@llu$ ma$] o@ i@n-o$˘, o@ ga$y, E&l-Ngo$ kwa@-nj-o$˘⇑, 
E&l-Ngo@ na@-nj-o$˘⇑, E&l-Ngo@ ma$ bi@yo$-nj-o$˘⇓, [o@ ba$] e^n [E$nE$-i@Nge@ ya$˘] na@-njo$, 

                                                
48 Emphatic particle la@y here indicates complete absence. 
49 Variant of we@ j-e$˘ ‘which has come’. 
50 For ju$ga@-Nga$. 
51 ko@ri$ (< Fulfulde). 
52 Future Negative. 
53 For /go@-mo$-mb-â˘/, verb go&-m ‘take out, remove’. 
54 Mediopassive of yE@ ‘see’, in 3Sg Future form. 
55 i@ ‘we’ and o$ndo^˘ ‘children’ in apposition (‘us children’). Cf. i@ o$ndo$˘ ‘our children’ 

with different tones. 
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  [bûd pi@yE@li$] o@ du$m-ç̂˘, [[ko@ ga$] gi$ndE$] [[nu$mi^˘ ya$˘] pa$lâ˘≡y$ o@ 
du$m-ç̂˘], [mo@ gi$] n$d-ç@˘ de@, wa$lla^˘y [e$ndê˘ mi@ yE$] [ko$Ngo$ Ngu@] [mi@ gi$] n$dE$, 
je&nja$ [mo@ gi$] NE$nE@ ka@n-na@, ko@ a$bi$-ya@-m$, 

  sa@bu$ a$lfâ˘-mbo$ o@ wa@⇒ be@ gi$n-ç̂˘, [a$lfa^˘ ma$] du@wâ˘ i@no$-njo$-m we^y, 
[se@˘ku$ ma$] du@wa^˘ i@no$-njo$-m wêy, [du$wa$ premier] [o@ ba$ ma$⇒] [o@ n$ ma$]≡y$ 
wa$,  

  bon, sa&N, [o@ e$nde$˘ mo@], mo@ E&l-Ngo$ kwa@-njo$, [mo$bi^l ma$] bo$, [mo$to^˘ 
ma$] bo$, o@ ta$gi^˘ jo$go$-nd-o@˘, o@ bo$-Nga$ di^n e@nda$, ha&l [o@ gi$] po&˘-po&˘ gi@na$-ndi@, 
mo@ so$Nga@-nd-o$˘ 

X: sç$Ng-ç&˘ 
Y: bon, so$Nga@-n wa@⇒, dç@gç$˘, a$ba@da@ gwa&˘ ma@ de$Na@-l wa@, [[gwa$˘ n$jE@-Nge@] ma@] 

su@go$-ndi@ wa@, [mo@ gi$] dç&˘-m$, [[o@ sa$˘ra$˘] [o@ gi$] du$wE$ mE@] dç&˘-m$, ka$ja$b-o@˘ 
mE@ dîn, [o@ sç$NgE$ mE@ dîn] o@ dç&˘-m$, bon, sa&N [i@yo@ la$] [i@ ma$] bo$-Nga$, sa&N o@ 
[[o@ sa$˘ra$˘ mo@] sç$n] ên b-ô˘ [o@lo@ ma$], [o@ ga$] [a$yi&-n dîn] a@ya$-nj-o$-w, o@ 
ti@ya$-njo$, go@la$-njo$-w@⇑, [ko$N ka@ma$] ka@na$-njo$-w, [mo@ ga$] [mo@ ki$yo$-Nga$ 
da^n di^n] ya@la$, mo@ bo@-n$ bo@-n$ bo@-n$ de$Na$n [o@lo$ ma$] mo@ w-e^˘ gi$nE$ mE@, [[o$le$ 
Ngi@] ja@ba$-njo$-n$di@-ya$ mE@] [i$Ngi$-ya@-m$ lo@] 

X: a$ba@da@, i@Ngi@-ya$-ndi@ 
Y: du@mE@-Ngo@≡y@, [gi$ra$˘-ndi@ mE@] wa@ja$-ndi@, [yo@ge@ go$la$˘-ndi@ mE@] kwa@-m-ba$˘≡y$ 

ka@na$-ndi@, [ye$ di^n] o@ ka$na$-Nga$ ke@, [ba$˘nde^˘ ma$] [o@ ma$ ya$˘] ga$ji@ 
go@-m-ba$˘≡y$, sa@bi$ [ba$˘nde$˘ ga$ji$ gwi^˘ mo@] [o@lo$ ma$] bo$-Nga$ mo@≡y@,  
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